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S’ Union 


In Montpelier: 62 Ridge Street 
In Bratdeboro: 3 University Way 
888-828-8575 
www.nnun ion.edu 


SOUTHBOUND 


Wednesday February 29th, 
5pm to late. 

Can’t You See? 


Ramblin Man Phillip Clayton 
Ain’t Wastin Time No More. Our Long Haired Country 
Boy is Homesick and wants some Southern Comfort 
. . . food. Grits, fried chicken, collards, pulled pork & 


FARMH0USETG.COM 


INF FARMHOUSE COM 

1 60 Bank Street 
Burlington, VT 
802.859.0888 


Define your 
future. 
Start with 
Union. 

Bachelor of Science V 

. New Online Majory 1 

• Maternal Child Health: Lactation 
Consult tng 

• Leadership 

• Business Administration 

• Business Management 

Studies 



BE SOCIAL - JOIN THE CLUB! 

Social Clubbers like to go out, shop, meet new people 
and win things — doesn't everyone? 

Sign up to get insider updates about local events, 
deals and contests from Seven Days. 


PICK YOUR PLEASURE 


tj 

LIKE/FAN/STALK IIS JOIN DUR E-BLAST LIST FDL1DWTKE FUN 

sevendays.socialclub sevendaysvt.com @7dSocialClub 
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An All-Balanchine Evening 

The Suzanne Farrell Ballet 


Friday. February 24 at 8 pm Tickets start at $25 

gommst GC&.< H 


Antonio Hart, Mark Turner, Avishai Cohen, Robin Eubanks, 
Stefon Harris. Edward Simon. Malt Penman. Eric Harland 



Performing the Music of Stevie Wonder 

SFJAZZ Collective 



Friday, March 2 at 8 pm Tickets start at $15 

(comcast. ^^jPbint -AARP 

www.flynncenter.org or call 86-flynn today! 
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WIDELY REGARDED AS ONE OF 
THE MOST BRILLIANT SONGWRITERS 
OF HER GENERATION 


A UNIQUE IRISH MUSIC 
EXPERIENCE 


Spruce Peak 

Performing 
Arts Center 

122 Hourglass Dr. | Stowe, VT 


Tickets 
On Sale Now! 

Box Office: 

802.760.4634 

SprucePeakArts.org 


Box Office: 802.760.4634 
SprucePeakArts.org 

The Spruce Peak Performing Arts Center is a 501(cX3) not- fir-profit arts organization dedicated and 
committed to entertaining, educating, and engaging our diverse communities in Stowe and beyond. 


BLACKBERRY 

SMOKE 


Legal 

Professionals 

Education 

Professionals 

Earn 20 hours of Continuing Legal 
Education Credit through workshops 
and presentations jointly hosted by 

Cuban and US. legal professionals. 

Visit courts and law offices in Havana. 
Exchange professional experiences and 
ideas with Cuban Legal professionals. 
Guided legal tour of Havana and more. 

Earn 3 graduate level professional 
development credits through interactive 
presentations and in-classroom workshops 
hosted by Cuban and U.S. education 
professionals. Visit Cuban primary and 
secondary schools and share professional 
experiences and ideas with Cuban teachers. 
Guided tour of Havana schools and more. 

2012 CLE Trip Dates: 

June 2-9 and October 13-20 

2012 Educators Trip Date: 

j July 14-21 

Details and registration at 

BURLINGTON.EDU/CLE 

Details and registration at 

BURLINGTON.EDU/TEACHERS 
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 


CELTIC 

CROSSROADS 1 


3/8 A SPECIAL EVENING 
WITH TRAVIS TRITT 


3/18 DANU — TRADITIONAL 
MUSIC FROM IRELAND 


3/2 


THE COMPLETE 
WORLD OF SPORTS — 
THE REDUCED 
SHAKESPEARE CO 


3/10 SAM BUSH 


3/15 THE OFFICIAL BLUES 
BROTHERS REVUE 








RESPONSIBILITIES FOR THIS FULL-TIME POSITION INCLUDE: 

• Conceptualizing strategic marketing plans for all of our products 

• Designing and running monthly events, sometimes on evenings and weekends 

• Organizing and motivating a team of people to execute our events 


• Creating and implementing 
contestsand promotions 

• Coordinating media partnerships for 
large events like the Vermont Tech 
Jam and Vermont Restaurant Week 


• Negotiatingtradecontracts 
for advertising 

• Identifying strategic community 
partnerships 


If this sounds like a job you can handle 
with grace, style and ebullience, send 
cover letter, resume and references to 
hr@sevendaysvLcom by Thursday. March 1, 
Include examples of marketing campaigns 
that you've designed and implemented 
recently, as well as a press release youVe 

must have at least 2 years experience as a 
professional marketer and/or eventplanner. 
Preference given to individuals who've 
worked in local media. No phonecalls. please. 
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INSTITUTE & UNIVERSITY 

www. myunion.edu 

Doctor of Psychology (Psy.D.) 

WITH A CONCENTRATION IN CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY 


Psy.D. with a concentration in Clinical Psychology 

Academic Meetings in Vermont and Ohio 

• Emphasizing practical preparation, social justice values, and the psychologist’s 
role as agent of social change 

• Flexible program delivery with on-ground classes, online coursework, and brief 
academic meetings in Brattleboro, Vermont or Cincinnati, Ohio 

• Attentive faculty involvement and sensitive, culturally competent learning 
community 

Accepting applications for Fall 2012. 

www.myimion.edu / psyd 

Union Institute & University • 888.828.8575, x8902 • 802-257-9411 • Admissions.PsyD@myunion.edu 

Private, non-profit university, accredited by The Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools (www.nca.hlc.org). 

UldrU does not discriminate in its policies or procedures and confirms with federal noil-discriminatory regulations. 


Also offering a hybrid 
Master of Arts with a con- 
centration in Counseling 
Psychology in Brattleboro, 
Vermont. Licensure track. 
Enrolling now. 
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Downtown Debate 


T he three candidates vying to be the next mayor 
of Burlington have already squared off in more 
than a dozen debates including last Thursday's 
Mayoral Matchup, coproduced by Seven Days and 
Channel 17 Town Meeting Television. 

Nearly 100 people attended: another 235 watched 
the live stream online. The questions ranged from "What 
wasyour first job?' to "What kind of power contracts 
wouldyou approve at Burlington Electric?' 

Seven Days staff writer Paul Helntz has been watch- 
ing these contests closely, in advance of the Mayoral 
Matchup, he came up with a Burlington Mayoral Drinking 
Game, which makes watching the debates more fun. 

Find the rules on Blurt, the Seven Days staff blog, 
along with all of our online campaign coverage. If you 
missed the Mayoral Matchup, you can watch it on the 
Channel 17 website, cctv.org. Play the 'game' and you’ll 
be drunk by the end of the opening statements. 

There are still two debates left - an arts-related 
debate at noon on Thursday. February 23. at the 
FlynnSpace. and a Burlington Free Press debate at noon 
on Wednesday. February 29. Noon is a little early to play 




TAKE A SWIG EVERY TIME... 

9 

• Republican Kurt Wright mentions a j 

Democrat or an independent supporting 

his campaign. 

• Democrat Miro Weinberger listens to a 
question, pauses and begins his answer 
with the name of whomever just asked 
the question. 

• Independent Wanda Hines mentions 
that she grew up in the Old North End 
and attended Burlington public schools. 

• One of the candidates says something 
not-very-nice about Mayor Bob Kiss. 

• Weinberger weaves his slogan, "A Fresh 
Start,' into an answer. For instance. 

"Andy, I think Bob Kiss hasn't imported 
enough purple ponies to Burlington. 

That's why, if you will, Burlington needs 
a fresh start.' Drink three times. 

• Hines tells the boys to stop bickering. 

And they keep bickering. 
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facing 

facts 


PEOPLE WHO 
NEED PEOPLE'S 

Alburgheni 


General Bill Sorrell 
appealed the court's 

Yankee. This time, 
a hired gun will 
make the state's 
cose. Win or lose, 
it's going to cost us. 


JOYCE CHOICE? 

Not only is Joyce 
Bcllavnnce waiting 
at home, and getting 


embezzlement, Ah. 


Hr 

SKI DON'T 

deadly ski accidents, 

last week at Mad 
River Glen — not on 
the slopes, but from 
getting stuck in a 

just gets weirder... 


FACING FACTSCOMPILEO 



That’s hot 
many burglaries 
Burlington Police 
have investigated 
far tills year. That’s 
nearly triple ths 


investigated 
during the same 
timeframe in 2010. 


TOPFIVE 

MOST POPULAR ITEMS ON SEVENDAYSVT.COM 

1. "Say WhatTby Dan Bolles. There’s nothing 

will it survive into the Tuture? 

2 ‘Monopoly Board* by Ken Picard. Vermont's 
Public Service Board consists of the most 
powerful men yorfve never heard of. 

3. 'iWitness' by Paula Routly. This article 

helped design early Applecomputers. has 
org and Gi2modo. 

4 'Claim: Denied' by Conn Hirsch. The owners 
of Waitsfieltfs MINT Restaurant and Tea 

cover them when Tropical Storm Irene hit. 

It didn't 

5 Slideshow: ‘Drag Ball 2012: Cowgirls and 
Gayliens" by various photographers. Check 
out photos and video from this year's 17th 
annual Winter Is a Drag Bal I . 



OUR TWtEPLE; StVtNOAVSVT.COM/TWITTOt 
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194 College Street, Burlington 
864.5475 • boutlllers.com 
M-Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5 


SHOP 

LOCAL 



Sciggou 

iflW (t in... 

SEVEN DAYS 


SEVEN DAYS 

PHOTO OPTIMAL 



PnmduPolstori & Paula Roully 
puoushcr/coeditor Paula Roully 
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WRONG NEIGHBOR? 

Somebody "read their lines" wrong 
in the article by Megan James on the 
125-year-old Burlington Neighbors Club 
[“Meet the Neighbors,” February 15]. 
The C.P. Smith referred to as the “the 
Burlington business owner, state legisla- 
tor and namesake of a local elementary 
school" is my grandfather. His name was 
C.P. Smith Jr. John Smith is not a great- 
grandson of C.P. Smith Jr. 

Jill Freeman Smith 
DUXBURY 


ONBOARD 

Kudos to Ken Picard on this exception- 
ally fine article [Re: “Monopoly Board,” 
February 15]. It was a public service 
in itself to help us all learn more about 
the Public Service Board. In light of 
Vermont’s need to plan for future energy 
sources, we as voters need to understand 
who has the power to make the decisions 
and how diey happen. Great job! 

Julia Curry 
BURLINGTON 


A HOTEL WHERE? 

In response to Kevin Kelley's article [“We 
Built This City ... Now What? How Plan 
BTV Reenvisions Burlington,” February 
1], I would suggest that a willingness to 
listen does not translate into audience 
acquiescence to a five- to eight-story 
hotel on the ferry dock property in front 


TIM NEWCOMB 



WHO CONTROLS THE INTERNET? 

[Re “Monopoly Board." February 15]: 
I’m not sure how this skipped past die 
attention of reporter Ken Picard and the 
copy editor, but the following line has a 
fairly startling inaccuracy: “The PSB is a 
quasi-judicial body of state government 
that regulates electric power, telephone 
and internet service, cable television, 
pipeline gas and some private water 
systems." 

Replace internet service with tele- 
graph, and you have a winner. Internet 
service isn’t regulated in Vermont. 
Federal preemption, FCC for the win. 
Telegraph (of which Western Union 
still holds a CPG but no longer operates 
the service as far as I’m aware) is within 
their jurisdiction, however. 

Neil Mortensen 
MONTPELIER 

Picard responds: Technically speaking, 
Mortensen is correct. The Public Service 
Board does not “regulate" internet ser- 
vice in Vermont, but it does regulate cer- 
tain aspects of some internet providers’ 
operations. For example, when FairPoint 
Communications sought Chapter 11 
bankruptcy protection in 2009, it had 
to ask the PSB for permission to amend 
its certificate of public good. Likewise, 
when the PSB discovered that Comcast 
had multiple violations of the DIG SAFE 
program, which requires utilities to mark 
the location of their underground lines, 
the PSB opened a docket to investigate. 
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of die Ice House. I was the only one to 
point out that filled land subject to the 
public trust doctrine cannot be used for 
private purposes such as hotel rooms, 
but I'm not the only one who would 
oppose a hotel on this site. 

Instead of a hotel there, I would 
strongly support a swap of city property 
south of Perkins Pier for relocation of 
the ferry dock. This would allow the city 
to extend the boardwalk and park space 
north of College Street all die way south 
to Perkins Pier. 

And in place of die hotel, I would sug- 
gest small, seasonal retail shops rented to 
local artists and craftspeople to display 
their creations to people drawn to die wa- 
terfront for the marathon, the triathlon, 
the 3rd of July and all the other festivals 
held on die green north of die Boathouse. 
One- to two-story buildings would not 
block views from the Ice House and other 
structures on Battery Street. The retail 
complex tucked in next to die Pelican Bay 
Resort in Freeport in the Bahamas comes 
to mind as the kind of vibrant retail shop- 
ping environment that would work well 
at this site in die summer. 

The hotel could then be built behind 
the new ferry docks on the old rail yard, 
where it won’t block any views. Hotel 
guests could then shop at the complex 
next door just as they do at Pelican 
Bay. This is a much better fate for the 
Burlington waterfront 

Rick Sharp 

COLCHESTER 


OPIATE ALTERNATIVES 

Ken Picard's otherwise excellent article 
regarding Vermont's approach to the 
treatment of opiate addicts completely 
fails to mention other medical ap- 
proaches to treating opiate addiction 
[“Can Vermont Fix Its ‘Dysfunctional’ 
System of Treating Opiate Addicts?" 
February 8], Methadone and Suboxone 
are not die only treatment options 
available to addicts. Many physicians 
and substance-abuse counselors feel 
that methadone and Suboxone simply 
replace one addiction for another and 
keep addicts under the thumb of a drug 
and within a culture of dependence. It 
is possible to treat withdrawal symp- 
toms with nonnarcotic medications and 
wean addicts off of opiates over a rela- 
tively short period of time, if the patient 
is truly motivated. 

When used in conjunction with ap- 
propriate counseling and community 
support, this approach has worked for 
several of my patients and those of my 
colleagues. Though the success rate is 
nowhere near 100 percent, the patients 
who are finally free from the cycle of 


addiction — be it Oxycontin or Suboxone 
- feel a great sense of relief and empow- 
erment. I would encourage all opiate 
addicts who are truly interested in free- 
ing themselves of addiction to discuss 
withdrawal therapy with their primary 
care provider, and follow this with inten- 
sive counseling to help diem control the 
choices they make in die future. 

Richard Burgoyne, M.D. 

BERLIN 


RACIAL FOLLOW-UP 

Paul Heintz’s article on Wanda Hines 
gives a good sense of the controversy 
over whether Hines puts too much 
energy into diversity dinners and hasn't 
gotten enough minority members onto 
boards and commissions [“Has Wanda 
Hines Improved Race Relations in 
Burlington? Depends Who You Ask," 
February IS], Puzzlingly, the article only 
hints at the fact that there may actually 
be serious issues facing communities of 
color, to the point that “racial tensions 
in the city are nearing a boiling point.” 
Surely racial tensions aren't about to 
boil over because of die lack of diversity 
in city board members. If there are real 
issues being raised by Hines and her crit- 
ics with respect to marginalized groups, 
might Seven Days do a story on this? 

□avid French 
SHELBURNE 

Editor’s Note: Ken Picard follows up 
this week with a news story on page 17. 


CORRECTION 

Last week’s article “Vermont 
Software Firms: Taxing the Cloud 
Has No Silver Lining” incorrecdy 
defined technical bulletins as a tool 
for changing tax regulations. In fact, 
the Vermont Department of Taxes 
issues technical bulletins to clarify 
die department's interpretations of 
existing regulations. 


SAY SOMETHING! 

Seven Days wants to publish 

Yourfeedbackmust.. 

. be 250 words or fewer; 

• respond to Seven Days content : 

• Include your full name, town and 
a daytime phone number. 

Seven Days reserves the right to edit 
for accuracy and length. 

Your submission options include: 

• sevendaysvt.com/feedback 

• feedback®^ eve ndaysvt com 

• Seven Days. P.0. Box 1164. 
Burlington, VT 05402-1164 
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Start your career in 

fO^MFTOI rtfiY 50% OFF Mens Haircuts w/ coupon 

V UJ, V c ? y 1 J J $8 Haircuts 4 6 PM weekdays 

classes begin in March Special Offers available online at 

1475 Shelburne Road 802.658.9591 www.obriensavedainstitute.org 


HAVE YOU 

RECEIVED THE 
YELLOW FEVER 
VACCINE? 

HELP US DEVELOP A VACCINE 
^ FOR DENGUE FEVER 

CJUical 
SW4 



■ A 1 year study with two doses 
of vaccine or placebo 

■ Healthy adults 18-50 

• Screening visit, dosing visits 
and blow up visits 

• Up to $2,1 20 compensation 


For more information and 
scheduling, leave your 
name, phone number, and 
a good time to call back. 


UNIVERSITY 
VERMONT 

Call 656-0013 or 
fax 656-0881 or email 

VaccineTestingCenter@uvm.edu 


oUTtoR 
THE oScARS/ 

Tkis Sunday aftPM. 
cwreurafOifiie 
oscars «n jhe big screen 
and strut stuff 
ur red carpet/ 



f^ED SQUARE 

And fhe winner is.. 

WED 2/22 WILD MAN BLUB 7PM 
DJCRE810PM 

THU 2/23 OLD SOUL 7PM 

DJA-D0G 10PM /DJCRE8 10PM 
FRI 2/24 JIMMY RUIN SPM 
LENDWAY SPM 
DJ J ROME 9PM 
DJ CRAIG MITCHELL 11PM 
SAT 2/25 DEREK ASTIES SPM / DJ RAUL 6PM 
DAVE KELLER BAND 8PM 
FRANK GRYkES I HUMAN CAN1ASDPM 
DJ A-D0G 11PM 

MON 2/27 INDUSTRY NKHT W ROBBIE J 9PM 
TUE 2/28 SUP® K 8PM 

DJ CRAIG MITCHELL 10PM 

tu. Church sf • *59-11909 

rcds«[uarcvf.cot») 
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PICO MOUNTAIN 
B-DAY LEARN TO SKI/RIDE 
STARTING AT $99 


FORAGES 7 AND OLDER 

Learn To Ski G Ride is an all-inclusive program designed to get you started on 
the mountain Single and multi-day packages include rental equipment, lift 
ticket and a 90-minute lesson (lift ticket is limited to the Bonanza lift]. Half day 
lessons meet at 104)0 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Thursday through Monday and every 




day during peak periods.* 
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LEARN MORE AT PICOMOUNTAIN.COM 

•Peak Dates: 2/18 - 2/26/12 
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LOOKING FORWARD 


museum curator of Marcy Hermansade 
mixed-media abstractions- The Putney 
artist's bewitching drawings - which. In 
turn. draw on everything from music to 
memory to politics — make up one-thlrc 
of BigTown Gallery's'Natural Wonders' 
exhibition, up through March 19. 


Awards fairly predictable, but two viewing 
parties keep things plenty interesting. At 
Red Square. Outright Vermont throws the 
costumed Out for the Oscars Red Carpet 
Gayla. aka the "gay Super Bowl.' In WR J. 
Revolutions Academy Awards Party fea- 
tures fake paparazzi, stretch limosand cheap 
wine - which might make Billy Crystal more 
palatable In his ninth time no sting. 

SEE CALENDAR USTINCS ON PAGE 51 


everything else. 
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MUSIC. 


MUST SEE. 

MUST DO THIS WEEK 

COMPILED BY CAROLYN FOX 


SATURDAY 25 


SUNDAY 26 


SUNDAY 26 


HeSthenext Billy Joel. Or is it the next Bruce Lastye 

Springsteen? Loftycntic comparisons aside. it'sBee 
Seth GGeYs easy falsetto and story-driven works c 


twentysomething has a Grammy nomina- 
tion to prove it. Bread & Butter Farm's bakery 
becomes a unique listening room for Gller 
and local songbird Maryse Smith on Saturday. 
Tic kets are I imited and tend to go fast. 


out a pair of Beethoven quartets at 
Chandler Music Hall on Sunday. "The 
gloves come off.' wrote the Washington 
Post in a recent review, allowing the 
foursome to 'really dig into the tor- 


Artists With Disabilities Showcase 

work to expand audience understand- 
ing of the word 'disability.' Dancer Lida 
Winfield (pictured), poet Eli Clare, pia- 
nist Michael Amowitt storyteller Rene 


Theater Company ta 
the latter on Sunday 


WEDNESDAY 29 

Let's Cause 
a Scene 


MflhNNUtN 




In Good Company 


5mooth Sailing 


Rules of Engagement 


WEDNESDAY 29 xpN. 

Forget Me Not ( J J 


ONGOING 

Wonder Land 

’Objects from dailylife 


SUNDAY 2b 

Reach for ( , 

the Stars '*■ 

Critics are calling this year’s Academy 
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for thinning hair 


Get a head start on fuller hair with 
our professional in-salon treatment 
It helps create a healthy scalp 
environment for an enhanced 
experience with INVATI solutions 
for thinning hair— helping to reduce 
hair loss* to keep the hair you have 
longer. 

Book your appointment today. 



FAIR GAME open season on Vermont politics by andybromage 


Do You Know Why 
I Pulled You Over? 


o the Vermont State Police 
treat black and brown drivers 
the same as white ones? 

That was the takeaway by the state 
cops — and most Vermont news outlets 

— last week after release of an in-depth 
study of whether troopers engage in 
racial profiling during traffic stops. 

The state police hired jacx mcdevht 
from the Institute on Race and Justice at 
Northeastern University to analyze data 
collected by state troopers from some 
50,000 traffic stops between July 2010 
and June 201L The purpose was to iden- 
tify any racial or ethnic disparities in 
enforcement - presumably so die police 
could fix whatever problems surfaced. 

Minorities are just 5 percent of 
Vermont’s population, making the 
state the second whitest in the U.S. 
after Maine. Not surprisingly, more 
Caucasians dian nonwhites get pulled 
over, 95.6 percent of the total compared 

McDevitfs analysis pinpointed “a few 
areas where racial and ethnic dispari- 
ties exist," namely that minorities were 
searched “slightly more than whites" 
relative to their population and diat 
such searches were actually less likely to 
turn up contraband for nonwhites than 
for white drivers. Plus, minorities were 
notably more likely to be ticketed tiian 
whites for traffic violations. 

“However, the data do not suggest 
that this is related to any systemic bias 
by VSP officers,” McDevitt concluded. 
“Overall, the analysis suggests that die 
VSP are professional in their enforce- 
ment practices.” 

The official state police press release 

- headlined “Bias Not Indicated by VSP 
Enforcement” — noted, “State police 
members stop very few drivers of color 
(4.4 percent) when compared to a state 
population, which is 5.7 percent non- 
white." Also, die state cops conducted 
"relatively few" vehicle searches overall 
(1 percent of stops), die statement said, 
and when they did, contraband was 
found 73 percent of the time. In other 
words, cops aren't needlessly searching 

It’s a pretty rosy picture. But don’t 
make “postracial” the state motto just 

Drill down into the numbers — as 
University of Vermont professor 
Stephanie seguino did and Vermont 
looks a whole lot less exceptional. 


For instance, the stop rate for blacks 
was almost double their population 
percentage. The rates for Asians and 
Hispanics were less. In other words, 
when you lump minority groups to- 
gether, as die state-police report did, 
the overall disparity rate looks a lot less 
alarming. When you pull die data apart, 
it looks like blacks are being targeted. 

Granted, cops usually can’t deter- 
mine the race of a driver who whizzes 
past at 80 miles per hour. But they can 
once they stop the car. And that's where 
Seguino says the numbers take a more 
troubling turn. 

MY READING 
OF THIS DATA 
IS THAT THIS 
UNDERSCORES 

SIGNIFICANT 

RACIAL 

DISPARITIES. 

STEPHANIE SEGUINO 

Once stopped, minority motorists 
were searched two and ahalftimes more 
often dian white drivere, Seguino says. 
Andonlyatliirdofthose searches turned 
up something illegal. “The percentage of 
white stops in which no contraband was 
found was 24 % of all cases, compared 
to 1.68% of minorities." Seguino re- 
ports. “In other words, minorities were 
seven times more likely to be searched 
needlessly." 

The likelihood of a minority driver 
getting a ticket instead of a warning? 
Two and a half times more than white 
drivers. 

Statistically, Seguino says, all that 
puts Vermont on par with states such as 
Florida and — gasp! — New Jersey when 
it comes to traffic-stop treatment. 

“They are over-searching people of 
co tor,” Seguino says of die state police, 
while crediting die agency with volun- 
tarily conducting the race-bias survey. 


The news reports indicated that search 
rates don’t indicate racial disparities. But 
my reading of this data is that this un- 
derscores significant racial disparities." 

The report’s justification for lumping 
minority groups togedier for analysis 
was the relatively small sample size: 1761 
minority stops. That's a small chunk of 
die 50,000 total, but Seguino says it’s 
plenty big to glean meaningful trends. 
She notes diat it's far larger than the 
numbers she collects and analyzes for 
Uncommon Alliance, a project that looks 
for racial disparities in data from police 
in Burlington, Soudi Burlington and 
Winooski and at UVM. 

“It would appear problems are being 
underplayed," Robert appel, executive 
director of the Vermont Human Rights 
Commission, says of the report “We 
have a long history of racial bias and 
prejudice in this country, and Vermont is 
no better than the rest of die country. We 
need to face facts." 

Appel believes any racial disparity 
identified can be explained by “implicit 
bias" of state troopers radier than out- 
right racism. But, he says, "recognizing 
die problem” — in this case, getting a 
firm grasp on everydiing the traffic data 
can tell us — is the first step toward ad- 
dressing it. To that end, Appel emailed 
state police Col. tom lesperance request- 
ing the raw traffic-stop data for a deeper 
analysis, but he was rebuffed. I n an email 
obtained by Fair Game, L'Esperance told 
Appel: “I diink we are getting ahead of 
ourselves a bit,” 

State police Maj. bill sheets clari- 
fies that the state police don’t yet have 
die raw data; they’re still with the 
Nordieastern University researchers. 
State police are already six months into 
collecting traffic-stop data for year two 
of the research, and Sheets says the 
second year will examine stops, searches 
and citations by race. 

“We’ll be looking for someone lo- 
cally” to do that analysis, Sheets says, 
adding, “and I hope it's Stephanie.” 

Is Sheets worried about the gaping 
racial disparities identified by Seguino? 
If so, he's not letting on. 

"I think it's an opportunity to take a 
look,” he says. “I don't want us to lose 
sight. Remember, most organizations 
nationally in law enforcement, the per- 
centages of times they actually search a 
vehicle are far higher. We search l per- 
cent of all vehicles stopped. In that rate 
— and I'm taking race out of the equation 
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- we have a success rate of finding con- 
traband 73 percent of the time. That's 
far and away a national model.” 

But race is part of the equation, re- 
member? That's why we’re having this 
conversation. 

Meanwhile, Over in Rutland... 

The state police aren't the only ones 
facing racial-profiling problems. On 
Monday, the City of Rutland agreed to 
pay $30,300 to an African American 
man from New York to settle allega- 
tions that he was unlawfully 
detained and strip searched 
by city cops after arriving at 
the Rutland Amtrak station 
last March. 

mark allen, a 41-year-old cable- 
system installer from Brooklyn, filed 
a “charge of discrimination" with the 
Vermont Human Rights Commission 
following die March 14, 2011, in- 
cident, claiming the cops violated 
Vermont’s Fair Housing and Public 
Accommodations Act. 

Allen apparently came to Rutland 
for a love connection and hitched a 
ride from the train station with the 
gal’s friend. Cops stopped die car he 
was riding in for a nonworking brake 
light and discovered that the Southern 
Vermont Drug Task Force wanted the 
car for suspected drug trafficking. 

According to a settlement agreement 
signed by Rutland city attorney Andrew 
cosTEU.0, police searched Allen and his 
luggage on-site — but no contraband 
was found. Allen consented to a strip 
search back at the station — again, noth- 
ing illegal turned up. Hie white driver 
and a second white passenger, mean- 
while, were let go widiout being strip 
searched or charged. 

Allen believed dial he “would not 
have been subjected to diis degree 
of scrutiny and humiliation had he 
not been an African American male.” 
Rutland officials denied that race had 
anything to do with it, but nonethe- 
less entered into a settlement to avoid 
threatened “litigation." 

If approved by city aldermen (a vote 
was set for Tuesday evening after Seven 
Days' deadline), die agreement will 
require Rutland to adopt a bias-free 
policing policy within 60 days and hire 
someone to teach it to every department 
employee by next year. 

Allen’s lawyer, oavid sleigh of St. 
Johnsbury, quips, “It’s tough to find ro- 
mance under these conditions.” 

The Mayoral Payroll 

Burlington’s mayoral candidates talk 


a tot about creating new jobs. Two of 
them aren't waiting for the election. 

miro weinberger has hired three 
full-time campaign staffers and one 
part-time one in his quest to become 
Burlington’s first Democratic mayor in 
more than 30 years. Campaign coordi- 
nator Jessica nordhaus, field director 
jaafar rizvi and campaign spokesman 
mike kanarick each earn $625 a week, 
according to Kanarick. deb lichtenfeld 
is paid $300 weekly to work half time, 
organizing house parties and fundrais- 
ers and handling campaign 
logistics. 

“As a small-business 
owner, Miro knows how 
important it is to hire a top-notch team, 
and that’s what he’s done in this cam- 
paign,” Kanartok says. 

Weinberger's Republican opponent, 
city councilor and state lawmaker kurt 
wright, has just one full-time staffer 
and last week put three part-time office 
workers on the payroll, tayt brooks. 
the former executive director of the 
Vermont Republican Party, earns $200 
a week, according to campaign reports. 

ANGELA CHAGNON and LINDA CHAGNON each 
got $150 on February 14, and clarke 
reiner was paid $125. 

Wright campaign spokesman oave 
hartnett, who works for free, says tile 
campaign was trying to use all volun- 
teers, but as the March 6 election got 
closer, he says, “We realized we needed 
extra help.” 

Independent wanda hines has no 
paid staff Reacting to Weinberger's 
campaign payroll figures, Hines said, 
“Woooo! Must be nice, huh? Good for 
him if that's what it takes. Our needs 
are different in this campaign. Mine are 

Weinberger is also benefiting from 
the state Democratic Party, which is 
lending him and other local Ds use of its 
Battery Street office and assistance from 
the state party’s communications and 
field staffers, according to jesse bragg, 
party executive director. 

If Weinberger can create private- 
sector positions like he does campaign 
jobs, Burlington's economy might actu- 
ally have the “fresh start” he’s promis- 
ing. If he wins. ® 


I Follow Andy on Twitter: 
twitter.com/Andy Bromage. 
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Wright’s Record: How Burlington’s Favorite 
Republican Votes in Montpelier 
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a city that voted two and a half 
one for the last Democratic gov- 
aor — and five to one for the last 
imocratic president — Kurt Wright 
is attempting the improbable; to become 
the Republican mayor of one of America’s 
most liberal cities. 

But you won’t hear Wright utter the R 
word. 

It’s not on his website. It’s not in his 
advertisements. And itk definitely not in 
his campaign slogan: "Citizenship. Not 
Partisanship.” 

A longtime member of the Burlington 
City Council — he's been on and off since 
1995 - Wright has earned endorsements 
from council colleagues of every political 
persuasion; Democrat David Hartnett, 
who manages his campaign; independent 
Sharon Bushor; and Progressive Vince 
Brennan. 

Also on the R’s side is former 
Democratic state representative Sandy 
Baird, who ran for mayor on the Green 
Party ti eket. “Kurt operates on a local level, 
and so do I," Baird says. "When an issue 
comes up that I'm concerned with. I find 
him to be open and respectful. He always 
listens and sometimes disagrees.” 

But in his other political job, repre- 


“I don’t know much about his work in 
Montpelier, frankly," Baird concedes. 

Unlike his Statehouse colleagues from 
Burlington, Wright has earned perfect 
or nearly perfect marks in four of the 
five legislative scorecards produced by 
the pro-business Vermont Chamber of 
Commerce. Many of the votes for which 
Wright earned credit from the chamber — 
in favor of former governor Jim Douglas' 
veto of a Democratic budget, in favor of 
reducing the estate tax and against requir- 
ing Vermont Yankee to increase its decom- 
missioning fund - split largely along party 

On the opposite side of the spectrum, 
Wright has scored 25 percent 
or less in four of the five re- 
ports produced by Vermont 
Public Interest Research 
Group, while the rest of 
the Burlington delegation 
notched perfect or near-per- 
fect scores. Wright earned mixed reviews, 
meanwhile, from Vermont Businesses for 
Social Responsibility, which released its 
first scorecard following the 2009-10 bi- 
ennium. The liberal business group rated 
him at 50 percent VBSR gave him credit 


the Democratic budget. He was one of 49 
against creating a single-payer health care 
system in Vermont. 

Wright can be hard to pin down ideo- 
logically. Asked to name a single statewide 
or national political figure from his party 
with whom he identifies, Wright declines 
to answer, saying, “I differ with everybody 
on different things. 

"I'm a Republican that believes in the 
basic Republican philosophy but is an 
independent-minded Republican. In other 
words, I don’t stick with strictly party 
dogma. I do what I think is right,” he says. 

That approach has made Wright a 
thoughtful and deliberative legislator, ac- 
cording to his Statehouse colleagues. They 
say that while he may support his caucus' 
position on big-ticket taxing and spending 




V if he 


POLITICS 


feels strongly enough about an is 

“I definitely disagree with him on stuff, 
but I've seen plenty of examples when he’s 
taken a principled stand and ignored his 
caucus' position,” says Rep. Chris Pearson 
(P-Burlington). 

He points to Wright's support of na- 
tional popular vote legislation that Pearson 
sponsored, for which the Republican took 
"a fair amount of heat from his caucus,” 
Pearson says. 

Rep. Don Turner (R-Milton). who leads 
the Republican caucus, observes: “Just 
watching from my leadership position, he 
does ask a lot of good questions in com- 
mittee. He understands how the process 
works. He understands how to get tilings 
done. 1 see him working across party lines, 
but he’s willing to carry our message with 
him to committee.” 

In the House Committee 
on Natural Resources and 
Energy, chairman Tony 
Klein (D-East Montpelier) 
says Wright is engaged, 
informed and independent. 

Wright is the only one of 
three Republicans on the committee who 
occasionally sides with Democrats and 
Progressives, Klein says. 

’When push comes to shove in my com- 
mittee. 1 can go to Kurt Wright and I can 
dealwithhimonan issue, and he will make 
his decision based upon the issue, not the 


New North End in the Vermont House of 
Representatives. Wright's record is reli- 
ably Republican. Though he strays from 
party orthodoxy from time to time - with 
his “yea” for gay marriage, for example — 
Wright consistently votes with his caucus 
on issues relating to the statebudget, taxes, 
labor, health care and the Vermont Yankee 
nuclear power plant 


ing the state’s unemployment insurance 
trust fund, while it dinged him for his VY 
decommissioning fund vote and for oppos- 
ing legislation that would have required 
utilities to buy renewable power at higher- 

During last year’s legislative session, 
for which interest-group rankings are 
not yet available, Wright was one of 34 
House members - of 150 - who opposed 


Though he has a lifetime score of 
37 percent from the Vermont League of 
Conservation Voters, Wright received a 
58 percent for the 2009-10 session and 
scored higher than all but five other House 
Republicans in the last two bienniums. 

“I’d say 58 percent from the League of 
Conservation Voters, for a Republican, is 
pretty frickin' good,” Klein says. 


Wright wins the most bipartisan praise 
for his 2009 vote in favor of marriage 
equality. When Douglas vetoed abill legal- 
izing gay marriage, Wright voted with a 
slim two-thirds majority to override the 

“I think it was brave of him to vote 
against his governor and support it,” says 
Rep. Kesha Ram (D-Burlington), a sup- 
porter of Wright's Democratic mayoral 
opponent, Miro Weinberger. 

Not according to Burlington City 
Councilor Ed Adrian, the vice chairman 
of the city Democratic party and also a 
Weinberger supporter. Adrian claims 
Wright’s vote was simply a matter of politi- 
cal expediency. 

"He voted that way because that was 
how he needed to vote politically,” Adrian 
says. “I think for somebody who wants to 
be the mayor ofcertainly a left-leaning city, 
to vote otherwise would have been politi- 
cal suicide.” 

Adrian points to a letter Mayor Bob 
Kiss circulated in 2009 that was meant to 
send a pro-gay-marriage message from the 
Burlington City Council to the governor 
and the legislature. Most city councilors 
signed it — but not Wright. 

Wright says he declined to sign the 
letter because, as a state legislator, he saw 
no reason to send a letter to himself. Plus, 
he was still gathering input from constitu- 
ents about how he should vote. 

“I listened to both sides, went to dif- 
ferent people’s houses on both sides of the 
issue and listened and talked to them and 
went to public hearings and ultimately 
decided it was the right tiling to da” he 
explains. 

Though he was not in the legislature at 
the time, Wright says he did not favor the 
creation of civil unions in 1999. Since then, 
his views have shifted. 

“I didn't and that’s part of the process 
of evolving,” he says. “I didn’t think it was 
the right thing at that time. Again, it^ the 
process of growing and changing.” 

That flexibility can leave Wrightopen to 
criticism. Lastmonth. the state Democratic 
Party accused him of flip-flopping on a rel- 
atively routine budget adjustment act that 
would have provided funding for several 
Burlington priorities. When the bill first 
came up for a vote, Wright voted against it, 
but on final passage - a few hours after the 
party criticized the vote in a press release 
- he voted for it. 

“When he thought no one from 
Burlington was paying attention 
in Montpelier, he voted party-line 
Republican and against Burlington inter- 
ests.” Democratic Party chairman Jake 
WRIGHTS RECORD » P.19 
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Biomass or Biomess? Activists Protest 
Fair Haven Development 

by Kathryn Flagg 


T he debate over burning tree limbs for electricity isheatingup again as a wood- 
fueled power plant moves closer to construction in Fair Haven. The Vermont 
Department of Environmental Conservation issued an air-quality permit last week 
to Massachusetts-based Beaver Wood Energy to construct a biomass generation 
plant and accompanying wood-pellet manufacturing facility in a part of Vermont 
that already suffers from the highest asthma rates In the nation. 

Vermont is experiencing something of a biomass boom. Thirteen percent of the 
state's K-12 schools already heat with wood. Developers are eyeing a once-shuttered 
industrial site in North Springfield for the location of a new plant that would 
generate both heat and electricity. 

The Fair Haven permit approval comes just a few weeks after die Biomass Energy 
Development Working Group released its final report to the legislature, detailing 47 
recommendations for encouraging the growth of Vermont's biomass industry while 
also maintaini ng forest healdi. Among the report's recommendations: encourage wood 
pellet production: incentivize the biomass industry with tax credits, low-i nterest loans 
or renewable energy credits; and establish wood -procurement standards. 

The question isn’t if biomass use should be expanded, according to the report, 
but how. © 



In the Market for a Hostel? 
Burlington’s Is For Sale. 

by Kathryn Flagg 


I 


S harp-eyed readers of the Seven Days classifieds may have noticed an intriguing 
tidbit in recent listings: Two yearsafter openingin the Queen City, the Burlington 
Hostel is for sale. The listing touted a “folly operational” and “profitable” business 
with a prime location, furnishings and 48 beds. 

Brian and Olga Dalmer moved up from Connecticut in 2010 to open the hostel at 
the corner of Main and South Champlain streets, touting the city's lack of affordable 
hotel beds as the perfect opening for a new business. 

Now, says Brian Dalmer, the couple are looking into selling because they may not 
be in Burlington much longer. Dalmer wouldn't say more on the subject, except that 
the possible sale boils down to personal circumstance and not the business itselfl 
Dalmer wouldn't say whether he’s gotten any offers but emphatically added, “It's 
not going to close." With reservations already on the books for May, he says he and 
his wife will be returning to Burlington to reopen after the scheduled winter hiatus 
“unless something changes." © 


Tom Hanks Plays VT’s Capt. Richard 
Phillips in Movie Filming on Cape Cod 

By Margot Harrison 

W hen Capt. Richard Phillipsof Underhill arrived home after his 2009 ordeal as the 
hostage of Somali pirates, the nation celebrated him. Now Phillips is receiving 
an additional honor vouchsafed to few: Hell be portrayed on screen by Tom Hanks. 

The casting news has been floating around for neatly a year, but now filming of 
Captain Phillips, based on Phillips’ memoir. A Captain's Duty, is due to start on Cape Cod. 

The casting call drew professional seamen, one of whom protested the 
screenplay's inaccurate terminology (doors instead of hatchways — “There are no 
doors on a ship,” he noted). 

Catherine Keener, whom you may remember as the lady who devirginized Steve 
Cardl in The 40-Year-Old Virgin, will play Phillips’ wife. As for the film’s director, 
various sourcessay it’s Paul Greengrass,whohelmed the last two Bourne films, though 
IMD still describes that as just a "rumor." IMD also says to expect the film in 2013. 

No word on whether die film will shoot any scenes in Vermont © 
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LocM-matters 


Mine Your Own Business? Two Towns Weigh 
the Pros and Cons of Superfund Listing 



O n Town Meeting Day, residents 
in Lowell and Eden will be asked 
whether they support making 
the abandoned asbestos mine on 
Belvidere Mountain a federal Superfund 
site. A “yes” vote could make available mil- 
lions of government dollars to clean up the 
Vermont Asbestos Group property, a 1540- 
acre site that has become an eyesore and 
environmental hazard since die mine shut 

But die designation also has the poten- 

lead some residents of these Northeast 
Kingdom towns to opt for the devil they 
know over thedevil they don’t. Among their 
worries: The Environmental Protection 
Agency hasn't revealed any details about 
its cleanup plan for Belvidere. Nor has it 
said how much time, or money, the process 
might require. Some local residents are 
even worried that some of dieir driveways 
- paved with material from the mine - 
may be considered part of die pollution. 



Complicating matters, a Middlesex 
developer is making noise about building 
a biomass energy plant on the old mine 
site. The Lamoille Economic Development 
Corporation says the site needs to be fully 
remediated before any redevelopment can 
2 take place - something only a Superfiind 
H designation, and the federal dollars to 
5 follow, could pay for. 

| Eden resident Leslie White worries 
2 diat voters could be seduced into voting 
g( for Superfiind status by the promise of a 
biomass development diat never material- 
izes. She warns, “If we invite die EPA and 


Superfund ia diis could become a way 
bigger and more complicated thing than 
we need.” 

Superfund listing has strong support 
from state agencies and some Vermont en- 
trepreneurs who argue that the only way to 
clean up or repurpose the mine site is widi 
the federal dollars die Superfund program 
guarantees. But it’s been a tough sell in 
Lowell and Eden. 

White says the Superfiind label con- 
notes a public danger that could negatively 
affect property values and local businesses. 
It didn't help that, four years ago, die 


Vermont Department of Healdi released 
a report dial inaccurately concluded the 
region was at higher risk of lung cancer 
because of asbestos exposure. 

Following publication of the health 
study. White says cabins at nearby Lake 
Eden - the “only kind of touristy thing in 
Eden" - received calls from prospective 
visitors who wanted to cancel their trips. 
Superfund listing White says, is a “label 

"Superfund is not a perfect tool, and 
1 totally get that," says John Schmcltzcr, 
an environmental analyst with the 


Vennont Department of Environmental 
Conservation. 'The way things came down 
with the health study, I understand why the 
community was upset The state as a whole 
had a credibility problem.” 

That in turn has fostered widespread 
skepticism among residents in the area. 
Many of diem doubt the site is dangerous, 
despite a preliminary EPA site analysis 
from 2007 and 2008 diat confirmed its eli- 
gibility for Superfund designation. 

State Rep. Mark Higley (R-Lowell) 

MINE YOUR OWN BUSINESS? »RI8 
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Did Race Play a Role in the Recent 
Departure of a Burlington Principal? 


There’s 

Something New at 
the Windjammer! 


D oes the Burlington School 
District have a race problem? 
Definitely, according to more 
than a half dozen current and 
former BSD employees who claim the 

inclusive place for people of color. They 
point to last week's resignation of Trevor 
Christopher, coprincipal of the Integrated 
Arts Academy at HX). Wheeler, as the latest 
example of a nonwhite person rumored to 
be leaving the district because of concerns 
about racial insensitivity and cultural 

On February 13, BSD superintendent 
Jeanne Collins announced thatChristopher 
was resigning his post effective June 30 
and goingon immediate medical leave due 
to injuries he sustained last fall. The press 
release offered no further explanations for 
Christopher’s departure, nor did it include 
a statement from the outgoing principal 
himself. 

In a subsequent interview. Collins said 
she was not aware of any other reasons 
for Christopher’s departure, noting that 
his resignation letter cited none. In an 
email, Christopher declined an interview 
request from Seven Days to explain 
whether he was leaving due to concerns 
about the district's racial climate, except 
for one mysterious comment: “Where 
there is smoke, there is fire." 

But others allege that of more than a 
dozen people of color who have been hired 
by the district in the last two years, at least 
six have either resigned or are considering 
resignations. 

"Everybody was excited to have a 
principal of color. And now they see another 
staff of color leaving” notes Sara Martinez 
de Osaba, who claims she was "forced out” 
of the district due to her outspokenness 
about racial inequities. “So you wonder 
why kids don’t go into the education field. 
They’re getting the message loud and clear 
here in the Green Mountains.” 

The district’s attrition rate for faculty 
and staff of colo r could not be independently 
confirmed, in part because such data aren't 
necessarily communicated to the district 
and are sometimes based on anecdotal 
information. Nevertheless, some who are 
working to create a more equitable work 
environment suggest there’s a problem. 

"The diversity and equity office has been 
increasingly concerned about what mayor 
may not be patterns, but our data [have] 
not yet told us what we should be focused 
on.” says Dan Baton, the district's director 
of diversity and equity. "But much of our 
efforts around recruitment and hiring arc 
fruitless if we're not similarly concerned 
about climate, which includes retention. 



cultural competency and 
institutional racism, if it's 

One person of color 
who says she resigned 
from the district because 
of its intolerant racial climate is Jeanine 
Bunzigiye. The Congolese native and 
Burlington High School graduate spent 
several years as a paraeducator and home- 
school liaison for newly arrived African 
immigrants. Bunzigiye, who speaks French, 
Swahili and Lingala, says she often served 
as a translator for African immigrants who 
spoke little or no English. 

Yet, despite her linguistic abilities, 
Bunzigiye says her interpretations of 
parents’ words were often di sco unted, even 
belittled, by teachers and administrators 
as "her own opinion" and not necessarily 
reflective of the parents’ true sentiments. 
Bunzigiye says she was even criticized for 
doing “too much advocacy work” on behalf 
of African-born families. 

“I was translating exactly what the 
parents were saying to me ... but [the 
administrator] didn't want to hear what I 
was saying" says Bunzigiye, who resigned 
and went to work for the Burlington 
Housing Authority. “That was my green 
light to say, ’Bye-bye.’ I just didn’t feel 
respected or valued." 

Bunzigiye says such experiences 
reflect those she had as a student and 
new American. She cites an incident that 
occurred shortly after her arrival at BHS, 
when she was given an assignment to write 
an essay about a film her class had seen. 
Bunzigiye recalls being so moved by the 
movie that she wrote five pages. 

“When I handed in my paper, the 
teacher said, 'Jeanine, that is not your 


work,’" she recalls. "1 never 

Other staff of color 
who have worked with 


similar incidents in which 
faculty, staff or administrators openly 
displayed ignorance, insensitivity or 
patronizing behavior toward their foreign- 
bom students. 

Lindsay Reid is an African American 
woman who grew up in Burkina Faso. 
Beginning in the fall of 2008, she worked at 
Burlington High School as an AmeriCorps 
volunteer assigned to nonnative English 
speakers. 

Reid says she was “shocked" by the 
insensitivity several faculty members 
showed toward recent immigrants. She 
recalls one teacher who routinely referred 
to them as “dumbasses." and another 
who labeled a student "retarded" simply 
because he came from a nonliterate culture. 

“I told them that I don’t think this 
student is ’retarded,'" Reid recalls. “If you 
don't speak their language, you're not 
qualified to make that assessment" 

Another time. Reid recalls gettinga phone 
call from a teacher about an African student 
who showed up in class wearing clothes 
that were very dirty and needed laundering. 
When Reid arrived in the classroom, many 
students were holding their noses and 
laughing. They weren't alone 

"The teacher was also laughing 
hysterically because her student smelled 
bad. And they acted like it was an 
emergency,” Reid recalls. “It was very 
embarrassing for the student and handled 
very poorly and very mean.” 
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LocALma£ters 


some test plots where tile state has tried to 
grow vegetative cover. The state actively 
manages the site as best it can, but without 
a massive cleanup effort — which would 
likely include cutting down and capping 
the prevailing attitude. “The the tailings piles in some way — it is catch 


Mine Your Own 
Business? «p.i 6 


people up in Lowell have lived widi it for 
100 years," he says of the mine. “It's kind 
of second nature to them." 

It doesn’t help that they’re faced with 


one real ly knows how much i t would 
1 clean up Belvidere Mountain. The 
bankrupt owners have put the 


a classic catch-22: The EPA can't clarify figure at around $60 million. In a 2010 
is for die mine undl die community report, the state DEC estimated the price 




SUPERFUND 
IS NOT A 
PERFECT 
TOOL, 


a formal ap- 
is the biomass developer, Dexter 
Le favour, making any promises without a 
guaranteed cleanup timeline. 

But David Hallquist. the CEO of Superfund status. 
Vermont Electric Cooperative and the Established i 
board president of the Lamoille Economic 
Development Corporation, which sup- 
ports Superfund status, stresses that 
potential future development hinges on 
cleaning up the mine. 

“Tile real question here is, 'Do you 
want this site to be cleaned up?’" says 
Hallquist. “As it sits now. you can't even go 

start the process?" 

The Belvidere 
Mountain mine began 
operating in die early 
1900s and at one time 

ducer of chrysotile 
asbestos in the U.S. 

Miners extracted the 
asbestos ore from 
open pits and sent it to 
factories where it was 
made into brake pads, 
floor and ceiling tiles, 
and other products. 

The leftover tailings 

— huge mounds of the 
by-products of mining 

— grew up alongside 
the mine. Today, resi- 
dents describe those piles as small moun- 
tains in their own right 

The mine closed in 1993 amid grow- 
ing concern about asbestos' links to lung allows, 
cancer and asbestosis. Now it’s die tailings 
piles — 30 tons in all — that most worry 
state and federal environmental regula- 
tors. Specifically, they don't want asbestos 
eroding into downstream wetlands. 

The mine isn't going to go away, says draft a lettei 
Schmeltzer, and the tailings piles will in motion, 
continue to erode — especially during 
the increasingly severe weather events 
experts predict the state will experience 
in coming decades. He counts the region program, 
lucky that Tropical Storm Irene didn’t hit Some residents 

as hard at Belvidere Mountain as it did in 
other parts of die state. 

“It’s a big site, and there's no silver 
bullet or quick fix here," Schmeltzer says. 

There are a few efforts in place already to 
deal with cleanup: berms and diversion says, 
channels to route away runoff, as well as lem it 


million to $200 million. 

Local residents guess die actual cost 
could be hitler — and worry' that federal 
funds won’t be there to cover the prom- 
ised 90 percent, even if the site does earn 


abandoned hazardous waste sites, the 
Superfund program allows the EPA to 
clean up pollution and compel the respon- 
sible parties — when they still exist — to 
reimburse certain cleanup costs. When 
those parties can't be found, the EPA taps 
a special trust fund to finance die cleanup. 
Currendy, 13 sites in Vermont are listed on 
the Superfund registry. 

Prior to 1995, funds 
came through a tax on 
petroleum and chemi- 
cal products, but for 
almost two decades 
Superfund has had to 
compete with other 
federal programs for 
precious dollars. The 
spending plan sent to 
Congress by the White 
House diis month 
calls for reducing the 


program' 


fundin; 


JOHN SCHMELTZER, 
VERMONT DEPARTMENT 
OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSERVATION 


by 6 percent — from 
$565 million to $532 
million. 

EPA spokesman Jim 
Murphy acknowledges 


the c 


t of 


mal funding can be hard to predict. In 
case of the asbestos mine, he says the 
EPA would work incrementally as funding 


The state has said it won’t pursue 
Superfund listing without community 
support, which leaves the DEC waiting 
on the results of the March 6 vot 
towns give their approval, the si 

the EPA to set the process 


e. If the 


latter how you slice it, the bottom 
. it is the only mechanism we 
have," Schmeltzer says of die Superfund 




the idea. Lowell selectman Alden Warner 
isn’t 100 percent sure that Superfund is 
the right answer but says die mine will 
need to be dealt with eventually. 

lon't do something," Warner 
going to just throw this prob- 
• grandchildren’s laps." © 




Wright’s Record «. w 

Perkin son wrote in a statement. “Once 
called out on his vote, he conveniently 
changed his tune." 

Wright says he initially voted no to 
express dissatisfaction with a provision in 
the bill that would have created a number 
of new state government positions — but 
that he always planned to vote for the bill 
on final passage. 

“It was a simple matter of casting a vote to 
express concerns about die process,” he says. 

Ram finds that hard to believe. 

"I let him know I was surprised he 
voted against it. Of course, he voted for 
it die day after. I still don’t understand 
the substantive changes he saw.” the 
Democrat says. 

Wright sees criticism of his voting 
record in Montpelier as evidence that his 
Democratic opponent is engaged in “a tra- 
ditional, hardcore. party-based campaign.” 
He says he has received undue scrutiny 
because he is running against “a guy who 
has no voting record whatsoever.” 

Wright and his supporters argue that 
what Burlington voters really care about is 
his record on local issues and his experi- 
ence in city government 



FORA 


FRICKIN’ GOOD. 

REP. TONY KLEIN 


“I don’t always agree with Kurt but 
what I've really come to appreciate is 
the process he goes through when we're 
having a discussion about an issue,” says 
Bushor, the independent city councilor 
who endorsed Wright last week. “He 
really does listen to all sides before he 
makes a decision, and that’s reallv impor- 
tant to me.’’® 



Did Race Play 
a Role? « P.17 

Reid, who now does international 
development work for Tetra Tech ARD 
in Burlington, says that prior to her 
AmeriCorps experience, she wanted to 
teach in Burlington schools. 

"But 1 quickly came to the conclusion 
that I wouldn’t be able to teach here under 
those circumstances," she says. “I think 
it’s institutional. It's unexamined biases 
and nobody is challenging those biases.” 

For her part. Collins says she doesn't 
believe die district lias an attrition 
problem that is specific to people of color. 
Nevertheless, she says the district has 
been “working really, really hard" over the 
last two years to “change the paradigm” on 
cultural competence. 

“I couldn't possibly deny that 
somebody may have left because they 
did not feel welcome, or the job was not 
the right fit, or the district somewhere 
along the way let them down,” she says. 
But while some are critical of recent staff 
losses, Collins prefers to focus on the 
progress the district has made in die last 
two years. 

For example, the district now evaluates 
all candidates for faculty employment 
based on their cultural competence. 
As part of the screening process, all 
candidates must answer diree essay 
questions on diversity; anyone who scores 


low on that part of the test i sn’t granted an 

Last year, Collins adds, the district 
hired a company called Consortium for 
Inclusion and Equity, to train schools' 
hiring committees on issues of cultural 
competence. Since its adoption, all faculty 
members in the district are going through 
the three-hour training program. 

Additionally, she says, last week the 
district sent out “cultural competence 
assessment” surveys to all schools to 
help administrators better identify 
“trouble spots” in each school and provide 
additional training and support where 
necessary. 

On Thursday, the Burlington School 
Board is hosting a town-hall-style meeting 
to gather comments and feedback on the 
task force report on diversity, equity and 
inclusion that was released last October. 
The goal, says board chair Keith Pillsbury, 
is to help the district create a five-year 
strategic plan for creatinga more inclusive 
learning environment — for students and 
staff alike. 

“We have to listen to the information 
we get when we ask the tough questions." 
says Collins. ® 

Q The Burlington School Board is 
holding a town-hall-style meeting to 
help shape the district’s strategic plan on 
diversity, equity and inclusion on Thursday. 
February 23. at 4:30 p.m. in Burlington City 
Hall Auditorium. 
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U VM Prof Revises The Golden Ass for a New Age 

BY AMY LILLY 



T he epithet "one of the greatest 
comic novels in die history of 
literature” might bring to mind 
The Adventure’s of Huckleberry 
Finn; The Life and Opinions of Tristram 
Shandy, Gentleman; or Don Quixote. For 
University of Vermont classics profes- 
sor m.d. usher, however, that phrase 
describes The Golden Ass, written by 
Lucius Apuleius in Latin around 150 AD. 

The story of a young man whose 
curiosity leads him to accidentally turn 
himself into a donkey, The Golden Ass 
is a ribald adventure tale full of sharp 
social commentary on second-century 
Roman life. It influenced storytelling 
from Boccaccio through Pinocchio and 
beyond. Literature students usually en- 
counter the book in college, but Usher 
diought it entertaining and important 
enough to warrant a new adaptation that 
could engage “young readers of all ages." 

I THINK THE 
COMIC 
APPROACH 
TENDS 10 BE 
MORE HONEST. 

M.D. USHER 

Usher's The Golden Ass of Lucius 
j Apuleius cuts out much of die bawdiness 
8 of die original tale and turns the main 
g; character, whom Apuleius named after 
< himself, into an 11-yeai^old boy named 
p Prudentius. With cleverly allusive pen- 
“( and-ink illustrations by T. Modey and 
an easy chapter format, die book is a gift 
to die preadolescent set: great literature 
£ disguised as a rollicking tale. 

$ “A lot of adults could read this with 
^ profit,” Usher admits by phone from his 
jjj Shoreham home, where he also operates 
g die Works and Days Farm, “but everyone 
between the ages of 8 and 12 will love the 

> The classics department chair dari- 
° fies that “being an ass” meant the same 
g in Roman times as it does now: “It's the 
81 lowest being of the animal kingdom you 
could be transformed into." Usher took 
>2 Ills cue for the ass jokes from Apuleius, 
< who often chose phrases in Latin — his 
x diird language, after Punic, his native 
£j North African tongue, and Greek — to 
5 pun on the sounds of a donkey braying. 
K When Prudentius quips, “I’ve since 



learned the truth about 
the word ASSUME: it only 
makes an ASS out of U and ME," he’s 
adhering to the spirit, if not the letter, of 
die original. 

Making Greek and Roman classics 
accessible to young minds is a hobby for 
Usher, whose own three sons are older 
— his youngest is 16. He wrote two pic- 
ture books, Diogenes and Wise Guy: The 


Life and Philosophy of Socrates, 
help children under- 
stand those giants of 
Western philosophy. 
Usher can also 
do serious and 
adult; he has 
written an 
opera libretto 
in Larin, Voces 
Vergilianae, 
for which a 
Portland, Ore., 
composer wrote 
sic, and is 
collaborat- 
ing with that composer 
another opera, about 
the emperor Nero. But Usher finds 
comedy to be a perfect teaching tool. 

“I think die comic approach tends to 
be more honest, [and] there's somediing 
about that that kids like,” he says. “It 
helps them to feel safe to laugh about 
serious diings like sexuality." 

But it wasn't just the entertainment 


value of The Golden Ass diat Usher 
wanted to convey through his new ad- 
aptation. Apuleius’ novel is essentially 
a “story of redemption,” he declares. 
As a donkey, the hapless Prudentius is 
enslaved by a greedy millstone owner, 
forced by eunuch priests to haul a stone 
icon around for alms and dressed up as 
Pegasus in skits devised by an entrepre- 
neur-tumed-artist, among other adven- 
tures, before he can return to humanity. 

The story’s comedy "enhances it,” 
says Usher, "because along the way, 
you've seen all the misdemeanors and 
foibles of society, and you're not above 
all that. You come out thinking, OK, I’ve 
suffered, learned my lesson and turned 
into something bet ter - oral least turned 
into a human again. Which is enough, in 
my mind.” ® 


B Ihe Golden Ass of Lucius Apuleius. 

adapted from the Latin original by MO. 
Usher, illustrations by T. Motley. David R. 
Godine, 85 pages. SI7.95. 


LADY IN RED 

She began as a mysterious 
figure in white: white, ankle- 
length parka, white boots 

cinched so tightly around 
her face that only her eyes 
and forehead (painted 
white) were visible. Now 
she's a walking explosion 

No, she’s not a crazy 
person, or an "abominable 
snowperson," as one 
curious Seven Days reader 
suggested: it's Burlington 

artist KATE DONNELLY. Since ~ — — 

February 6. she has spent 
every weekday morning in her eye-catching wbite- 
and-red costume, walking the sidewalks of Burlington's 
South End. She calls the performance piece 'Also There: A 
Performance for the Commuter." 

Donnelly takes the same route every day, but her 
appearance has changed over time. The tiny flecks of red 
material that peeked out ofher parka inthefirstweek 
have grown. Every day, Donnelly pulls the shiny red stuff 
out farther. By the second week, it looked like she was 
adorned with poppies. Now, halfway through the third, thi 
long red sashes cover her almost entirely. 

For commuters, the performance has been both 
intriguing and kind of freaky. Another reader writes in to 
say she spotted Donnelly on Pine Street. "(It was) a bit 
scary for the young kids waiting to cross to go down to 



Champlain Elementary. 

n i § The crossing guard 
If says she never talks 
|e or responds to his 

ifi greetings." 

For Donnelly, it's all 
part of the show. "The 
‘ figure, in a state of 
gradual metamorphosis, 
momentarily interrupts 
the attention of an 
audience who are engaged 
irr a daily transition," she 
writes on her blog, which 
can be found atalsothere. 
blogspot.com. "With the 
daily reappearance of the 
figure, the audience may 
witness the sight again 
and again, begin to notice it 
changing, perhaps even look for it. It may become part of 

She adds. "We take comfort in titles, certainties, 
tangible outcomes ... I wish to remind the audience ... to 
notice the anomalies and embrace adventure." 

Donnelly wraps up the adventure this week, so catch 
her while you can. 

MEGAN JAMES 



— GOT AN ARTS TIP? ARTNEWS@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 



A Benefit Concert Pays Tribute to 
the Memory of Vermont Singer- 
Songwriter Rachel Bissex 


BY PAMELA P0LST0N 


E mma Sky was 19 when her 
mother, beloved Vermont 

singer-songwriter Rachel 
Bissex, died of breast cancer. 
And that was when the classically 
trained violinist decided to devote 

her life to music. This despite having 
seen her mom and dad, 
musician and playwright 

STEPHEN GOLDBERG. Struggle 
financially. “As a kid 

watching both my parents 
be artists, I thought, I'm 
never going to go through 
that," Sky says. But, she 
adds, “Music is the one 
thing that has always 

been there for me.” 

It’s not every teen who can carry on 
with such purpose after a parent dies 
young, but Sky - who changed her 
surname when she began performing 
professionally — has both taken up full- 
time music and embraced fundraising 
for cancer victims. 

Though she moved to Brooklyn last 
fall, Sky, now 26, has organized a ben- 
efit in Burlington called "Dancing with 
Rachel,” featuring an evening of original 
music by more than 10 singer-songwrit- 
ers. On the bill this Saturday, February 
25. at Studio A are Joshua glass, rebecca 

PADULA, LINDA BASSICK, CAROL ABAIR and 

others. The recipient is a New York non- 
profit called CancerCare, because “the 
money goes directly to cancer victims 
and their families," Sky says. 

Her involvement with the charity is 
also more personal; “They asked me to 
come to a retreat for families healing 


their hearts,” Sky says, who adds she’s 
learned “what music is made of and how 
it connects people." She's also teaching a 
class called “The Heart of Music" at die 
“community-driven” Brooklyn Brainery, 
and gives private violin lessons. 

But classical music is not Sky's only 
interest. The University 
of Vermont grad per- 
formed with symphonic 
groups in college, but also 
played bluegrass fiddle. 
In Brooklyn, she’s hooked 
up widi hip-hop artists 
through the Brooklyn 
Label and an outfit called 
the Freight Train Hobos. 
She's also part of a band 
called die Eggs, “formed with people I’ve 
met since I moved here,” Sky says. “It's 
incredible music." Asked to describe it, 
she hesitates. “It's a mix between rock 
— Pink Floyd and Radiohead — but a big 
classical influence, too... There’s also a 
flamenco influence.” Sky says the Eggs 
are aiming to book a tour in early April 
and will try for a venue in VermonL 
Meanwhile, there is “Dancing With 
Rachel," which Sky hopes will become 
an annual event “We’re all going to play 
a few songs, andat least one ofRachel's,” 
she says. "I’m really looking forward to 
hearing people play her music." ® 



Winooski Avenue. Bull ington. Saturday. 
February 25. 730 p.m. Suggested donation 
S10-20. cancercare.org 
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A Burlington Performer Untangles Her Dyslexia Through Dance 


L ida winfielo didn’t learn to read until her early 
twenties. The Burlington dancer and teacher is 
so well spoken, it's difficult to fathom that she 
has never read Shakespeare, that she cannot 
spell simple words, and that if you ask her to meet you 
at the corner of Maple and South Champlain, she may 
have to rely on a GPS to find you. 

Winfield, now 33, has dyslexia “1 am not the look, 
the image of someone who’s illiterate,’’ she says. “The 
perception is. I’m being ridiculous, or I should just try 

She's been trying all her life. This weekend in 
Montpelier, Winfield will tell - and dance — her sur- 
prisingly universal story in a one- woman dance- theater 
work, "In Search of Air,” as part of lost nation theater's 
WinterFest. 

Winfield performed the work earlier this month at 
Goddard College. Physically, she is striking: a petite 
woman with huge blue eyes and dark hair. But it’s her 
commanding voice and intimate, tightly woven story 
that keep the audience captivated 
from the moment she walks on 
stage, her arms piled with white 
tulle. 

Over the next hour or so, Winfield tells die story of 
her early education — how she and the other kids with 
learning disabilities were shuffled off into a separate 
classroom; how she learned to memorize, but not to 
read; how she grew angry and disillusioned; how her 
mother tried to accommodate her disability by finish- 
ing her daughter's homework; and finally, how art 
became her salvation. Winfield brings each story to life 
with movement, sometimes simply a repented gesture, 
odier times dancing atop a stack of books. 

"Bilking to Winfield about the work, which she has 
been developing for the last seven years, offers insight 
not just into her process but into die way her mind 
works. When she references certain vignettes, she 
uses gestures rather than words, just as she does in the 
show. For example, while saying the word “classroom” 
to describe where she and the other kids learned to 
memorize, she raises her arms as if cradling a baby. For 


IWRITETHE STORIES IN MYHEAD. 


LIDA WINFIELD 

die next few references, she drops the word entirely. 

Winfield tells the same stories in every perfor- 
mance, but she has never written them down. “I write 
die stories in my head,” she says. "My work doesn't ever 
live on paper." 

She grew up in the Burlington area but never names 
her school. Winfield says she's still angry about the way 
her learning disability was handled, but she’s not bitter, 
and neither is “In Search of Air.” Her family was loving 
and supportive, she says, but also at a loss. 

And when Winfield was 17, her mom was diagnosed 
with cancer. In die show, this is when Winfield wraps 
her own tiny body in the billowing tulle. 

On stage, Winfield recalls seething with anger on 


graduation day after her mother died, realizing she 
had made it through high school widiout learning 
anything. She remembers looking down at her diploma 
and thinking I cannot actually read what this says. 

Her turning point came when she enrolled at 
Landmark College, a school in Putney for students 
widi learning disabilities; there, her whole world 
opened up. “My learning wasn't restrained to a chair or 
a textbook,” Winfield says. “I got to lie on the floor as 
we discussed things.” 

It wasn't just movement that helped. “Part of it 
was that there wasn’t shame," she says. “That's where 
learning happens, when we’re not afraid." 

It wasn't all smooth sailing from there. It took 
Winfield many tries at many different colleges to earn 
her BA. “Being dyslexic is still my hardest thing," she 
says. “It’s still what I cry about most." 

Still, she persisted, and recently earned her MFA 
from Goddard. These days, education is a crucial part 
of Winfield's life. In addition to teaching dance classes 

at the FLYNN CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS, Winfield is 

involved with the Flynn's professional development 
program “Words Come Alive," which takes her to 
schools around the state, working with teachers to 
integrate dance and movement into their academic 
curricula. 

Winfield dreams of talcing “In Search of Air" on 
tour, so her story can reach others who may be feeling 
as she once did. She wants to remind them, “We are 
bigger than our words,” she says. “If it hadn’t been for 
art and my family, I can't imagine what would have 
happened." ® 


TRYING OUT 

It may be true that "All the world's 
a stage," as Jacques intones in 
Shakespeare’s As You Like It. But it's 
also true that most actual stages require 
auditions. In Randolph next month, the 

VERMONT ASSOCIATION OF THEATRE AN 0 THEATRE 

artists is offering dozens of them. Upward of 
75 aspiring actors can be scheduled during 
| the annual, daylong event. For its silver 
anniversary, points out codirector ronni lopez, 
VATTA has a brand-new location: the chandler 
center for the arts. After holding court at St. 
Michael's Col lege for many years, Lopez hopes 
the central location will make the event more 
| convenient for participantsfrom southern 
Vermont, 

Thespians who apply will be required to 


□resent two monologues, plus "16 bars of a song 
if you want to sing' says Lopez, before a panel of 
theater professionals.The panel then gives its 
evaluation. With any luck, the actor walks away 
with the promise of a paying gig in a show. 

There’s a parallel interview process for nonactor 
theater peeps, such as lighting and design 
technicians, who have the same goal of finding 

Lopez concedes that attendance at the VATTA 
event has declined a bit in recent years — last 
year, just 30-odd folks showed up. Why? "I don't 
know," she admits. "We've had pretty consistent 
□roducers." Lopez, who codirects VATTA with 
actor g. richaro ames, acknowledges that small 
theater groups around the state may simply 
not have the time to commit beyond their own 


organizations "I understand how 
people feel about driving to these 
things," she says of the audition-anc 
interview event. 

Still, for individuals looking to break into 
show biz, or build on current careers, VATTA 
offers a stage and a chance to act out 

PAMELA POLSTON 

VATTA STATEWIDE AUDITIONS & 
INTERVIEWS EVENT 

Chandler Center for the Arts, Randolph. To apply. 
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Dear Cecil, 

With the population of the 
United States growing ever 
more obese and oil becoming 
scarcer, I wonder if the gov- 
ernment has started taking 
into account the energy its 
population is storing in body 
fat. Hypothetically, how much 
would this add to the nation's 
energy reserves? 

John Prokos, Kathmandu 

J ohn, you know I admire 
outside-the-box think- 
ing, and this is about 
as out there as it gets. 
We'll ignore the queasy question 
of how you'd go about mining 
this unexploited resource and 
instead focus on just how much 
there is. Answer: a lot 



According to a much-quoted 
2009 press briefing from the 
Centers for Disease Control, 
American adults collectively are 
hauling around at least 4.6 bil- 
lion extra pounds of fat That’s 
die equivalent of fora - trillion 
BTUs of energy - an impressive 
number, but what does it mean 
in practical terms? The follow- 

amount of energy would be con- 
tained in: 

• 700,000 barrels of crude 

• 35 million gallons of 
gasoline, or 

• nearly 15 freight trains 
loaded with coaL (Tm telling 
you, my assistantUnawent 
nuts with the spreadsheet 
on this.) 

Still not grasping the magni- 
tude of the thing? Let's try this. If 


you could magically liposuction 
out all of that 4.6 billion pounds 
of extra fat, it would make a cube 
150 feet on a side of quivering 
yellow ... OK, not the best visual. 
But consider: 

• If Americans' excess body 
fat amid be converted into 
something suitable for the 
solid rocket boosters of the 
now-retired space shuttle, it 
could have powered all 135 
launches, with enough left 
for a few more missions after 
that. 

• You could deep fry more 
than 83 billion large orders 
of McDonald’s fries in it 

• Alternatively, come 
Thanksgiving, you could 
deep fry about 25 million 
turkeys simultaneously, and 
who wouldn't love to do that? 
However, let’s be realistic. 


Would excess US. body fat, if 
harvested in a caring and nonin- 
vasivc manner from free-range 
livestock, add significantly to 

at this point that one national 
crisis collides with another: The 
answer, sadly, is no. Those four 
trillion BTUs would satisfy the 
country's staggering energy ap- 
petite for just 53 minutes. Which 
I guess shows that while we love 
our French fries and whatnot, we 
love our SUVs a lot more. 

Why is prostitution called "the 
oldest profession"? Under 
both of the definitions of 
profession I know, there's no 
chance prostitution could be 
the oldest, these being (1) "an 
occupation requiring exten- 
sive education in science or 
the liberal arts" and (2) ‘a way 
of making a living." Since I 
know of no university pro- 
grams in Prostitution: Theory 
and Practice or Hustling 
101, fve discounted the first 


definition. Under the second, 
prostitution is certainly a 
profession, but I can’t see 
how it could be the oldest. 

I have always assumed the 
oldest way of making a living, 
older than H. sapiens itself, 
was hunting and gathering. Is 
humanity actually descended 
from a race of hookers, or is 
there a nonreligious definition 
of profession fm missing? 

Boris, relax. It's a joke. One 
might have guessed this, but 
for the details I turned to Barry 
Popik, chairman of the Straight 
Dope philology department He 
responded with a new post to his 
word origins blog, at barrypopik. 
com. Based on this, we construct 
the following account: 

of prostitution as the oldest 
profession was Rudyard 
Kipling His 1888 short story 
“On the City Wall" begins: 
“Lalun is a member of the 


B is there something you need to get stml^it? Cecil Adams can deliver the 
Straight Dope on any topic. Write Cecil Adams at the Chicago Reader 11 E. 
Illinois, Chi caga IL 60611, or vl si t stralghtdope.com. 


the world... In the West, 
people say rude things of 
Lalun's profession and 
write lectures about it and 
distribute the lectures to 

Morality may be preserved." 
Lalun is. of course, a hooker. 

■ Kipling, as is the wont of 
authors, wasn't offering a 
learned insight into the labor 
markets of antiquity but 

• It was, however, a quip with 
legs. Previously the oldest 
profession was generally 
considered to be farming. 

For example, Popik notes, in 
1883 the Grand Forks (North 
Dakota) Herald proclaimed, 
“In fact, agriculture is the 
first and best as well as the 
oldest profession." This is 
defcnsibly true but hardly a 
remark to draw appreciative 
chuckles when told over 
cigars at the club. 

Once Kipling had nominated 
prostitution for the honor, it 
immediately chased agricul- 
ture from the field and inspired 

example, in 1922 theater critic 
Alexander Woollcott recounted a 
joke about an actor and a street- 
walker with the punch line “The 
two oldest professions in the 
world — ruined by amateurs." 
Ronald Reagan, in more recent 
times, declared politics to be the 
second oldest profession 

After the grins fade, Boris, 
you're welcome to argue that 
really agriculture is the oldest 
professioa However, if you think 

tainment value — well, good luck 
with that 
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One Paid, One Didn’t 


I was driving back into town, passing 
UVM’s Davis Center, when I spotted 
a girl standing near the curb on the 
opposite side of Main Street. She was 
speaking on — or she might have been 
just checking — her cellphone. It was 
early February, 3:00 in the morning and 
the air was cold, the wind gusty. I tapped 
the brakes and made long-distance eye 
contact Sure enough, she flagged me for 
a ride, and I came to a stop, switching on 
my four-ways. 

(This four-lane, nonshouldered stretch 
along the campus is not the safest place 
to pull such a maneuver, but the late hour 
allowed for it. Somewhat different rules 
apply at this time of night, as die police 
and we cabbies know.) 

The girl ran across the street and 
jumped into the backseat “II ow'd you 
know I needed a cab?” she asked, breath- 
ing hard. 

“Lucky guess,” I said. The truth is that 
years of hacking have given me a sixth 
sense about pedestrians. In my book, every 
one of them is a potential fare; any cabbie 
worth his salt is constantly on the lookout 
I asked, “Where can I take you?' 

“Buell Street, please. I don’t have any 
money on me, but my roommate is up, and 
Til get it from her when we get diere.” 

On the ride over, we chatted about her 
college career. She was a senior and didn't 
know what her future held postgradu- 
atioa I said, “Hey, you've been going to 
school since you were, like, what — 6 years 
old? It’s not die worst thing to take a break 
for a year or so and just work a random job 
and enjoy life. You’re entided, sister.” 

My customer laughed, and we contin- 
ued the amiable banter until we pulled up 
to her place on Buell. Assuring me she’d 
"be right out,” she bounded out of the taxi 


and ran like a sprinter up a driveway two 
houses farther up the street. The chore- 
ography had all the hallmarks of what we 
cabbies call a "runner.’’ 

I wasn’t shocked - I was merely sur- 
prised To truly stun me, she would have 
had to extract a Clock from her purse and 
do the highwayman thing But it was, as I 
said surprising. She seemed to be a nice 
person, and we had had such a chummy 
chat. If she didn't come back with die 
money — the scenario I fully anticipated - 
I’d leave it to karma to sort it out No way 
was I abandoningthe warm vehicle to hunt 
her down; I'd sooner eat the eight bucks. 

I waited about five minutes — futilely, 


as I expected. Just as I shifted back into 
drive, a woman approached my cab from 
a house across the street. I lowered my 
window, and she asked, “Are you here for 
me?” 

This is an interesting question, meta- 
physical in its implications. One may 
assume she meant, “Are you the cab I 
called?” But I chose to understand the 
query in its more expansive sense, and - 
cosmic-ally speaking — I was there for her. 
And that’s how I came to answer: “Yes, 
I am here for you. Jump right in.” (And 
shake a leg, honey, before your actual cab 
shows up.) 

“I need to get to Fan-ell Street, behind 
Shaw’s,” my new customer instructed 
me as she settled into the shotgun seat I 
couldn’t precisely place her accent, but 
it was European and charming. Despite 
the late hour, the woman's makeup and 


hair appeared faultless, with perfect black 
bangs. Her 3 a.m. beauty was, anomal ously, 
fresh faced. 

“Sure thing,” I said. “You know, you’ve 
got a great accent. Is it like, Eastern 
European?” 

I know it’s forward to bring up ethnic 

fic rules — the rules of etiquette grow fluid 
in the wee hours. Or maybe that’s just me 
rationalizing my boorish behavior. In any 
event the woman didn’t appear to take 
affront. 

“Have you heard of Moldova?” she asked. 

“I believe I have. Is that one of the re- 
publics that gained independence in the 


fall of the Soviet Union? It’s a little tiny 
country — do I have that right?” 

The woman chuckled and said, “Yes, 
it is a small country, maybe the size of 
Maryland. It’s located between Romania 
and the Ukraine.” I could tell from her pa- 
tient tone that this was a geography lesson 
she was often called on to deliver. “That’s 
where I’m from. I moved here three years 
ago, when I was 20.” 

“Yes,' I do the 'insurance billing for a 
medical practice. It's a good job, but I'd 
like to go to graduate school and get an 
advanced degree.” 

“Well, good for you. Are most of your 
people still living in Moldova? You ever get 
back?” 

The woman sighed and said, “All of 
my relatives are still in Moldova. We do 
Skype quite a bit, but, you know, it’s not 


the same.” 

“Yeah, I know what you mean. Skyping 
is great, but it's not like actually being with 
someone, you know — in person." 

"It is not an easy situation,” die woman 
volunteered. “I am an only child, and also 
the only grandchild and niece in my family. 
Ills really hard for all of us, me being in 

Her opening up in this way I recog- 
nized as another facet of the wee-hour 
taxi ride. As the night marches inexorably 
toward a new day, the normal boundar- 
ies between strangers begin to melt away. 
This is when — if the stars are aligned 
— the taxicab becomes a bubble, a safety 
zone that facilitates a sometimes startling 
degree of heart-to-heart communication. 
It% not something I instigate, but I respect 
it when it occurs. I consider it part and 
parcel of being a night cabbie. 

Under the spell of the bubble, I re- 
flected on the immigrant's odyssey under- 
taken by this young woman - an arduous 
journey perhaps as old as humankind. To 
pack up all die possessions you can carry 
and leave everyone and everything you 
know and love — all this on the far- from - 
certain hope of a brighter future. Our com- 
munity is graced with many such coura- 
geous people, and I bow down to each and 
every one of them. 

When she passed me the fare, I let slip 
the words, “Hey, thanks for paying me.” 

She looked up quizzically, saying, “Why 
wouldn’t 1?” 

I chuckled and said, “Don't ask.” © ; 
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M ost Americans today see no 
country as a more menacing 
"other" than Islamist Iran. 
And this inability to look 
beyond cartoonish concepts of an “axis 
of evil” could well lead to another U.S. 
war of aggression in the Middle East. 

Ashowofcontemporary photographs 
from Iran at the University of Vermont’s 
Fleming Museum of Art is therefore not 
just timely — it's urgent. The diverse, 
surprising set of works by 20 photogra- 
phers acts as an antidote to ignorance, 
presenting an alternative to the facile or 
anachronistic images transmitted by the 
American media. 

“In the United States we are given 
die impression of Iran as a faraway 
place with no color, where people walk 
hunched over by oppression," says 
Vermont Public Radio journalist Steve 
Zind. A Vermonter with family roots 
in Iran, Zind has traveled there several 
times as both a reporter and a descen- 
dant of an 18th-century ruler of the land 
dial known as Persia. He says his visits 
have revealed a reality quite different 
from the stereotype. 

Far/, ail eh Milani, a professor of 
Persian and women's studies at die 
University of Virginia, notes that 
Americans associate Iran not just with 
repression but with violence. “When 
diey look at Iran, Americans still see 
die hostage crisis," she says, referring to 
die 1979 takeover of die U.S. embassy in 
Tehran, Iran's capital city, by militants 
who seized 52 Americans and held diem 
captive for more than a year. That pro- 
phetic outburst of Islamist rage was in- 
spired by the overdirow 10 months ear- 
§ lier of die shah of Iran's U.S.-supported 
h dictatorial dynasty. 

£ Many of the 50 or so images that com- 

2 pose “Persian Visions: Contemporary 
> Photography from Iran” address “issues 
that also concern us in the West: family, 
identity, aging and death,” observes 
N Fleming curator Aimee Marcereau 
5 DeGalan. In addition to fbcusingon uni- 
s' versal themes, the mostly nonpolitical 
£ show situates the Iranian art scene in an 
g international context The expressionist 
“ use of the camera by many of the pho- 
tographers, and the challenging styles 
m diat some of them have developed, sug- 
< gests diat this work would fit familiarly 
z in galleries in New York, London and 
| other Western art capitals. 

Despite the government’s attempts 
to shield Iranian society from European 
and American influences, Iranians 
“know what's going on in the world," 
Zind points ouL The technically illegal 
5 TV satellite dishes clamped to roofs 
5 around the country stand as totems of 
jo a global culture, Zind suggests. Iranian 


Persian Prints 

A surprising new photography exhibit pictures Iran — from the inside 


artists also have ready access to hip im- 
agery and heady artistic debates via die 
internet, he adds. 

“I think a renaissance is happening 
in Iran," declares Milani, whom Zind re- 
gards as a perceptive observer of Iranian 
culture. “We can see now the pursuit of 
elegance and beauty, along with bridge 
building to the rest of the world." 

A suite of four photos by Ebrahim 
Khadem Bayat offers evidence in 


support of Milani’s contention diat more 
and more Iranians are creating art for 
art’s sake. Bayat is represented by artsy 
black-and-white compositions diat call 
to mind the work of the pictorialists, a 
group of early- 20 th- century photogra- 
phers gathered around Alfred Stieglitz 
in New York. The link to the pictorial- 
ists' exploration of photography’s aes- 
thetic properties is manifest in Bayat's 
shots of a chair draped in gossamer and 


of asmoky stream rushing past a rock on 
which five apples have been arranged. 

“Persian Visions” includes whimsi- 
cal works, as well. In the series "Child's 
View," by Shahrokh Ja'fari, a playground 
slide, street scenes and domestic interi- 
ors are all photographed from ground 
level, gjving everyday objects and 
figures a towering presence. Near the 
museum’s entrance, a video by Shahram 
Entekhabi records his young daughter's 


innocence and enthusiasm as she sits in 
a McDonald’s in Berlin wearing a black 
chador and downing a Happy Meal. It's 
a case of East eats West. 

The covering of female heads and 
bodies demanded by traditional Islam is 
a recurrent subject of this touring show. 
But it's addressed from an almost exclu- 
sively male perspective. Only one of the 
photographers is a woman. 

Head scarves are depicted from all 
sorts of angles, resulting in a wide va- 
riety of visual effects, as well as subtle 
commentaries on sexual politics in 
today’s Iran. Right at the outset of the 
show, which was organized by the 


and are depicted in religiously devout and 
in secular consumer societies. 

“More than the expropriation of oil 
and other resources," Zind comments, 
“it’s the cultural influence of the West 
that Iranhas foundso problematic.” Ever 
since the arrival of British and French 
colonizers in the 17th century, Persia/ 
Iran has had to respond to imported 
values and ways of living that contradict 
the indigenous understanding of proper 
behavior. Rejection and acceptance have 
alternated at various times in history. 
The Islamic Revolution led by Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini can thus be more 
accurately understood as a nationalist 





Tehran Museum of 
Contemporary Art, 

Kourosh Adim con- 
fronts visitors with a 
picture of a modestly 
veiled woman who 
nonetheless manages 
to look sultry. The right 
half of her pouty ex- 
pression is covered by 
fabric that accentuates 
rather than conceals 
her allure. 

Bay at, who stage- 
manages objects and 
nature scenes, is also 
represented by a photo 
of a woman whose face is completely 
shrouded, with the folds in her fabric 
suggesting the shape of a gas mask. 

A few photos juxtapose street shots of 
cloaked Iranian women with advertising 
posters featuring much-larger-than-life 
faces of toothy Western women. The con- 
trast is clearly meant to be jarring. It also 
provokes the viewer to wonder about the 
ways in which women present themselves 


than as a religious up- 
welling, Zind suggests. 

The familiarity 
of family life awaits 
viewers of a set of 
posed color photos 
by Shahriar Tavakoli. 
In one, a gray-ltaired 
man snoozes on a sofa. 
It could be a Sunday- 
aftemoon scene in a 
Vermont home, except 
perhaps for the gold 
tassels that decorate 
the sofa. Tavakoli 
includes himself, his 
brother and parents 
in another cheery domestic tableau. 
It’s snack time. Everyone is seated on 
die floor, with a mirror propped behind 
them against an inky backdrop. 

“Persian Visions” abounds in images 
that are at once ordinary and exotic. Gary 
Hallman, the now-retired University of 
Minnesota art professor who orches- 
trated die show on die U.S. end, frames 
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More than the 
expropriation 
of oil and other 
resources, 

it's the cultural 
influence of the 
West that Iran 
has found so 
problematic. 

STEVE ZIND 



ORIENT EXPRESSIONS 


What we now refer to as the Middle East used to be called the ‘Near 
East" accordingto Vermont collector J. Brooks Buxton, who lived In the 
region for many years as an oil-company executive. As it happens, his 
contributions to the Fleming Museum of Art this winter and spring do help 
to bring that part of the world a bit nearer, at least In the imaginations 
of viewers. While ’Persian Visions' —a touring selection of contemporary 
Iranian photographs — is the main act two smaller exhibits featuring 
treasured items from Buxton's collection give it historical heft 

'I originally conceived of Brooks material all in one space' says 
Fleming curator Almee Marcereau DeGalan. "But then I started thinking. 

What a great counterpoint to the contemporary work - these early photos 
by Western photographers' 

Accordingly. Imagining the Islamic World' is displayed in the East 
Gal lery with the more recent 'visions' Most of Buxton's 22 sensuous 
albumen prints are from the late 19th century. It was a time when travel 
photography was relatively new —as was the medium Itself. Just as 
vacationers and photojoumalists still da the curious and intrepid explorers 
of the day recorded buildings, people and pastimes in the Near East, and 
brought the exotic images back home. As such, the Images reflect what the 
visitors — n ot necessari ly the natives — found I nterestlng. 

'Some might consider the [photos] rather static, but l thought they 

Near East,' says Buxton, a seventh- 
generation Vermonter and class of 
'56 U VM grad who began collecting 
photographs from the region In 
the early 1970s. The Holy Land 
and antiquities were the two main 
inspirations — and subjects — for 
19th-century documentarians, 
he explains. Once they got there, 
though, many photographers becarr 
fascinated with Islamic culture, 

capturing the expanse of ancient - * 



current cityscapes.as well as the citizenry and ubiquitous sand dunes. Tn V 

the late Victorian period, there was a great revival of interest in the Middle n 

East' Buxton explains. "These photographers shifted their focus from 
Christian or biblical interest to the Islamic.' 

Some of Buxton's photographs reflect his own attraction to the far- 
reaching Greek and Roman civilizations manifested herein images of 
architectural ruins that express their 'monumental ity," he says "When you S 

seethese temples in person, the/re immense.' Buxton marvels.'lfeltthatthe g 

photographers captured not only the aesthetic qualities but the engineering a 

skills. Of course, [the builders] had slave labor,' he adds. 'But nevertheless Jj 

they also had vision.' Case In point: the second-century temple of Bacchus at 
Baalbek In Lebanon, depicted In one of the photos here by F6lix Bonfils. 

Buxton is also interested in depictions of everyday life, and. indeed, 
these shots literally abound in human interest a groomsman, clad in 

soldiers In Cairo; pairs of men. also in Cairo, playing backgammon; and -n 

a formal portrait of a well-to-do Persian family. This last image depicts § 

'the essence of the late-19th-century landed family," says Buxton. The ji 
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it widi the aim of eliciting a kumbaya 
response. “This exhibit builds a bridge 
between Iran and die United States as it 
leads viewers to become aware of other 
ways of being and seeing” Hallman writes 
in a wall text welcomingvisitors. 


D espite the shared concerns that this 
show highlights, some aspects of Iran 
g remain enigmatic; many of the images 
> seem to communicate in a code that an 
° American audience cannot decipher. 

> Reza Ramazani. a professor of eco- 
"* nomics at St Michael's College, affirms 
that "there’s a code we Iranians use in 
making art" A reader or viewer steeped 
5 in the country’s history, culture and cur- 
g rent circumstances will apprehend a 
Sj poem or a paindng differendy than will 
Jj an outsider, he suggests. 

° What's a Vermonter to make, for ex- 
ample, of “Their Hands Are in Pain,” a 
M pair of photos by Saeed Sadeghi? Why is 
< a man in one image standing in a field and 
g pressing a tattered, fingerless glove to 
3 his face? And who’s that black-shrouded 
woman in Sadeghrs other photo? Why is 
site holding up a snapshot of a man, and 
is that an iron railing in front of her? 
There’s mystery, too, in the pairof still 
^ photos hungabove a pairofvideo screens 
“ dial show a man in a Western sports coat 
5 walking back and forth at Persepolis, an 
£ ancient Persian site. Sadegh Tirafkan’s 


camera tracks the walker as the mi- 
crophone records die crunch, crunch, 
crunch of strides on gravel. In the photos, 
also by Tirafkan, two men and a woman 
stand before Persepolis’ ruins, facing the 
camera in one shot and with their backs 
turned in the other. 

The artist is contrasting contemporary 
Iranians and dieir classical heritage. But 
to what end? The point isn't sharply made. 
This video-photo combo also serves to 
highlight Zind's suggestion that die show 
should have been called “Iranian Visions” 
rather than “Persian Visions.” It’s not 
about long-ago Persia, the VPR reporter 
notes; it's about here-and-now Iran. 

Other photographers chosen for the 
show also appear to be speaking in a 
visual language that requires translation 
for an American audience. It doesn’t 
help that crucial bits of background 
information are not posted alongside 
mnny of the images, instead remaining 
confined to a catalog that many Fleming 
visitors are likely to pass up. 

Hallman, the show’s American orga- 
nizer, has litde to say about the censor- 
ship that helps account for some of the 
cryptic imagery. Ramazani is more help- 
fid in that respect: “There's a red line that 
Iranian artists find impossible to define 
or to describe where it is,” he explains. 
“But they implieidy know when they’ve 
reached it." 

Milan! at the University of Virginia 
notes that, under a repressive regime 


such as that of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, 
‘There's two kinds of censorship: from 
above and from within .” Iranian artists 
create under constraints imposed by puri- 
tanical audiorities as well as by their own 
desire to avoid imprisonment — or worse. 

The works are 

an antidote 
to ignorance. 

This is not to say. however, that 
“Persian Visions” avoids explicitly dis- 
turbing images. Photojoumalists Kaveh 
Golestan and Mohammad Farnood both 
focus on the hellish nature of war — any 
and all wars. In their photos, the absence 
of accompanying explanatory texts 
helps drive die point home. Viewers 
don’t know specifically what they’re 
seeing; they just know it’s a gruesome 
consequence of organized violence. 

Farnood's “Survival” presents a close- 
up of a man with a white head bandage 
whose face is streaked with dirt - or 
maybe oil. The orange shirt he's wearing 
has a woven pattern of black slashes simi- 
lar to the random smudges on his cheeks 
and chin. “Mydi of War" shows a platoon 
of mujahedin wearing red headbands and 
brandishing ri lies, their fierce expressions 
turned away from the camera. 

Close scrutiny ofGolestan's four small 


photos might cause the onlooker to gasp 
in revulsion. A wash die color of dried 
blood has been brushed across these 
scenes, making it difficult atfirst to notice 
bodies lying on stretchers. In one image, 
a man averts his gaze from a corpse and 
covers his mouth and nose with a scarf. 
In anodier, a Samaritan crouches to place 
a chunk of ice on the lips of a figure that 
does not appear responsive. Most hor- 
rific of all is Golestan’s shot of a kneeling 
woman propping up die body of her 
headless baby as though die child were 
about to take a first step. 

A final twist of distress comes with 
the news, not provided in the show, that 
Golestan was killed by a landmine in 
Iraq in 2003 while working for the BBC. 

Golestan's photos would most ap- 
propriately have been hung alongside 
Farnood’s at the conclusion of "Persian 
Visions." That way, Vermont visitors 
would have been more likely to come 
away widi a message similar to the one 
articulated by Milani in a telephone in- 
terview: “A war with Iran would be a ca- 
tastrophe. It may happen diat a show like 
this will help avert that catastrophe.” © 


n ‘Persian Visions: Contemporary 
U Photography from lran,'through May 20 

at Fleming Museum of AitUVM.BurlingtDn. 
info. 656-0750. uvm.edu/~fleming 

Visit the museum website for events related 
to this exhibit, which begin March 14. 
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patriarch Is wearing a coat of mall, he points out, perhaps indicating that 
he'd served in the military. The extended family apparently includes a 
mullah or two. It was traditional, Buxton says, for wealthy families to have 
their own mullahs - one for religious and one for academic education. 

He notes that early photographers in the Middle East faced significant 
technical challenges, not the least of which was keeping their plates 
dust free in this arid land. ‘There was also a bureaucratic gendarmerie/ 
Buxton notes. "The Ottoman red tape— they were notorious for that The 
photographers had to get permission to shoot everything.' 

In recent years. Buxton has stepped back from collecting photographs 
of the era and area as the historical images have become "hideously 
expensive/ as he putsit "The industry has changed withthe developments 

dollars is now more like tens of thousands. [The photographs are] now more 
inthe league constitutions." Withthe rise of nation-states. Buxton adds 
has come national pride; museums naturally want to collect their own 
histories — including reclaiming artifacts from abroad. 






‘Some people think these photographs were exploitative/ Buxton says, 
'but I dont think so.'The early photographers he suggests, were simply 
'as intrigued as l was' by what they saw. 

A separate exhibit in the Flemings Wolcott Gal lery, 'A Discerning Eye.' 
displays a broader swath of Buxtorts collections from ancient Egyptian 
artifacts to 19th-century European and Amencan paintings. Some 20th- 
century Vermont pieces show up too. such as a 1970 lithograph titled 
‘J apanese Three' by Buxton's friend and retired U VM printmaker Bil I Davison. 

In a hardbound catalog forthis exhibit Fleming director Janie Cohen notes 
that the works are selections from'a larger collection thatBrooks has built 
over a period of five decades and which, with extraordinary generosity, he has 
promised to the Fleming Museum.' It is a munificent gift indeed. 

One wall of this cozy, salon-like gallery displays small paintings 
whose collection preceded — and inspired —Buxton's attraction to early 
photographs, he says. These works on paper, mostly watercolors are 
by European and American artists whose Eastern interests preceded 
Buxton's by a century or more. From the 1839 lithographsof Scottish artist 
David Roberts to Charles Sarka's 1902 watercolor 'The Pyramids From the 
Citadelle' to Henn Matisse's 1926 'Reclining Odalisque/ the works depict a 
romantic allure that has been harshly eclipsed by images of war. 

PAMELA POLSTON 

'Imagining the Islamic World: Early Travel Photography from the J. Brooks 
Buxton Collection.' through May 20; and 'A Discerning Eye: Selections from 
the J. Brooks Buxton Collection’ through June 3. at Fleming Museum of Art, 
UVM. Burlington. Info, 656-0750. uvm.edu/'fleming 


’A Conversation with a Collector*: Curator Aimee Marcereau DeGalan and J. 
Brooks Buxton talk about his private art collection and the worksin his current 
exhibits. Wednesday, February 22. at the Fleming Museum Marble Court. 12:15 
p.m. Free. Light lunch available for purchase from 11:30 a.m. tol2:30 p.m, 
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Mirror Mirror 

makeup • skincare • day spa 
Corner of Main & Battery Streets, Burlinston, VT 
802-861-7500 • www.mirrormirrorvt.com 


3 



Grand Archives 

Anders Parker and some talented friends explore Woody Guthrie's songbook 


id 
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| 
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H| was reading this Woody 
I Guthrie biography a few days 
I ago and came across this part 
■ where a woman says, “Woody 
hated imitators and people who didn't 
do their own thing."’ 

Anders Parker is seated in a booth 
at a Burlington cafe on a recent Friday 
afternoon chatting about his latest proj- 
ect, a tribute to the legendary American 
folk singer. As the lanky songwriter sips 
a coffee drink, the froth dangles from his 
mustache above a long, unkempt beard. 

“My only strategy was not to think 
about what I was doing, let it be instinc- 
tual. And I'm glad I did,” Parker contin- 
ues. “So the only tiling, really, was to try 
to make it not sound like Woody.” 

If he had lived to see it, July 14, 
2012, would be Woody Guthrie’s lOOdi 
birdiday. The months leading up to 
diat anniversary promise to be filled 
with all manner of tributes celebrat- 
ing die life and art of the folkie icon. 
Among those is New Multitudes, which 
will be released on Rounder Records 
on Tuesday, February 28. The album 
features 12 previously unrecorded songs 
taken from the Woody Guthrie Archives 
and set to original music by Son Volt's 
Jay Farrar, Centro-matic's Will Johnson, 
My Morning Jacket's Jim James and 
Burlington's Anders Parker. 

Parker says the project was originally 
meant to be a Gob Iron record — his own 
folk-based side project with Farrar. In 
2006, when the two were in New York 
City doing a press junket for that band's 
debut record, Death Songs for the Living, 
Farrar and Parker visited the Woody 
Guthrie Archives to begin researching 
die project. He says diey spent hours 
poring over boxes upon boxes crammed 
with material Guthrie left behind. 

“Pretty much everydiing is original,” 
Parker says. “So you’re sitting there 
going dirough his typed or handwrit- 
ten (lyrics], or notes, diaries. It was 
incredible.” 

Parker and Farrar wrote and recorded 
a few tracks separately, then convened 
die next year to record together. But die 
project ended up shelved due to "sched- 
ules and tours and life and whatever,” as 



THERE ARE LYRICS THAT HE WROTE THAT WERE NEVER 
RECORDED. IH. 

ANDERS PARKER 


Parker puts it "So it just sort of sat for a 

During that time, Farrar recruited 
Jim James, who had visited the archives 
and met Nora Guthrie, Woody's young- 
est daughter and de facto guardian of 
all things Woody. She had played some 
of Farrar and Parker's tracks for James. 
Upon hearing diem, he suggested invit- 
ing Will Johnson — another friend of 
Parker's and a member of Monsters of 
Folk. That side project also includes 
James - credited as Yim Yames, as he is 
on New Multitudes. 

"I've joked that [the album] started in 
2006 and finished in 2010,” says Parker. 
“But it was probably about two and a 
half weeks of recording in total." 

Much of New Multitudes was tracked 


live in Brooklyn at the 
studio of onetime Vermont 
resident Mark Spencer, 
who also plays guitar for 
the project. Burlington’s 
Creston Lea, who plays 
bass in Parker’s band Cloud 
Badge, also appears on a 
few tracks. Parker notes 
that most songs were cut in 
two or three takes, vocals 
were generally recorded live, and there 
were few overdubs. 

“We intentionally had a bit of 
Woody’s vibe: not to put on airs or make 
it something it’s not," Parker says. 

The album reflects that relaxed 
approach. Unlike its highly produced 
Guthrie-related predecessors, Mermaid 


Avenue, volumes one and two, by Billy 
Bragg and Wilco, Multitudes is generally 
spare and straightforward. Most songs 
center around traditional rock instru- 
mentation and feature little in the way 
of ornate arrangements. 

Though not entirely justified — or 
fair - comparisons to the Mermaid 
Avenue sessions are inevitable. For one. 



Mermaid remains the highest-profile 
project to mine the archives and set 
Guthrie's “lost” writings to new music. 
There is also the inextricable connec- 
tion between Farrar and Jeff Tweedy, 
who cofounded and cofronted the leg- 
endary alt-country band Uncle Tupelo, 
before splitting up and starting Son Volt 
and Wilco, respectively. 

But Multitudes is merely die latest 
in a long line of projects from a wide 
variety of artists to take die approach. 
Songwriter Slaid Cleaves adapted 
Gudirie lyrics for songs on a 2001 
album. Broke Down. Droplock Murphys 
gave Guthrie the Celtic punk treatment 
in 2003. And Woody's granddaughter, 
Sarah Lee Guthrie, released an entire 
record of reimagined Guthrie lyrics on 
her 2009 children's album Go Wdggaloo. 
The list goes on. 

“Just about every year diere is some- 
thing like this that comes out that you 
may or may not hear about," says Parker. 
New Multitudes was actually scheduled 
to come out in 2011, but since there 
was another Gudirie project released 
last year, Nora Guthrie asked that it 
be shelved until 2012. It's unlikely 
Multitudes will be the last. 

“There is just so much material [in 
the Guthrie Archives] diat it could go on 
for years," notes Parker. 

Sifting through the archives, he says, 
was overwhelming. 

“The sheer volume is intense. I’ve 
read diat [Woody] would show up at 
friends' houses to borrow their type- 
writers and sit and write 
all day. The continuous 
explosion of thoughts. 

He didn't regulate 
himself." 

To speed the process. 

Parker looked for atypi- 
cal Guthrie writings. 

ested in things that 
I wouldn’t associate 
with Woody necessar- 
ily. Imagery or ideas, 
lines that jumped at me 
as, topically, what you 
wouldn't associate with 
him,” he explains. 

“There are lyrics 
that he wrote that were 
never recorded, I think, 
because they were too extreme," Parker 
adds. “There were cuss words, or the 
topics were maybe unsuitable for the 
time. Or diey [were] just so harsh and 


On “VD City," for example, Johnson 
sings over a driving rock beat and dis- 
torted guitars, “Your eye is too testered 
to see here / Worse dian lepers your 
skin run with sores / Every window 
stands frill of lost faces/Human wrecks 
pile die steps and the doors." 

Not exactly “This Land Is Your 
Land,” eh? 

“The breadth is wider than I 
thought,” says Parker of Guthrie's writ- 
ings. “There are darker subjects, writing 
about addiction and prostitution and ve- 
nereal disease. And diere are the sappy 
love songs. Some kind of gangster tunes. 
In that way, he was a real folk musician. 
He wrote about everything" 

Guthrie's importance to the canon 
of American folk songwriting can’t be 
overstated - though critics will un- 
doubtedly try in the months to come. 

“Pete Townshend had a funny line," 
says Parker. “Someone once asked him 
how Dylan affected him. And he said, 
‘That’s like asking how I was affected by 
being born.’” 

Townshend wasn't far off the mark. 
Any musicologist will tell you that most 
branches of modern American song- 
writing eventually connect with Woody 
Gudirie. 

“You don't have to go back very far to 
get to Guthrie," Parker says. “You get to 
Bob Dylan and you find Guthrie. Even 
if you don't know who he is, you listen 
to people who are influenced by him by 
one or two degrees of separation. He’s 
one of the sources of the language." ® 



Yames is out now on Rounder Records. 
rounder.com. To hear a track from the 
album, log on to this story at7dvt.com. 




Saturdays at Gardener's Supply in Burlington 


February 25, 2012 • 9:30-ll:00am 

NEW! A Taste of Italy: Gardening Italian Style 

Charlie Nardozzi 

Qiariie presents tips and techniques for planning 
and planting gardens with an Italian flair. 

The perfect class for the foodie in your family. 

March 3, 2012 • 9:30-1 1:00am 

Soil 101: The Building Blocks of Any Garden ' 

Mike Ather 

Healthy and vibrant plants start with healthy soil. This one's a must for 
all gardeners, from beginner to the more experienced grower. 



To register, call 660-3505, or sign up In store. Pre-registration and pre payment required. 
Classes are 510.00 per person. See www.GardenersSupply5tore.com forprogram details. 
4+2 Plan is for Gardener's Gub members. Seminarsare held at Gardener’s in Burlington. 

G»!®BSS®S 

128 Intervale Road, off Riverside Ave., Burlington 
(802)660-3505 • Mon-Sat 9am-6pm;Sun 10am-5pm 








■ ots of virgins in die 

I house? Not for long!” says 

| Stephanie Justine, wearing 

a black, lacy top and a pair 
of black hot pants, from which peek 
leopard-skin underwear. She’s also clad 
in a red garter belt, black tights and 
black, patent-leather high-heeled boots. 
“This dance is very grindy and very slow. 
Now, trace down your torso until you get 
to the goods." 

Montreal past midnight? Nope. 
Believe it or not, I'm at a 90-minute fit- 
ness class in Essex Junction at noon on 
a Saturday. While my husband and pre- 
school-age children are eating Pirate’s 
Booty at Bolton Valley Resort, I'm learn- 
ing how to roll my booty out, strut, slink, 
crawl and straddle. If that sounds like 
standard stripper lingo, that's because it 
is — tli is is Strip Hop, a busty, rut-busting 
new regimen at HammerFit’s Motion 
Studio. Part striptease lesson and part 
exercise, it's just one of several new 
workouts around nordiern Vermont 
that are shaking up what it means to be 
female, feminine and fit. 

“Women enjoy die friendship and 
company of other women,” explains 
Jessica Ebert Edelmann, die manager 
and owner of HammerFit. “You really 
get back in touch with yourself — most 
women don't get a chance to let it out, 
move their body and listen to music 
while exercising in a way that’s so much 
fun, it doesn't feel like exercise." 

Weary of my own standard gym 
workout, I’ve gone in search of some 
new routines: group training at a new 
fitness facility that catches my eye on 
Route 7; a practice called Nia that some 
§ friends have mentioned: and Strip Hop, 
h which I stumble on through Facebook. 

^ Before stepping up to Strip, I decide 
2 to try out Artemis Fitness, a bright and 
S immaculate gym diat opened in Soudi 
Burlington late last year. Named after 
die Greek goddess of the hunt, Artemis 
N is geared toward women who are look- 
i-jj ing for a change from wandering the 
g gym machines. At Artemis Fitness, you 
S get either group training or personal 
£ training - no ifs, ands or butts. 

° “I like being at the gym, but how 
much it's impacting my fitness is really 
w questionable," explains co-owner Cate 
< MacLachlan of Burlington. She opened 
z Artemis with gym buddy Kendra 
| Sowers when they realized there was no 
women-only gym in die Burlington area 
after die departure of national chain 

“But we wanted to be at the oppo- 
site end of the spectrum from Curves," 
2j adds MacLachlan of Artemis, which has 
5 state-of-the-art TRX suspension-train- 
n ing equipment, a rainbow of kettlebells 


Girl, Look at 
That Body 

Three new workouts for women 

BY SARAH TUFF 


and brand-new treadmills that face die 
Adirondacks - not a tired old machine, 
or man, in sight 'You can get a great 
workout in 35 minutes as long as you 
know what you’re doing and have some- 
body to motivate you,” MacLachlan says. 

Feeling up to the challenge, I under- 
take the Afterburn class, the most ad- 
vanced group training option at Artemis, 
with trainer Betsy Bluto. A whiteboard 
on the wall indicates our circuit for die 
day, which the half dozen of us in this 
Friday morning session do three times: 
suspended backward rows, box jumps, 
ketdebell swings, slide pike-ups, lateral 
shuffle/burpees, jump lunges, walkover 
push-ups, jump rope, figure eights. 

If that sounds exhausting, it is. We 
have 40 seconds for each interval, widi 
just 20 seconds to recover and get to die 
next station. But, thanks to helpful tips 


from my classmates — with the mix of 
'80s hits and Lady Gaga on the stereo, 
and the impressive behind of Bluto 
leading it all — it’s a blasL On the com- 
fortable-to-kill-yourself scale, Artemis' 
Afterburn lands closer to CrossFit than 
to Curves, but the comfy couches and 
raspberry-colored carpet soften the 
hai’d edges of die gym. 

Says Sowers: “We want this to be an 
intimate place.” 

I'm soon to discover a greater degree 
of intimacy at HammerFit’s Strip Hop, 
but before I brave that, it’s off to Nia. 
Burlington’s South End Studio began 
offering the mashup of yoga, dance and 
martial arts on a daily basis this year. 

“There's something deeper about 
a Nia class — it asks a litde bit more of 
you than a traditional exercise class," 
says Sabrina Gibson, who opened the 


studio in 2009 specifically to grow a Nia 
community in Burlington. “But with a 
regular, two- to three-times-a-week Nia 
practice, women get increased pleasure 
and awareness of living in their bodies, 
increased grace and flexibility, de- 
creased stress and a calmer mind - and 
a rockin’, toned body!" 

There are 52 moves In Nia, Gibson 
tells me at the start of a Sunday class 
in the studio, where the late-afternoon 
winter light makes the roomful of bare- 
foot, black-pants-dad women a bit more 
inviting to a longtime klutz like me. (A 
few men regularly come to the class, says 
Gibson, but it’s primarily female.) “First 
and foremost, the joy of movement is 
what Nia is all about” she reminds the 
class. “Tonight’s focus is lightness of the 
body, lightness of the mind, lightness of 
die spirit.” 


Ha! I feel nothing but heavy and un- 
coordinated as I try to Sallow the steps, 
but eventually catch on when Gibson 
compares movement patterns to things 
like the hands of a clock. What really 
clicks is when she tells us not to be so 
judgmental. I stop looking in die mirror 
and focus instead on the music — Prince, 
Adele, a cover of Flo Rida's “Good 
Feeling" — and try to have fun. Pretty 
soon I'm astonished to find that I'm 
sweating. After a slow “moving medita- 
tion” song and a series of warrior, cobra 
and odier yoga asanas, die 60-minute 
class is complete. I do, actually, feel 
lighter and more joyful 

While Artemis puts me in touch 
with my powerful side, and Nia with my 
soulful side, can Strip Hop unearth my 
sexy side? While it's not a groundbreak- 
ing concept in fitness - striptease and 
pole-dancing classes have been offered 
at gyms throughout the U.S. for a few 
years now - the new HammerFit class 
is clearly attracting local attention; the 
studio is packed with women in their 
twenties, diirties and forties. One even 
has a burlesque-like outfit on, and it 
dawns on me that some of them are going 
to perform later for their partners. 



CAN STRIP HOP 
UNEARTH MY 
SEXY SIDE? 


“Good morning ladies!” 
Justine before glancing 
dock diat reads 12:05 p.m. 
good afternoon. Whatever. Strippers 
don't get up until noon.” 

There's laughter, a sound fre- 
quently heard in this class, along 
widi Jeff Beck and Joss Stone’s 
“I Put a Spell on You," played 
again and again and again 
as we practice Justine's 


Yeah, the moves are funny — 
“roll booty out,” “slink down 
and up,” “sit on haunches 
with hands on head" — but 
is Justine. She jokes about 
how we're not supposed 
resemble 3-year-olds 
looking for blocks 
when we crawl on 
the floor, or moms 
with migraines 

hands on 
heads. I an- 
ticipate diat, the 
following day, 
my hip flexors 
and glutes will 
feel sore from 
the plies and leg 
swings, but in the class 
my other cheeks ache from 
smiling and laughing at the 
lighthearted moments. 

“This is approachable exotic 
dancing," Justine tells us. “But 
there's a lot of just trying not to 
look awkward." 


I feel awkward at everything, except 
perhaps the part where we’re standing 
on die chair. (“Don't worry about break- 
ing die chair; these can hold a 350-pound 
man," assures Justine.) Or the part where 
weuse diat old rubric to choose our strip- 
per names: combining your first pet with 
your first street. Justine, amazingly and 
perfecdy, is Raven Cherry. I’m Shandy 
Red Fox. And I’m nowhere near ready 
for Montreal at midnight. But heading 
back out into the humdrum atmosphere 
of Chittenden County in mid-afternoon, 
knowing that my “goods" have gotten 
a good workout, everything suddenly 
seems a lot less routine. © 


i gton. 448-3769. 


Nia is offered at the South End Studio at 
696 Pine Street Burlington. 540-0044. 
southendstudiovt.com 


Athletic Club. 21 Essex Way. Suite 115. Essex 
Junction 878-0444. S25. hammerflt.com 







Word Processing 

Theater review: Aunt Dan & Lemon 


BY ERIK ESCKILSEN 

Y ou'd have to be the president of Iran, or 
someone with a similarly fanciful sense 
of world history, to question whedier the 
Holocaust happened. But whatif you accepted 
this unfathomable tragedy as fact but didn't find it so 
unfadiomable — or even so unusual in die broader 
scheme of things? What's more, what if you appreciated 
the logic at the core of diis infamous genocide — and 
said so? You might find yourself on die defensive in 
polite conversation, and rightly so. 

Such would be the fate of Lemon, one of the title 
characters in Wallace Shawn's 1985 play Aunt Dun 
fi Lemon, if she ever left her flat to interact with the 
wider world. Because Lemon 
doesn’t get out much — owing 
to an undefined illness that finds 
her lounging about in pajamas 
all day and subsisting on fruit 
and vegetable juices — she has 
much to tell us, the audience. Her tale is a mixture of 
reflections on Nazism and recollections of her youth, in 
particular those passages in which her Aunt Dan was 

In Aunt Dan 6 Lemon now running at Off Center for 
the Dramatic Arts in Burlington and produced by Small 
Potatoes Theater Company, director Pamela Formica’s 
cast members wring dynamic portrayals from a script 
that’s sometimes lopsided with polemical monologues 
and windy musings — Shawn’s signatures as a dramatist. 
(See the 1990 monologue The Fever and its 2004 s 
£ creen version starring Vanessa Redgrave.) Strong 
§ individual performances by die actors in the tide roles 
g; keep the blood pumping in this wordy, heady bit of 
< theatrical business. 

g Lemon (Emer Pond Feeney) narrates and frames 
$ the play, which takes place in the present. The bulk 
of die scenes, however, nre retrospective - set in 
England during the Vietnam War era of the early 1970s. 


THEATER 



Widi exceptions such, as a scene where Lemon’s 
British-born mother (Tara Lee Downs) tells her 
daughter the story of how she and 
Lemon’s American-born father 
(Joshua Neilson) met, the 
central events transpire over 
die summer when Lemon 
was 11 years old. That was 
die summer when Lemon's 
American “Aunt” Dan (Bridget 
Butler) — actually an old friend of 
Lemon's father - spent time with 
them in the countryside. Aunt Dan 
die story goes, introduced 
parents when all three were 
at Oxford. 

Over the course of that 
fateful season. Lemon is 
an audience 
stories of her 

life, which introduce the 

impressionable lass to a diverse 
cast of characters - a scholar, 
a floozy, at least one lothario. 

Why Aunt Dan has singled 
out Lemon for this 
attention is unclear, but 
she holds nothing back. It’s 
like a slumber-party-game 
version of My Dinner With 
Andrd. The impression 
these tales make on the girl 
is profound, especially the 
ambiguous moral hues in 
which diey paint Aunt Dan. 

Lemon says little during 
diese sessions, which adds 
an air of self-indulgence 






- almost boorishness - to Aunt Dan's 

Outside of these scenes, Feeney is 
compellingas Lemon. The juxtaposition 


rant directed at his stateside peers who 
would presume to know how hard his 

Other performances are mixed, 


of her educated English accent and the characters less developed. As die 


elevated diction with her childlike 
bangs and pajamas is disarming. Her 
invalid st 
about her 

throughout die play. When she 
across at sweet, we suspect diat she’: 
concealing something sinister. The after 
enigmatic edge 


that Feeney brings 
to Lemon gives 
her license to 
speak freely and 
at lengdi as the 
narrator. She may 
be psychotically 
cynical, but not for 
a moment is she 
tedious. 

As Aunt Dan, 

Butler also rises 
to die difficult 
occasion of drama tizingdi 


somewhat tragic vixen Mindy, Genevra 
MacPhail is mosdy come-hither looks 
initial questions and lavender leggings, and her part calls 
that grow more complex for little else. As her suitor, Raimondo, 
Ben Ash works his “Latin lover" 
shtick to such great comic effect dial, 
while, he seems out of place in 
this play. At the 


JUST MIGHT BE 
THE DIRECTOR'S. 


opposite extreme, 
Sebastian Cliff 
plays his incidental 
characters, Andy 
and Marty, with 
almost no affect at 
all. 

The most 

fully realized 
performance in 
Aunt Dan £t Lemon 
just might be die 
director’s. Formica 
has taken a play with relatively explicit 


diatribes. To the play’s tendentious messages and Big Ideas — another 
political positions she brings convincing hallmark of Shawn’s work — and found 
passion. This emotional component ways to keep them hidden for stretches. 


becomes crucial 
difference of opinion does 
damage to an important relationship 
in Dan’s life. She is passionate 
ways, as well, and the lusty 


where a The author's repetition for emphasis 
•eparable and tendency toward overstatement 
challenge the actors to embody rather 
other than enunciate themes — to show, 
is she not tell. That die lead actors are as 


shares with U-year-old Lemon captivate successful as they a 


and charm die cloistered girl. 

Sometimes Aunt Dan's political and 
libidinal passions commingle, as i 


and that Aunt 
t fluidly as it does. 


Dan 6 Lemon m 
testifies to Formica's skill. 

What’s more despite the occasional 


erotically tinged fixation she develops word barrages, which can impede the 
n Henry Kissinger, then prosecuting a drama's flow, this show strikes a fairly 


n Asia. Buder plays unified t 


- somewhere between 


this absurd crush with credible emotion, Bertolt Brecht and Harold Pinter, 
creating an effect at once amusing Shawn's name has been linked widi 
and disconcerting. To embody a force those two eminent playwrights before, 
of entropy in the lives of die other This time, he has Small Potatoes to 
key characters calls for an energetic thank for it. ® 
presence, and Butler delivers. 

Playing Lemon’s mother and father, 
respectively, Downs and Neilson turn 

in confident performances in relatively Aunt Dan & Lemon, written by Wallace 

understated roles. Neilson does bust 
out one spirited monologue early in 
the play — on the stresses of economic 
life in England. He earns laughs as 
his matter-of-fact introduction to his 
adoptive home yields to a red-faced 


pr oduced by Emer ftmd Feeney for Small 
Potatoes Theater Company. Off Centerfor the 
Dramatic Arts, Burlington. Thursday and 
Friday. February 23 and 24. at 8 pm.. Saturday, 
February 25. at 2 p.m and 8 p.m. $12. 



VALUE & 
CONVENIENCE 

Even Dewing c\ VmonKon vJeeV 


Big Mountain Skiing and Riding that’s 
convenient and packed with value for 
the whole family. 

Easy Access: Just 10 minutes off 1-89 and 
less than 30 minutes from Burlington 
Vermont's most extensive night skiing 
and riding Wednesday-Saturday, 4-8 pm 

H SW II. * RUe IF. 4: Love IF V 


C<JH<AIH<JHS <Hve HiH-ing Mt<A Winfev Fovha 

Check out our webcam to see the snow 
™ atwww.boltonvalley.com/webcam 




FIRST STEP DANCE 
4-WEEKS OF 
PARTNER DANCE 
CLASSES ONLY $25 

You'll learn the basics of 3 
ballroom dances. Come alone, 
or come with friends, but 
come out and learn to dance! 
Champlain Club, Burlington. 


WHAT’S YOUR DEAL? 


Purchase these offers only at: 

deals.sevendaysvt.com 


1/2PRICETICKETS 


CARBON LEAF 
W/ADAM EZRA GROUP 

Thursday, February 16 $14.31 $7.16 
The Rusty Nail Bar & Grille, Stowe 



Don't miss this Richmond, VA five-piece band known for their alt- 
country-, Celtic- and folk-infused indie rock. 


ZACK DEPUTY BAND 

Saturday, March 3 14,34 $7.16 
The Rusty Nail Bar & Grille, Stowe 

Rich with ballads and mid-tempo songs, Deputy's 
latest recording is best described as soulful 
rhythm and blues, with flavors of Al Green, Taj 
a Mahal and Stevie Wonder emerging in the swells, 

j{ changes and modulations of the music, in the voice and even in the 

lyrical content. 



gj SNAP-DRAG DRUM DUO 

gj Saturday, March 31 $1 6 .20 $8.10 
5 North End Studios, Burlington 

8 "Killer technique and inspired musicality" 
— Drum! Magazine 



SEVEN DAYS 



Seven Days delivers deep discounts on concerts, plays and more! 
Between ticket deals, get local perks on shopping, services and dining. 


Sign up for DealTicket emails today: 

deals.sevendaysvt.com 


Carnal 

Knowledge 

Book review: Nothing Can Make Me Do This 
by David Huddle 


S ex sells. So novelists and their 
publishers often choose sug- 
gestive titles and cover images, 
even for books with scant erotic 
content Curiously, David Huddle's new 
novel Nothing Can Make Me Do This, 
takes the opposite route. The title con- 
tains no hint of what’s inside, and a serene 
paintingof wliat look like Burlington roof- 
tops. by Northeast Kingdom artist Meryl 
Lebowitz, graces the cover. 

Nevertheless, the University of 
Vermont English professor emeritus’ third 
novel is chiefly about sex — the kinds of 
illicit or secretive acts and fantasies that, 
in Huddle's telling, provide clues to the 
deepest truths about ourselves. 

Meet the dignified UVM provost 
Horace Houseman and his wife, Clara. She 
has always been a loyal spouse. He’s a me- 
ticulously correct individual but has lately 
slipped: He smuggled a few porn videos, 
lent by his best friend. Sonny, into the 
house. Clara discovers the tapes and calls 
her daughter, Hannah, in distress. Their 
conversation is overheard by Horace's 
beloved granddaughter. Eve. 

It seems like the start of a rollicking 
plot But Huddle, who is also a poet — the 
New Yorker recently carried two of his 
poems, and Garrison Keillor read three 
more on his radio program “The Writer's 

ing a kind of loosely woven tapestry. He 
explores these characters' psychology 
through their own and one another's eyes. 
Who knows what about whom, and how 
they surprise even themselves with their 
sexual proclivities, become the issues that 
shape the book. 

Those proclivities are a bit creepy. 
Sonny grew up with a louche grandmother 
who liked to flash her grandchildren. As 
a young professor at a women's college, 
he stands naked in his kitchen window 
for every hapless undergrad to see. (The 
narrative visits each character at multiple 
points in his or her life.) Hannah, as an 
undergrad, has an afiair with her religion 
professor. Her husband, Bill, spends a 
stretch of ni gilts asa teenage peepingTom, 
watching a high school girl make love to a 
pillow dressed in a man's shirt Eve, whose 
confiding voice begins and ends the book, 
provides its title when she realizes her 
sole high school friend wants her to pose 
naked for his camera. “But I don't have to 



do this.., Nothing can make me” is what she 
thinks immediately before obliging him. 

The novel works by accumulation, 
building a family portrait through linked, 
or at least similar, moments in relatives' 
lives. In this, it’s a little likeone of Huddle’s 
New Yorker poems, a villanelle called 
“Roanoke Pastorale," which stretches the 
strict form by introducing small changes 
in each repeated line to create a nuanccd 
whole. 

The problem with the form of the novel, 
however, is that it raises expectations of a 
story that develops toward a conclusioa 
By coincidence, this reviewer was simul- 
taneously reading Chad Harbach’s The Art 
of Fielding, a novel so compellingjy told 
that it's hard to put down. Nothing Can 
Make Me Do This did not gain by compari- 
son. Huddle's novel develops only in depth 
of character analysis.so dial from vignette 
to vignette - some chapters were initially 
published separately in magazines - the 
question for the reader becomes merely 
What kind of sexual revelation will this 
character have ? There'S danger in titling 
such a book as Huddle does; one may very 
well groan, “Nothing can make me do 
this," each time one goes to pick it up. 

What is admirable about the work 
is Huddle's range of voices, which run 
the gamut from first and third person to 
visually distinct narrative forms, such as 
a typed exchange between two people 
passing a keyboard between them. By far 
die most entertaining voice is that of Bill 






FROM NOTHING CAN 
MAKE ME DO THIS 


Eve movesloward him. It feels like sleep- 
walking. She wonders if shell be able to 

enough to him to do that he disables her 

But she sees it'sonly incidentally for her. 
Like he’scaughtsightof himself Ina mirror 
over her shoulder. She's not too gaga to 
receive a little burst of understanding. 
Nothing measures up to the sight of 


even her newly shaved and still slightly 
stinging armpits are merely a mirror for this 
boy. He looks at her and sees a plain girl 
panting and thinks. Oh yeah l don’t blame 


out of the question. She does what her 
grandfather has taught her to do with 
strangers of note. Eitends her hand and 
speaks in a clear voice. *Hello. rm Eve 
Collins, I dorfl think we've met." 

I-J 

A tongue of flame sweeps across her 
shoulders and the top of her chest. Because 
that's where hiseyes go when she extends 
her hand toward him. Down. Away from 
her face to her chest Tm Sylvester." he 
says. He barely placeshis fingersinto her 
hand. Its the handshake her grandfather 



doesnl want to be near her. 


She laughs at him. Not l n a mean way. 
"Here" she says. "You dont know how to 
do this." With her left hand, she graspshis 

right hand forward, firmly grips his right 

right hand three firm shakes. "That's how," 
she says. Because he's cast his eyes down at 
their hands shedrills his face with her own 
eyes. "And look straight at the person you’re 
meeting when you do it" she says. 


Hiseyesliftbutstopatthe level of her 
mouth. Study her mouth. "So am I," he says 
Removes his right hand from Eve's. With the 
top of his index finger touches the center of 
her collarbone.Turnsand walkstoward the 


Q Nothing Can Make Me Do This 
by David Huddle. Tupelo Press. 

312 pages. S27.9S hardcover. 
SI6.95 softcover. 


HE'S A METICULOUSLY 


HE SMUGGLED 
A FEW PORN 
VIDEOS INTO 
THE HOUSE. 


Hannah's husband, who struggles not to 
watch the videos Clara has asked him to 
remove from her house after Horace's 
funeral: "Body & brain want it bad. But 
this little sliver of a diing that wants 
to rescue me squeaks out its feeble no. 
Hard Place City — right there’s where 
I have to live for a few days. Major 
Difficulty Ave. Discomfort Blvd." Bill 
eventually gives in and indulges in an 
orgy of watching before putting the 
tapes away for good, but Huddle has 
created such a quirky, 1 ikeable character 
through voice that we’ve already for- 
given him for his transgressioa 

Some of Huddle's psychic dclvings 
seem less than realistic, however. Clara, 
for instance, takes to deriding herself as 
a “whore” after Horace’s death, having 
done his every sexual bidding in their 
married life. Other imaginings, such as 
when a high-school-age Horace and a 
dancer classmate strip slowly for each 
other in a sunlit room, seem like pure 
male fantasy — a charge that’s also 
been leveled at Huddle's first novel The 
Story of a Million Years, about an affair 
between an older man and a young girl. 

Of course, it should be noted dial 
pure female fantasy abounds in fiction 
by women; witness romances and the 
Twilight phenomenon. At least Huddle 

Whether they strike readers as believ- 
able or not. these portrayals will get 
under their skin.® 
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MATT HAIMOVITZ, solo cello 3/2 

FREDERIC CHIU, piano 3/9 

ST. PATRICK'S DAY with lOnasa,* traditional Irish 3/17 

UOVA and THE kontraband, original klezmer, gypsy, Eastern European 3/23 

PETER MUIVFY, singer-songwriter 3/30 

MIKE DAISEY, ’ The Agony and the Ecstasy of Steve Jobs 3/31 
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Like Babushka 
Used to Make 

Natalia's Market brings Russian home cooking to Shelburne 
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F ora food lover who's heard about 
an unusual delicacy, findingitcan 
be like a treasure hunt. Weaving 
and wending one’s way to the 
source is just part of the fun. At Natalia's 
Market & Deli, between Shelburne Road 
and Spear Street in Shelburne, that trek 
takes foodies past cigarettes, a popcorn 
machine, even fishing poles - until they 
reach the back kitchen of this slighdy 
ragged convenience store. There, owner 
Vasily Karpov is heating water for his 
varenicki, or Russian pierogi. 

In Russia, pierogi, or pirozhki, are 
not dumplings but filled breads that can 
be served baked or fried. Karpov’s vare- 
nicki are more like classic Polish pierogi, 
and have won over some sophisticated 
local palates. He says sales of beer, wine 
and cigarettes keep his five-year- old 
business afloat, but the popularity of his 
native treats is growing. 

"Oh, look, it's nice," Karpov says as 
die water reaches its boiling point. He 
dirows in a package of his frozen potato, 
mushroom and onion dumplings. Then 
he pulls bacon and onions from a case of 
sandwich fixings, chops them roughly 
and tosses them in a pan with just 
enough oil to set them rhythmically siz- 
zling. In less than 10 minutes, dumplings 
and sides are combined on a plate, a 
simple Russian feast. 

Karpov sells his packaged varenicki 
in meat, cabbage and ricotta flavors, as 
well as the potato option, at his store 
and at A Taste of Europe in Colchester, 
owned by the Bosnian Vujanovic family. 
At die latter, Karpov's handiwork shares 
freezer space with mass-marketed bags 
of Eastern Eur opean dumplings. He 
touts the locally purchased ingredients 
in his own wares: meats from Frenchy's 
Meat Market in Milton; flour from King 



Arthur Flour. “Our stuff it’s like New 
York [dumplings] but better, because we 
use all natural stuff," he says with pride. 

Karpov also notes dial he manufac- 
tures his homestyle varenicki entirely 
by hand. Appropriately, the pillowy 
pastries, sold in batches of about 10, are 
labeled “bites of joy.” 

The affection with which they're 
made is obvious at first bite. While many 
frozen dumplings tear or disintegrate 
when boiled, Karpov's stay sturdy and 
have a comforting taste of home. The 
mashed potatoes inside the mushroom- 
potato-onion variety are creamy, with 
just a hint of earthy mushroom flavor 
and sweet onion . Karpov coarsely grinds 
die lean beef in the meat varenicki him- 
self from steaks purchased at Frenchy’s. 
The dumplings are well seasoned and 
have pleasingly chewy edges. 

Burlingtonians will soon be able to 
buy Karpov's treats - though not the 
dumplings at this point - at City Market, 
which will begin carrying Natalia's 
Market rugelach later this month. 
Shoppers may also find mini cheesecakes 
and fruit tarts there, says Karpov. 

Those Ashkenazi pastries, like the 
market itself, are Karpov’s tribute to his 
Jewish wife, Natalya Karpova. She’s too 
busy with her own job as a hairdresser 
at Clip for Men on Burlington's Main 
Street to work at Natalia's. Still, Karpov 
says widi a smile, “It’s [my] wife’s store” 

His hours are even longer than hers. 
Karpov, 66, works from 7 a.m. to 8 pjn, 
seven days a week, as he has since he 
opened Natalia’s in 2007. The couple 
came to Vermont as refugees 15 years 
before that, for reasons Karpov pre- 
fers not to specify. After their arrival, 
Karpova soon earned her chair at the 
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Dang Good 


No Small 
Potatoes 

TUBER VILLE: THE SERIES' 
SHOWCASES FIGHT 
AGAINST HUNGER 
In what may be a first for 
potatoes, the humble tuber 
takes a starring role in a 
Vermont-made web video 
series whose first episode 
debuted last week. 

"Tuberville: The Series" 
focuses on the titular mythi- 
cal Vermont village, an idyllic 
place where potatoes are 
grown, not for profit, but for 
the local food bank. At first, 
this concept confounds Russ 
Murphy, the grandson of 
Tuberville’s founder, who ar- 
rives from “the city” to stake 
his claim to the farm after his 
grandfather passes away. 

While Tuberville and 
Murphy are fictional, the 
series is based on a local non- 
profit that actually does grow 
potatoes to fight hunger. In 


About two years ago, 
the founders began mull- 
ing over some kind of tool 
to “increase awareness of 
Tuberville’s mission," says 
Ralph Perkins, who 
also serves 
as founder 
and executive 
producer of the 
web series. Part 
of that conversa- 
tion, he says, was 
how to “bridge the 
gap between geographic 
and online communities." A 
web series can generate an 
ongoing conversation, he 

The Perkinses partnered 
with the Maine-based, 
social-justice-oriented pro- 
duction company goodfocus 
and pieced together a cast 
and crew from around the 
country. Eventually, eight 
six- to eight- minute episodes 
will depict the story of 
Tuberville over the course 



2005, PETER PERKINS and his 
son. Ralph, began growing 
'taters on a Colchester 
farm and giving them to 

the CHITTENDEN EMERGENCY 
food shelf. Their first year, 
they harvested 1470 pounds 
of tubers; since then, the 
enterprise has grown to 
three Vermont plots — in 
Colchester, Milton and at 

:’S VERMONT POTATOES 


in Williamstown — that 
collectively produced 34,000 
pounds last year for a raft of 
food shelves and charities. 


of a year. The first two 
episodes were filmed on the 
Chappelle farm last August, 
and die next two will be 
filmed in early March. 

“In almost every com- 
munity, there is a segment 
of the population that is 
dealing with issues of hunger 
on a daily basis," says Ralph 
Perkins. “Part of what we're 
trying to look at long term is 
how to create resources to be 
able to support other people 
who want to replicate this." 

As for the strange road 


S SECOND LOCATION 
When pho dang Vietnamese caf£ opened in Winooski in 
the summer of 2007, it was one of the first signs of the 
impending Vietnamese restaurant domination of die 
Burlington area. Still a favorite for many pho fans, the 
restaurant will open its second location at 9 Park Street 
in Essex Junction on March 2. 

That location has been home to Pho Vietnam since 
July 2011. Pho Dang co-owner pany deng 
says that eatery’s owner, restaurant 
newbie tuan nguyen, decided the biz 
wasn't for him. (Nguyen couldn’t be 
reached for comment.) Pany Deng 
and husband, son deng, jumped at 
the chance to take over the lease and 
expand their booming business in a loca- 
— tion with a larger kitchen. 

Pany Deng promises that the Essex Pho Dang 
will feature all die dishes Winooski regulars have grown to 
love, along with several new specialties. The menu hasn't 
been finalized, but she’s fairly certain a sour soup will be 
among the additions. Get your slurping spoons ready. 


diat led from potato farming 
to film production, Ralph 
Perkins just goes with the 
flow. “Some days Tuberville 
goes off in its own direction, 
and I try to follow,” he says. 

Watch the results at 


TUBERVILLETHESERIES.CO 


Crumbs 


cafE is embracing die last 
part of its name: The staff 
has begun serving dinner 
Thursday through Saturday 
evenings, accompanied by 
live music, readings, wine 
and local craft beers. 

“We're calling it comfort 
food with an upscale flair? 1 
says co-owner mike mccarthy, 
who tapped a friend, chef 

NICHOLAS SMITH, to whip Up 

“night bites.” They include 
a Grafton Cheddar mac and 
cheese, twice-baked mashed- 
potato bites, and grilled 
sandwiches on homemade 
foccaccia.such as chicken and 
bacon with sweet chile-garlic 
mayonnaise. Also on offer are 
entrees such as chicken and 
biscuits and seared alii tuna. 

Along widi a variety of 
local craft beers on tap - 
Trapp Vienna Amber Lager 


Co-o 


diese in-store sales are just a 
way of dipping Don Pedro's 
toe into bottling in prepara- 
tion for a larger venture. 
Later this spring, he’ll begin 
botding the restaurant’s El 
Diablo sauce, used in its no- 
torious eating challenge, for 
sale outside the restaurant. “I 
want to get it out in bottles, 
get it out to people around 
die country who want to try 
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and Wolaver's Alta Gracia 
Coffee Porter among them 
— the dinners have quickly 
attracted a following, and 
McCarthy hopes to add more 
nights come spring. "Just to 
get people through the door 
for this kind of thing is very 

Since don Pedro's authentic 
Mexican taoueria opened last 
summer in Winooski, buzz 
has been building around its 
well- stocked salsa bar, filled 
with housemade sauces and 
pickled veggies. Starting next 
week, diners will be able to 
purchase and bring home 
their favorites, including 
avocado and peach-habanero 
salsas and pickled jalapenos. 
All flavors will be sold in 
8- ounce containers for $.3.50. 
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salon, while her husband worked at 
various foot! distribution companies, a 
natural extension of his longtime posi- 
tion as general manager of a large gro- 
cery in Moscow. 

Despite his continued employment 
in (bod, die store owner struggled with 
culture shock. "It was hard. It was 
really hard,” he recalls of arriving in 
Colchester, where the 
couple still resides. 

"First time, it was ter- 
rible. Right now, too 
hard, but much worse 
20 years [ago].” 

Karpov refers often 
to the loneliness of the 
long hours he works 
solo. He says he’s had 
difficulty connecting 
with other Russian 
immigrants and that 
his English remains 
halting — despite 
being relatively fluent 
- simply because he 
lacks time to learn. 

"Never I learn lan- 
guage, never,” he says 
with frustration. “It’s 
only practice really 
hard to understand 
various people: ’Blah, 
blah, blah, blah, blah, 
blah, blah.' I never 
learn. Never have time, 
only work.” 

Perhaps because of 
the language barrier, 

Karpov can appear 
brusque at first. But 
it doesn't take long 
for his blue eyes to peer affectionately 
dirough his wire-rimmed glasses, 
making him look like the kind father in 
a Russian fairy tale. Endearingly, he pro- 
nounces the word “not,” which he uses 
often, like his native “nyet” 

His Old World charm has won 
Karpov friends among his customers. 
Though interactions at die market tend 
to be fleeting, die owner seems to know 
everyone who comes in, including a man 
who's stopped by with his dog to pick a 
drink from the wall of beverage cases. 

Another customer, who says he’s on 
"a health kick,” complains about the 
price of botded water as compared with 
his usual beer. “Don't drink and drive," 
joshes Karpov as the customer leaves. 

Much of the same clientele arrives to 
pick up lunch — sandwiches made from 
McKenzie meats, or specials such as 
shepherd's pie. There isn’t much overlap 
between these more salt-of-the-earth 


regulars and the folks who come in for 
varenicld and rugelach, says Karpov. 
The former might be mystified by a 
special he's currently running for $1.99, 
described as “craps widi ground meat 
and onions” That’s actually crepes, spe- 
cifically blinchikL 

“It's special food, little bit different, 
for [customers] who want something 


a little bit interesting," Karpov says of 
such offerings at Natalia’s. “I don’t make 
advertisement, because diis product has 
to be eaten by [people] who knows what 
[it] means.” 

Many of those in-the-know custom- 
ers are Polish or Czech. Others are 
Russians Karpov met before his life 
got too crazy for socializing, he says, 
though he refuses to charge his compa- 
triots. Plenty of Americans ask for the 
delicacies, too, he adds, eager to learn 
about foods from another culture. Once 
they're hooked, Karpov says, many of 
diose customers come in at least once 
a week to pick up his frozen varenicki; 
Ills red-beet borscht bolstered with 
beef; and his pastries, including flaky, 
spicy cinnamon rolls and die gloriously 
chewy, raisin-stuffed chocolate and cin- 
namon rugelach. 

Odier dishes need to be ordered 
in advance, such as the Olivier salad, 
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it," says Mesa. “I think it 
might be among the top 
five hottest hot sauces 
on die market.” Once it 
is FDA approved. Mesa 
plans to sell the sauce 
through online vendors 
such as Amazon and eBay. 

Blocks away, at Winooski's 
135 East Allen Street, jin 

CHINESE RESTAURANT opened 

on February 8. Manager 
nick un says Americanized 
Chinese dishes such as General 
Tso’s chicken and crab Rangoon 
have been popular at die two-table, 
mosdy take-out eatery, but notes thi 
spicy Szechuan mala dishes have 
quickly gained fans. 


Chalk up more accolades for 
Vermont craft brews: Two 
local breweries received top 
honors when the website 
RateBeer recently released 
its “best of" lists for 2011. 

Hill Farmstead Brewery 
was rated No. 6 of the Best 
Brewers in the World, out of 
a field of 12,000; and Heady 
Topper, the beloved I PA from 
the Alchemist Brewery in 
Waterbury, was feted in the 
Imperial/Double IPA category. 


a potato-and-meat-based specialty, says. Hie former requirement is to 
Because that one contains mayonnaise, please the market's namesake, though 
Karpov, who attended culinary school her husband’s bacon-filled kitchen is 
in Russia, prefers not to let it sit on resolutely not pareve. 
the shelf. The cook says he’s also filled Sushi isn’t the only non-Russian sur- 
orders for breaded ground-beef patdes prise due to appear at Natalia's. Karpov 
called kotlety; stuffed cabbage; beet is also refining his recipe for gourmet 


and herring salad; 
and other styles of 
dumplings, such as 
delicate Siberian 
pelmeni. With 
enough advance 
notice, Karpov will 

the preparation 
of French pastries 
popular in fa- 
mously Francophile 
Russia. He recently 
made an order of 
Napoleons for a 
customer. 

Karpov’s next 

prise some fans of Slavic food. Brown 
sushi rice in the kitchen and a brand- 


KARPOV'S STAY 
STURDY AND HAVE 
A COMFORTING 
TASTE OF HOME. 


pizza crust “I need 
really good, cre- 
ative stuff” he says 
of the quirky - and 
still top-secret - 
toppings he has 
planned. “I make a 
good couple reci- 
pes.” Look for bodi 
sushi and pizza 

month, followed by 
the annual reintro- 
duction of maple 
creemees made 
with local sap. 

Karpov has 
plans for the more 
i. He realizes that his 
• compete with die 


distant future, tot 
tiny market will n< 

cooker, still resting in its box likes of nearby Shelburne Supermarket, 
table in front of die deli counter, he says. But a restaurant might just be a 
begin malting sushi moneymaker. “I think about new direc- 
tion," Karpov says of the possibility of 
saving up money to open a Russian cafe. 
“It possible.” © 


it his plans 
by special order. Raw fish is all the rage 
now in Karpov’s native Moscow, but 
the chef says he was making malti back 
home before Russians took up Japanese 
cuisine. 

He’ll be getting fresh, never-frozen 
fish direcdy from New York. “All prod- 
ucts has to be kosher and fresh,” Karpov 
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Burlington. VT 
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A Crop Divided 

Taste Test: Crop Bistro & Brewery 


W hen die crew behind Crop 
Bistro & Brewery began 
revamping the space in 
Stowe where the Shed 
Restaurant & Brewery had reigned for 
45 years, they trod carefully. After all, 
the Shed was a beloved local hangout 
with its own mythos, where die food 
seemed almost immaterial to the scene 
and the ever-flowing beer. 

So as restaurateur and chef Steve 
Schimoler (co-owner of Waterbury’s 
now-dosed Mist Grill) began gutting 
the place after die Shed closed last fall, 
he was careful to preserve the pub's feel. 
The Crop gang scrubbed and tore away 
decades of funk and smoke and spilled 
beer, but kept die bar, the layout and die 
cozy, woodsy feel. 

In die spacious dining rooms on die 
other side of the building, Schimoler 
went whole hog with the renovation, 
decking out the main bistro room widi 
an elegant, drcular bar adorned with 
gnarled cedar boughs. With its warm- 
toned walls and floors, Peter Miller 
photographs, and humongous stone fire- 
place, the space is drop-dead gorgeous. 

As his culinary ace in the hole, 
Schimoler partnered with Tom Bivins, 
former executive chef at the New 
England Culinary Institute. After stints 
at the Inn at Shelburne Farms and 
Warren’s Pitcher Inn (which he opened), 
Bivins had been at the school for eight 
years, cementing his reputation as an 
inventive chef and champion of local — 
particularly wildcrafted - foods. Just a 
few months ago, he won the Chef of the 
Year award from the Vermont Chamber 
of Commerce. 

A high-profile chef, a high-profile 
spot and a stunning new dining room. 
So is the food immaterial to the scene at 
Crop Bistro? No, but it's still finding its 
footing. 

Key to understanding this work in 
progress, perhaps, is noting that the 
restaurant’s concept was imported 
from Crop Bistro & Bar in Cleveland. 
Sell imoler founded that establishment 
five years ago as both a farm-to-table 
eatery and a food lab, in many ways an 
extension of his work as a food scientist 
and researcher for Cabot Creamery 
and Nestle. In Ohio, Crop has earned 
a reputation as an innovative, playful 
spot where die kitchen marries fresh 



produce with modern culinary gear such 
as vacuum tumblers. 

Its name has become something of 
a brand, adorning many dish names 
(Crop Cobb, Crop Burger, Crop Pops) 
on the Vermont menus, which can be a 
tad confusing. There's a bistro menu and 
a pub menu, but they refer to times of 
day rather than places. Whether patrons 
sit in the pub or the main dining room, 
they can order from the same lunch and 
dinner menus, the same wine, beer and 
creative cocktail lists. 

Some of the starters come straight 
from the Ohio menu — for instance, dev- 
iled eggs dusted with chili powder ($4 


for four), two of which are topped with 
bits of crispy, salty bacon. The Cherry 
Bomb($7), n plate of two Roma tomatoes 
stuffed with chorizo sausage and Jack 
cheese, wrapped in wonton shells and 
deep fried, comes off as a midwestern 
snack — gut sticking and kind of greasy. 
Cleveland diners reportedly have gone 
wild for Crop Pops, the wnrm, savory 
popcorn drizzled with various sauces. 
A $4 bowl of popcorn with balsamic 


More food after the 
classified section, page 43 



Continued from before the classifieds « P.42 ^ 


food 


vinegar, wilted arugula and sun-dried 
tomatoes is a sweet-salty and inventive 
snack, albeit a little soggy and best or- 
dered alone as bar food rather than as an 
appetizer — it’s filling. 

Other appetizers (and main dishes) 
mimic their Cleveland cousins with 
rustic twists. For instance, in Ohio, 
braised pork belly is served over a malt 
waffle; in Stowe, the cubes of luscious 
meat are crisped on one side and served 
over a delicious tangle of cider-braised 
cabbage ($10). It’s almost a meal in itself. 

Other appetizers are less well bal- 
anced or muted in flavor. A cheddar- 
and-ale soup had the cheering color 
of golden sunshine but was on the thin 
side, both in consistency and taste. Also 
disappointing was a plate of broiled Blue 
Point oysters ($12 for six). Instead of 
having blistered flesh, these were only 
slightly warmed before being bathed in 
what tasted like a roux; die toothpick- 
thin radishes scattered across the top 
accentuated the textural discordance. 

From the start, the owners have 
been clear that Crop is not trying to be 
a "white tablecloth" restaurant. Still, the 
more I ate here, the more I picked up 
on a kind of dissonance. Perhaps those 
Ohio-born dishes are out of place in 
Vermont, or perhaps die kitchen is still 
working tilings out, or perhaps the two 
separate dining spaces have brought 
about a similar fiord in the menu. 

It can be unfair to pin a dish's success 
on its surroundings, but I found myself 
happier eating most of Crop's fare in the 
pub, where it felt more at home. Take the 
Raclette ($10): a double-fist-size cast- 
iron pan layered with soft, steamed po- 
tatoes and oozing raclette cheese (from 
Spring Brook Farm) and laced with 
minced, piquant cornichons and red 
onions. Widi a pint of beer in the other 
hand, diis was the perfect unfussy, filling 
apres-ski snack. In the more majestic 
dining room, it seemed unanchored and 
dwarfed by its surroundings. 

Same with the po’boy, stuffed with 
light-as-a-feather fried, crunchy oysters 
and drizzled with tangy, messy remou- 
lade slaw. In the pub, the sandwich was 
a finger-licking snack. Set down in the 
dining room, it looked underdressed 
for the ball. So did the Poulet Confit 
sandwich, filled with shredded chicken 



SUCCULENT 
LOBSTER CHUNKS 

and slathered with a scrumptious grain 
mustard; in the pub, I could be more 
forgiving of its slight dryness. (The fries 
that came with both sandwiches were 
long, fingerlike, moist and fresh.) 

Each night brings a weekly special 
here, and I looked forward to the braised 
short ribs offered on Wednesdays. 
However, when I visited, the ribs were 
replaced by tenderloin. I opted instead 
for a Crop Burger, a wide, flat patty deliv- 
ered on a glossy, almost-blackened bun. 
Though the burger came medium-rare 
as requested, the meat lacked a depth 
of flavor, a flaw that even melted Ched- 
dar, tangy ketchup and mustard, grilled 
red onion, and two crisscrossed slices of 
maple-cured bacon could not disguise. 

To be fair, I was much more interested 
in die small-plates list and didn't delve 
too deeply into the entree menu, which 
includes dishes such as scallops with 
“chorizo dust” and grilled skirt steak in 
a ginger and porter sauce. I expect that, 
in Bivins’ hands, the truffled mushroom 
and barley risotto is an earthy delight 
But we were definitely thrilled widi a 
warm salad of succulent lobster chunks 


tossed with fingerling potatoes and a 
creamy, saffron-like sauce lightly laced 
with sherry ($25). 

If Crop’s food sometimes leaned to 
die restrained side, the drinks did not, 
at least flavor-wise. The cocktail menu 
includes a stellar, puckery sidecar and a 
not-to-miss libation called a Mr. Figgy, 
a martini glass filled with bourbon, fig 
reduction and rosemary shards and gar- 
nished widi maple-cured bacon. Thebar 
offers some 15 wines by the glass - in- 
cluding two sparklers - and an eclectic 
list of reasonably priced botdes. 

In a few weeks, 1859 Mountain 
Road will again become a bona-fide 
brewery with the arrival of new equip- 
ment from Go-many. Schimoler says 
brewer Mark Ewald will concentrate on 
food-friendly beers such as kol sell and 
lager, sometimes using hops grown out 
back. For now, the exuberant tap-beer 
list includes Rodenbach Grand Cru, 
Sierra Nevada Rudiless Rye IPA and the 
smokin' new Fiddlehead Brewing IPA 
from Shelburne. 

Those beers may be the main draw 
between 2 and 5 pan, when the eatery 
switches to a pub menu composed 
mosdy of snacks. (Those who arrive 
right after 2, as I did one afternoon, will 
find the cutoff is quite strict.) Whether 
it's afternoon orevening, diners may find 
the service at Crop can be languid. In the 
pub, we had to ask diree times for water, 
once for a fork when the second courses 
arrived and so on. In the bistro, service 
was snappier, but our waitress disap- 
peared for significant stretches. 

C rop feds like it's trying to do a tricky 
balancing act — adapting a menu from 
one region to another, making that menu 
work in two very different dining rooms 
and negotiating the Stowe site's past 
and future. In Vermont, farm-to-table is 
practically a second language, and this 
ski town is crowded with dining options 
that shoot for the mid-palate. Once local 
gardens and woods start teeming with 
life again, it would be gratifying to see 
Crop find its ground, literally and figu- 
ratively, with a menu as wild and free as 
the imaginations of its partners. ® 


B Crop Bistro & Brewery. I8S9 Mountain 
Road. Stowe 253-4765, cropvtco 




calendar 

FEBRUARY 22-29. 2012 


WED. 22 


SNOWFLAKE FESTIVAL Tv 


film 

'DAS EXPERIMENT B; 


comedy 

IV NIGHT: Fu n-lovi ng participants play 
m $5 suggested donation, inlo 373-4703. 

conferences 

BURLINGTON FINANCE SUMMIT: The City's 
litorium 7p.m. Free. Info. 862-3966 ext. 16. 

education 

IP INFORMATION SESSION: Prospective 


lanplain Col lege. Burlington 5:45-9 p.m. Fr 

RIVE": Ryan Gosling plays a Holly wood stunl 
iver by day and a getaway-chauffeur for crlr 
sis by night in Nicolas Winding Refns styl Ish 
ifiller. Catamount ArtsCentec SL Johnsbury 
m. & 7:30 p.m. S4-7. Info 748-2600 


Oil drama. Spaulding 
fo. 603-646-2422 


ved in Andrew Haigh's 2011 1 
7. Info, 748-2600. 


heal th & fitness 

GROWING STRONGER: Seniors I 


INFORMATION SESSION: W 


Info. 865-0360. 

NATURAL REMEDIES TO REDUCE DEPRESSION 


Info. 603-678-4888. 


Is. Info 514-288-9955. 


® C 


LIST YOUR UPCOMING EVENT HERE FOR FREE! 

ALL SUBMISSIONS ARE CIUE IN WRITING AT NOON ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION, 
FI NO OUR CONVENIENT FORM AT: SEVENOAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT. 


YOU CAN ALSO EMAIL l 
SPECIFIC LOCATION. Tl 


M CALENDAReSEVENOAYSVT.COM 



Love Takes 
Wing 


- just look at the works 
of William Shakespeare - 
but David Henry Hwang’s 
AT. Butterfly weaves the 

FEB.22-26. 28 & 29 1 THEATER 

involving the 20-year ’ 

romance between a French diplomat and a Chinese opera star who only 
seems to be the perfect woman. Inspired by Puccini's Madame Butterfly and a 
real-life relationship that made international headlines, this tale of espionage, 
false pretenses and betrayal plays out courtesy of Northern Stage. 


M. BUTTERFLV 

Wednesday. February 22 7:30 p.m.: Thursday. February 23. 2 and 7:30 p.m.: Friday. 
February 24, and Saturday, February 25. 7:30 p.m. ; Sunday, February 26. 5 p.m.; 
Tuesday. February 28, and Wednesday. February 29. 7:30 p.m. at Briggs Opera 
House In White River Junction. View website for future dates through March 4. $15- 
60. Info. 296-7000. northernstage.org 


Point e of No Return 

We’d understand if Suzanne Farrell feds a sense of deja vu as she leads her 
dancers through an all-George Balanchine program. Once herself a ballerina 
and muse for the late, great Russian-born choreographer, she now continues 
his legacy from the other side of the barre. As artistic director of the Suzanne 
Farrell Company, she tours Balanchine's ballets, many of which haven't 
graced stages in nearly 40 years. But this is more than a trip down memory 
lane. With a reputation for subtle glamour and thoughtful detail, the troupe 
has been known to produce performances that, as the Washington Post 
writes, "can throw everything you know about ballet into disarray." 




Leon, the 
Professional 


FEB.25 


V ery little is definitively known about gravelly voiced 
guitarist Leon Redbone — from his age to his 
birthplace to his real name. Since emerging into the 
music scene in the 1970s, the famously evasive performer 
has piqued curiosity with his mysterious faux persona. 
Here's what we do know: Redbone perpetually wears a 
Panama hat, bow tie and dark sunglasses. He's appeared on 
episodes of “Saturday Night Live." been rendered in cartoon 
character in "The Far Side" and joined Zooey Deschanel in a 
killer duet of "Baby, It's Cold Outside" for the end credits of 
Elf. And his fingerpicking-good renditions of lesser-known, 
prewar jazz, ragtime and blues gems are reason enough to 
catch up with him in Randolph this week. 


LEON REDBONE 

Saturday, February 25. 7:30 p.m„ at Chandler Music Hall In Randolph. 
$10-32. Info, 728-6464. chandler-arts.org 




The Main 
Attraction 

Seth Glier has one of those "gorgeously 
androgynous voices that make you want 
to sleep with their owners regardless 

writes Atlanta Music Guide. We’re not 
sure we'd jump into bed with him so 
soon, but there is something alluring 
about the Massachusetts native's falsetto, 
which he shows off in piano-pop songs 
on The Next Right Thing. Nominated for 
Best Engineered Album, Non-Classical, 
in the most recent Grammy Awards, 
Glicr's sophomore effort lacks off with 
an easy blues vibe Mostly, though, it's 
his songwriting chops, which critics 
can’t stop comparing to Billy Joel's, that 
make it worth connecting with Glier at 
the intimate Silo Sessions concert series. 
Local songwriter Marvse Smith opens. 

SETH GLIER 

Saturday. February 25. 7 p.m .. at Bread & 
Butter Farm in Shelburne. $10: limited to 50 
people: buy tickets in advance, info. 985- 
9200. breadandbutterfarm.com 




w&r 


SEVEN DAYS 


HA' 


Visit any of these great retailers and enter to win 
2 Round-Trip tickets to ANY jetBlue destination! 


Northern tights 

Market FINE JEWELRY i GIFTS 

SEDGE 


,£*§©. Lippa’s jewelers Tjie 


Subaru/Hyundai 

351 Shelburne Rd. 

City Market 

82 S. Winooski Ave 
Burlington 

The Edge 

4 Gauthier Drive 
Essex 

115 Wfellness Drive 
Willis ton 860-3343 
75 Eastwood Drive 
South Burlington 


Kountry Kart Deli 

155 Main Street 
Burlington 


Northern Lights 
Smoke Shop 

75 Main Street 
Burlington 

The Optical Center ■■ 

107 Church Sl 
B urlington 


Three Brothers 
Pizza & Grill 

973 Roosevelt Hwy 
Colchester 


SUn Listen 10 WZN or ihe BUZZ 
or pick up Seven Davs 

WINNER ANNOUNCEP 
Wednesday, March 14th - 
For full event details go to: 
www.MAGICHAT.NET 



calendar 


= LISTYOUREVENTFORFREEATSEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT = 



Science Ouechee, 2 p.m. Regular admission $9-11 
free for kids ages 3 and under. Info, 359-5000 ml. 


language 

ITALIAN CONVERSATION GROUP Paris ttaliano ? 


899-3869. 


FARMERS NIGHT CONCERT SERIES: Continuing a 

Montpelier 7:3 0 p.m. Free Info. 800-322-56*. 

HUGH MASEKELA: Triumphant trumpeting by this 
South African superstar celebrates the endurance 



outdoors 

THE NATURE OF FEBRUARY: On easy to moderate- 
ly dlfficul t e» cursions. a natural 1st points out the 
survival skll Is of the forest's animals and plants. 
Mad River Glen Ski Area. Fayston. 10:30 a.m. & 1:30 
p-m. $1S-2S: $65 per family of four. Info. 496-3551. 


seminars 


Valley Office of Economic Opportunity. Burlington 
10 a.m,-noon, Free Info. 860-1417, ext. 114. 


sport 

Resort. 4:30-8 p.m. $18 includes lift ticket $12 for 
season-pass holders. Info 877-926-S866. 


talks 

ALEX SANCHEZ In Tuba Today 'the speaker 

Free. Info. 87B-69SS. 

Jeffrey Ayres (political science), George Dameron 
(history). John O'Meara (physics) and Jeffrey 
Trumbower( religious studies) expound upon the 





BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

CONNECT! 1.1 M-SEVENOAYSVT.COM ON ANY WEB- ENABLED CELL PHONE FOR FREE 
UP-TO-TIIE MINUTE CALENDAR EVENTS PLUS OTHER NEARBY RESTAURANTS. CLUB OATES 
MOVIE THEATERS AND MORE. 


professional, social and sexual identity through 
Montpelier. 7 p.m. Free. Info, 223-3338. 


THU. 23 

agriculture 

growing. Gardener s Supply. Willlston noon- 12:45 

business 

VBSR NETWORKING GET-TOGETHER: Attendees 

Vermont Businesses for Social Responsibility net- 
working function hmc2 agency. Richmond. 5:30- 
7:30 p.m. Free.lnfo. 862-8347, ritabffvbsr.org. 

community 

CIRC TASK FORCE MEETING : The Chittenden 
County Regional Planning Commission 
Metropolitan Planning Organization hostsapublic 



Info. 223-9604. dlrectonDTnontpellerallveorg. 
COMMUNITY FORUM: Cltlzensfocuson the way 



999-3905. 


dance 

IN SEARCH OF AIR: GROWING UP DYSLEXIC: 

p.m. $10-20 Info. 229-0492 

education 

GROUP INFORMATION SESSION: SeeWE0.22 





SCHOOL 
VACATION CLASS 


Bottle Cap Necklace 

Wednesday, Februaiy 29th 


Drive Away 
Hunger Program 

February St March for every 
vehicle »U, Barry M.yhew at 

POULIN AUTO WILL DONATE $50 


Help Poulin Auto Drive Away 
Hunger and you ger to drive 
away in a new-to-you vehicle. 


3 

1 


s 

6 

i 



calendar 


taxpayers, with special attention to those 60 and 

Info 678-6955. 


fairs &festivals 

MONTREAL EN LUMIERE: See WED. 22 11:30 
a.m.-mld night 

SNOWFLAKE FESTIVAL: See WED.22 12:30-8 p.m. 


i 


a 

3 

a 


film 


■BEING ELMO: A PUPPETEER'S JOURNEY': From 



looks at puppeteer Kevin Clash's storied career. 
Info, 748-2600. 

BURLINGTON FILM SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONAL 
MEETING: Clnemaddictscontdbute program- 

Burifngton 6:30-930 p.m. Free Info. 865-7166. 
•DRIVE. See WED.22. 7:30 p.m. 


EYEWASH: EXPERIMENTAL FILM » VIDEO 





tary provides a glimpse of the daily experiences 
of students receiving special-education services. 
Dana Auditorium, Sunderiand Language Center. 


THE FRUIT OF OUR LABOR: AFGHAN 
PERSPECTIVES IN FILM': Fil mmaker Michael 
Sheridan screens and discusses excerpts of 10 



health & fitness 

ACTIVE AGAINST CAN CBl: Author, athlete and 

Montpelier. S:30-7p.m. Free:p 6 rereglster. Info 223- 
8004. ext. 202 lnfoffhungermountaln.com. 

HEALTHY PEOPLE. HEALTHY PLANET: The 



MUSIC WITH RAPHAEL: Preschoolers up to age 

Llbrary.^Wllllston 10:30 am Free Info 878-4918. 
READ TO A DOG: Bookworms share lines with 

therapy pooch. Fairfax Community Library 3:30- 
slot Info. 849-2420. 

TEEN ADVISORY BOARD: Middle and hi 01 school- 
4130 p.m. Free Info. 865-7216. 

THROUGH THE EYES OF RAPTORS: See WED.22. 

outdoors 

THE NATURE OF FEBRUARY: See WED.22 10:30 
am. & 1.30 p.m. 

politics 

A CONVERSATION ON THE ARTS WITH MAYORAL 
CANDIDATES: Buriington voters discuss the state 

Kurt Wright. FlyrmSpace Burlington noon-l:30 
p.m. Free: preregister. Info, 6S2-450S or 859-9222. 


seminars 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS WORKSHOP 



Info, 860-1417 01. 114 



talks 

CHRISTINE LATULIPPE: Norwich University!. 



TODD LECTURE SERIES: Kevin Bennet chairman 



theater 

'3 GIRLS X 3: AN EVENING OF ONE-ACTS' Three 
ebratlng the feminine and humanspirit: Tliambc 




4996 emer.fceneyl9gmall.com. 

musical, presented by the Dartmouth Theater 
Department Moore Theater. Hopkins Center. 
Dartmouth College. Hanover. NH. 8 p.m. $5-19. 
Info. 603-646-2422. 

M. BUTTERFLY': See WED.22 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. 
THE BEAUX' STRATEGEM': Love, money and 
marriage are at odds In this UVM Theatre comedy 

Tyler Theatre UVM. Burlington 7:30 p.m. $7-18 V 
Info. 656-2094. 


for a traditional New England social dance. First 
Congregadonal Church. Burlington 8-11 pm $8: 





AFTERNOON POETRY & CREATIVE WRITING 



BOOK DISCUSSION SERIES: FUTURES: UTOPIA 

20th-century visions of the future focusing on 
Library Mornsvllle 7 pm. Free. Info 888-3183. 
JENNIFER MCMAHON: Montpelier s writer of chill- 
ing tales and cliff-hangers excerpts her latest sus- 

Gallery. Plainfield. 6 p.m. Free Info 475-1275. 

ers make use of the open stage. The ROTA Studio 
and Gallery, Plattsburgh. N.Y. 7:30 p.m. Free Info, 
518-586-2182. rotagalleryi9gmall.com. 

THROUGH THE WARDROBE Rev. Alex Cameron 

Burlington 7-9 p.m. Free. Info 448-0405. 

VERMONT DISTINGUISHED WRITERS SERIES 

Mary Holland award-winning author of Naturally 

lection of natural-history artifacts. New England 
Federal Credit Union Wil llston 5:30-630 pm. 
Free Info, 879-8790. 


FRI.24 


activism 

ARTS ADVOCACY DAY: The Vermont Arts 
and speak In support ofthe discipline, ve 





community 

BURLINGTON PARTNERSHIP FOR A HEALTHY 
COMMUNITY . Queen City residents make a posi- 
tive Impact as they address substance-use and 
-abuse issues. Turning Point Center. Burlington 
8:30-1030 am. Free. Info. 324-3867. 

BALLROOM LESSON & DANCE SOCIAL: Singles 

dancing 8-10 p.m. $14. Info. 862-2269. 

BENEFIT FUNDRAISER: 0 J In the M lx spl ns tunes 
for a dance, silent auction and raffle support- 

Mlnnesotas Mayo Clinic the only place that can 


education 

GROUP INFORMATION SESSION: See WED.22 



food & drink 

LENTEN FISH DINNER: Families dine onfood from 

Catholic School. St. August! neS Catholic Church 
Montpelier. 5-6:30 p.m. S6-10: $29 per family of 






being and relieve chronic pain Hunger Mountain 
Co-op. Montpelier. 5:30-7:30 p.m. $3-5: preregis- 



IKfil BR0WSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

• . f. I CONNECT rilM.SEVENOAYSVT.COM ON ANY WEB ENABLED CELLPHONE FORFRE 

mobile 1 I in THE-MINJ It ( Al I NflAREVEMS rtUSOIHER NEARBY RES1AURAMS Cl 
MOVIE TIIEATERSAND MORE. 



FIND FUTURE DATES + UPDATES AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/EVENTS 




NEFCU- 

A great place 

to start! 


• Contact us before you go car shopping 

• Take advantage of our free online tutorials and 
research tools 

• Get a pre-approved Auto Check for better 
buying power 

• Well deliver the loan check right to your home 
orwoikplacel 

Call 866-80-LOANS or apply 
online anytime at nefcu.com 

New England 
Federal Credit Union 


Thinking about buying 
a car or 


»Wa a. 


federally Insured by NCUA 


Local, affordable, and on your side. 



Call ahead for (aster service 

B02 .244. 1119 


Drive -Thru 

Coffee, Espresso and so much more! 

x^^Bagels Breakfast Sandwiches 

Muffins Sandwich Wraps 

Scones Bagel Deli Sandwiches 
Cookies (Served fresh all day!) 

7 W Oar Signolura Emopeon Style (ipreno - mode to ordu 

Route 100 @ the Cabot Cheese Pinza 



IN HONOR OF PAST, CURRENT & FUTURE PRESIDENTS WE PRESENT OUR: 

BUY LOCAL - BUY AMERICAN SALE 






calendar 


I FIND SELECT EVENTS ON TWITTER @7DAYSCALENDAR = 



415-37*3965. 


fairs & festivals 

MONTREAL EN LUMIERE '“e WED. 22 10 
a.m.-midnighL 

SNOWFLAKE FESTIVAL: See WED.22 1230 
p.m.-mldnlght, 


film 

A DANGEROUS METHOO’: See FRI.24. 5:30 p.m. & 
NORWEGIAN WOOD': See FRI.24. 530 p.m. &730 


leclskin brought dn byter- 


Oana Audltorl um. Sunderland Language Center. 



food & drink 

MIDDLEBURY WINTER FARMERS MARKET: Crafts. 

a.m.-l p.m. Free. Info. 388-0178. mlddleburyfm® 


WOODSTOCK WINTER FARMERS MARKET Eggs. 



DROP-IN FAMILY SKI & SNOWSHOE PROGRAM 

Weather permitting, kids and adults get some 
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calendar 


SNOWFLAKE FESTIVAL: See 


2 : 30-230 



food & drink 

VFW Post 309. Peru N T.. 9 am.- noon. S5. Info. 
518-643-4580. 

WINTER ANGST MANAGEMENT: Cook off the 

On the menu: the Piping Pepper chicken Kiev, 
dark-chocolate banana bites and spiced milk tea. 
The Plumpest Peach. Jericho, 5-8:30 p.m. $25: pre- 
register. Info, 858-4213. 


games 

BURLINGTON-AREA SCRABBLE CLUB: Triple- 



862-7558. 


health & fitness 

DISCOVERING YOUR INNER STABILITY: Can't 
Kundalinlyoga. tai chi. Rolling Movement 

flexibility. Healthy Living. South Burlington 11 
a.m.-noon. Free; preregister. Info, 863-2569, exLl. 
o LAUGHTER YOGA: What's so funny? Giggles burst 

H out as gentle aerobic exeitlse and yogic breathing 
v! meet unconditional laughter to enhance physical. 



rv kids 

gj MONTGOMERY PLAYGROUP: Infants to 2-year- 

Kj Montgomery Town Library. 4-5 p.m. Free Info 
£ 527-5426 

g VACATION BLIZZARD: SeeSAT.25, 10 a.m.-5p.m. 

language 

M DIMANCHES: Novice and fluent French speak- 

° Fletcher Free Library Burlington. 4-5:30 p.m. Free. 
$ Info 864-5088. 

a 

music 


DARTMOUTH CHAMBER SINGERS: Robert Ouff 







STORIES WITH MEGAN: Preschoolers ages 2 to 
5 expand their imaginations through storytell- 

VACATION BLIZZARD: See 5AT.2S, 10 a.m.-5p.m. 


music 


CAPITAL ORCHESTRA Brass and string players 



THE CHAMPLAIN ECHOES: Newslngersare invited 


acappellachorusatweekly open rehearsals. Pines 
Senior Living Community. South Burlington. 6:15- 
9:15 p.m. Free. Info, 658-0398. 


semitutrs 

COMPUTER HELP: Technology snafu? Walk-ins 



INTERNET ESSENTIALS: Master the art of the 

suggested donation: prereglster. Info. 865-7217. 

talks 

ARE CORPORATIONS PEOPLE? CITIZENS 
RESPOND TO CITIZENS UNITED: Paul Olsen mod- 

Anthony larrapino and Virginia Lyons in a discus- 
sion about the Supreme Court ruling. McCarthy 

CHRISTOPHER PARKER: The executive director of 



words 


MARJORIE CADY MEMORIAL WRITERS GROUP 

•homework" assignments, creative exercises and 



Mlddlebury, 7 p.m. Free Info, 3B8-2061. 



FIND FUTURE DATES + UPDATES AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/EVENTS 


TUE.28 

agriculture 

BURLINGTON GARDEN CLUB MEETING: Kerry 
Gorgeous Perennials" at agatherlng of gardeners. 
p.m. Free. Info. 863-6764. 



COMMUNITY BIKE SHOP NIGHT : See THU.23, 6-8 

Jdirs & festivals 

SNOWFLAKE FESTIVAL: See WED.22 10 a.m.-230 
p.m. 

film 

A DANGEROUS METHOD": See FRI.24. 7:30 p.m. 

BEING ELMO: A PUPPETEER'S JOURNEY": See 



food & drink 

CHARITY DINNER: Diners down steak-house 
862-9879. P 


NATIONAL PANCAKE DAY: Diners score a short 
stack of buttermilk flap)acks on the. er. house. 





health & fitness 

LAUGHTER YOGA: See SUN.26. Miller Community 



Allen Health Care Cardiology Bu tiding. South 
Budington. 6-7 p.m. Free. Info. 6S6-2I76. 

WOMEN'S WINTER WELLNESS SERIES: Latin- 





Brownell Library. Essex Junction. 1-2:30 p.m.Free 
Info, 878-6955. 

SCHOOL VACATION FUN: Museum exhibits, crafts 
and games teach youngsters about Abenaki cul- 

Montpelier 12:30-4 p.m. SB. Info 82B-2180. 
VACATION BLIZZARD: See SAT.25. 10 am.-5 p.m. 

music 

FACULTY RECITAL: Baritone David Nelweem and 

Liszt among others UVM Recital Hall. Burlington 
7:30-9 p.m. Free, Info, 656-7776. 

FARMERS NIGHT CONCERT SERIES: Continuing 


and original "French-VermonT songs. Vermont 
Statehouse. Montpelier. 7:30 p.m. Free. Info. 800- 
322-5616. aclarksoniPleg.state.vt.us. 

THE TARTAN TERRORS: An internationally recog- 
nized troupe offers rollicking piping, comedy and 

the Arts. N.Y., 7 p.m. $16. Info. 518-523-2512. 





seminars 

BUDGETING TO MAINTAIN YOUR 

prioritizing bills, paying down debt and increas- 
Williston 5:30-7 p.m.Free Info 879-8790. 


sport 

NIGHT RIDERS: See WED.22 4:30-8 pm. 


talks 

COLMAN MCCARTHY: The director of Washington 
DCs. Center for Teaching Peace presents "The Cose 
for Nonviolence 1 ' Cheray Science Hall, SL Michaels 
College. Colchester, 7 pm. Free. Info. 654-2S36. 
SKIP SCHIEL: Highlighting visits to the shepherds 
fields and a refugee camp, the photographer takes 
audiences on a tour of Bethlehem. Burlington's 


theater 

'INCIDENTS IN THE UFEOF A SLAVE GIRL': The 


the Arts. Johnson State College 8 pm. $5; free for 
the JSC community. Info, 635-1476. 

"M. BUTTERFLY': See WED.22. 7:30 pm. 



PAINTED WORD POETRY SERIES: A series hlgh- 
llghbng established and emerging New England 
poets features Evie Shockley. Fleming Museum. 
UVM. Budington, 6-7 p.m. Free. Info. 656-0750. <8 


THIS THURSDAY! 


It’s time to buy a house! 

We can help you put the pieces together. 



A Vermont zAtomeys 
_L Vitle (Corporation presents* 

Home© 

Buying 

Seminar 

hosted by SEVEN DAYS 


Thursday, February 23, 6-8 p.m. 
ECHO LAKE AQUARIUM & SCIENCE CENTER 


5:30 Check-In 
LIGHT DINNER PROVIDED 


RSVPby: 

NOUN, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23 
AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM OR 865-1020 x37 



CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CUSSES = 


classes 


© THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 

ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS $13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 

art Incl.). Location: The Shelburne 


Being. Usi ng graphite, Lydia 
ill lead everyone In exploring 
ye fundamentals of draw- 


Water colors. March 13-April 3. 
Origami. March I7-Aprll 7. Oils. 
March 21-Aprll IB: Pottery: 

4. Monday Night Wheel. March 
12-April 9: Children's Classes: 
wheel, hand building, multi- age 


March I9-Aprll 16. 
March 17-April IS, 

INTRO TO SHAKER 


luzon, 985-3648. Info® 


with a woodshop environmem 
building plans an 
will begin wl 




on Thu. Cost $260/ person, 
S234/BC A members, Clay sold 
separately at $20/25-lb. bag, 
glazes & firings Incl. Location: 
BCA Clay Studio. Wheel Room. 

Individual attention to personal 
development Students should 
be proficient In centering and 
throwing basic cups and bowls. 

CLAY: WHEEL THROW ING II: 

~ st: $220/per- 


son. S198/BCA 


ltS20/25-lb. 
bs and firings Incl. 
BCA Clay Studio, 


985-3648. InfoSshelburr 


Some of the topics covered will 
Include under-glaze crayons 


burlington city 
arts 


BCA 


DESIGN: ADOBE INDESIGN: 

Mar. 26-Apr. 30. 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Weekly on Mon. Cost: $185/ 
person. S166.50/BCA members. 

cf Adobe InDesign. a program 
used for magazine and book lay- 
out for designing text and for 
preparing digital and printpub- 
licatlons. Students will explore 
a variety of software techniques 


DESIGN: GRAPHIC BASICS: 

Mar. 13-May. 1. 6:30-8:30 p.m.. 
Weekly on Tue. Cost: $205/ 
person. $194.75 BCA member. 


PHOTO: PORTRAIT: Mar.22-Ap 
12. 6-9 p.m.. Weekly on Thu. 
Cost: 5125/person. $112,50/ 
BCA members. Location: 


veyour portrait-taking 
•a techniques, compose 


PRINT PAINTING & DRAWING: 

Mac 22-Apr. 26. 6-8:30 p.m.. 
Weekly on Thu. Cost: $185/ 
person. S167/BCA members. 
Location: BCA Print Studio. 

250 Main St. Buriington. 
Techniques such as etching, 
linoleum cuts, si Ikscreenlng and 
more will be taught. Studen' 




to layer a 


person. S162/BCA members. 
Location: BCA Print Studio. 
250 Main St. Buriington. 
Studentswlll learn a variety 


»Y: BELT BUCKLES: Sr 
Mar. 10 & 11, 10 a.m-4 
st: $1 50/person. $135 


person. S130.50/BCA me 
bets. Location: Digital Mi 
Lab. Buriington, Explorel 
manual 35mm filmor dig 
SLR camera to learn how 
the photographs you env 
Demystify f-stops. shutte 


and printing im; 
hand-drawn phi 
borrowed image 
to apply photo e 


clay 


AY SESSIONS START SC 

ar.5-Apr.19, Weekly on 1 
ist: $195/7 3- hr. classes. 


Cost: $195/ person, S175.50/8CA 
Darkroom. Burlington Explore 

how to properly expose black- 
and-white 61 m. process film 
Into negatives, and make prints 


communication 


inlnfocanbefoundat 


Info: 238-4310. Leslie® 
rounstoneiml.com. Half-dr 
workshops teach effective 


the way ofyour goals. This ^ 

employees and is guaranteed 
to help you Bnd a new way of 
working. 


terheibs.com. Come mr 





St, Burlington Lessons also 
available In St Albans. Info: 
First Step Dance. 598-6757. 


Beginning da 
es vary' from r 


March 22. 5:30 p.m., $4S/3- 
wk. term Cuban congas start 
February 9 and April 19. $45/3- 

7 p.m, S45/3-wk. term. 

empowerment 


terbury. Info: Sue. 244-7909. 


3369. lnfo@Burlin 
com. BurllngtonD: 
Burlington Dance! 



classes 


THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS S13.7S/WEEK ( INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AO AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCUSS. 


out how to i 


herbs 


HONORING HERBAL 
TRADITIONS 2012: 9 am.-S 


p-m., one Saturday monthly for 
8 months. Cost: $8 50/8- mo. 
course. Location: Horsetail 
Herbs. 134 Manley Rd, Milton. 
Info: Horsetail Herbs. Kelley 
Roble. 893-0521. htherbs® 



BELLY DANCE AND 
TANGOFLOWI: Belly Dance 
with Gail McKenzie, weekly: 
Tues.. 6:45-8 p.m.S14/ses- 
sloa TangoFlow! with Cathy 




Dance! Experience tl 
Modern Egyptian be 


dance form. TangoFlow! Exp lore 
the energy, sensuality and pas- 
sion of Argentine Tango... while 
getting a great whole-body 
workout! Rhythmic, expressive. 


gardening 


your back. In this workshop you 
will learn the basic movements 
of the spine (flexion, extension. 


Wlllistoa Info: 658-2433. Enjoy 

show you how easy It can be 
Instructed by Karen Winter. 

SOIL BASICS: WHAT YOU MUST 
KNOW TO START A GARDEN: 

Location: Gardener's Supply 
Willi stoa Info: 658-2433. Feed 
basics of good gardening. Find 


org. Herbal Apprenticeship 

farm. Covers herbal therapies, 
nutritional supporL dleL detox, 
body systems, medicine mak- 
ing. plant identification tea 
tasting, plant spirit medld ne 

wild foods, field trips iridology. 

and ani mals' health! Textbook/ 
United Plant Saver member- 
ship Included. VSAC nondegree 
grants available. 

WISDOM OF THE HERBS 

2012: Apr. 21-22, May 19-20. 
Jun. 16-17, JuL 14-15. Aug. 11-12, 

2012. Wild Edibles Intensive 
2012: Spring/Summer Term: 
May 27. Jun. 24 & JuL 22, 2012 
& Summer/Fall Term: Aug. 19, 
Sep. 16 & Oct. 14. 2012. VSAC 
nondegree grants avail, to 

Woodbury. Info: 456-8122, aii- 
nleiBwisdomoftheherbsschool. 
com. wl sdomoftheherbsschool. 



Annie McCleary, director, and 
George Usi, naturalise 


language 

FRENCH CUSSES THIS 
SPRING!: 7 courses. 11-wk. term, 
begins Mar. 5 & continues 
through May 24 (note: no 
classes Apr. 23-29). Classes 

$225/1 1-wk. course. Location: 

Champlain Region, 302-304 
DupontBldg., 123 Ethan 



Champlain Region. Mlchellne 



French"? There’s a class for your 




instruction or student tutoring. 

for complete information or 
contact usfor details. 


martial arts 


AIKIDO: Adult Introduc- 

Location: Aikido of Champlain 
Valley. 257 Pine St (across 
from Conant Metal & Light). 
Burlington. Info: 951-8900. 



ages 5-6. Classes are taught 
by Benjamin Pincus Sensei. 
Vermonti senior andonly fully 


are always welcome. 


AIK DO CUSSES: Feb. 21- Mar. 
13. 6-7:30 p.m. Cost: $65/4 





confidence In oneself. Vermont 




massage 

ASIAN BODYWORK THERAPY 
PROGRAM: Weekly on Mon. 
Tue. Cost: $5.000/500-hr. 


of Healing, 21 Essex Way, suite 
109. Essex Jet. Info: Elements 


8160. elementsofheaungip 





POSTURAL TECHNIQUES: 

Mar. 10-11, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Cost: 
$245/14 CEUs ($225 if paid by 



□elsarte System of Expression 
promotes healthy movement 
for personal development and 



photography 


EXPOSURE: Feb. 25, 4:30- 
7:30 p. m. Cost: $25/3-hr. 



meetup com/DarkroomGallery/ 
events/49770952 Get your 
camera off auto. Learn how to 

1 °° k 31 does*!*)" Tth'""" 


In-class exercises. Preregister at 
meetup.tom/DarkroomGailery/ 
events/49770952/ or call 



Sh" 8 bhTc n nt BUr i87S° n 

658-6795. burlingtonshambha- 
lactr.org. Through the practice 
of sitting still andfol lowing 
your breath as It goes out and 
dissolves, you are connect- 
ing with your heart By simply 

you develop genuine sympathy 
toward yourself. The Burlington 

gentleness andwisdom. 

movement 





$15/single class. Location: 
Burlington Dances. Chace 
Mill. 1 Mill St., suite 372, 


Dances, Lucille Dyer. 863-3369, 



endurance and enjoyment! 
Practice of Laban Bartenleff 



psychic 

BASIC PSYCHIC DEVELOPMENT: 

March 15 to M ay 10, 10 
Thursdays. 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. 
Cost: $175/10 classes. Location: 
BerniceKelman. 12 Kelley 




CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CUSSES = 


reiki 

REIKI LEVEL 1: Mar. 3. 9:30 

full day. Location: Rising Sun. 
35 King SL. S7. Burlington. 
Info: Chris Hanna, 881-1866, 
Chris@nslngsunheal(ngxom. 

anattunementthat allows 






City Ignited the Modern World' 
By James Carroll. Theclasswill 
Include a showing of the docu- 



the serpentsplne. strengthen 
the core, and teach the body to 

ns animal form. Build heal and 

blockages In our energy that 
cause pain and stagnation, and 
give love to those places in our 
body that we so often neglect. 

EVOLUTION YOGA: SWdass. 
SI 30/class card. SS-SlOcom- 


Evolutlon Yoga. Burlington. 
Info: 864-9642, yogaBevolu- 



Ing from beginner to advanced 
We offer classes In Vmyasa, 

Iyengar yoga. Bables/kids 



postpartum with pre-/postnatal 
yoga, and check out our thriving 
massage practice. Participate In 
our community blog: evolu- 
tion vt.com/evoblog. 

LAUGHING RIVER YOGA: Mon.- 
Fri„9a.m. classes, slidlngscale 
S5-1S. Cost: $13/Class: sno/10 
classes: $130/unllmited 


taught tv experienced and com- 
ely of styles. Including Kripalu. 
Jlvamuktt Vlnyasa. YogaTrance 


SLOW YOGA: SOt W/ JILL 
MASON: Weekly: Tue„ 10:30- 
11:45 a.m. Cost: SWdass (or 
$120/10-dass yoga card). 



Dyer. 863-3369, Lucille® 


NaturalBodlesPilates.com. 
BurllngtonDances.com. Slow 



River Yoga. Chace Mill, suite 
126. Burl Ington, Info: 343-8119. 
laughl ngrlveryoga.com. Our 


Explore for yourself with yoga 



Thinking about buying 
a car or 


NEFCU- 

A great place 

to start! 

• Contact us before you go car shopping 

• Take advantage of our free online tutorials and 
research tools 

• Get a pre-approved Auto Check for better 
buying power 

• Well deliver the loan check right to your home 
orworkplacel 


Call 866-80-LOANS or apply 
online anytime at nefcu.com 



New England 
Federal Credit Union 




5 


sift A Fedsally insured by NCLIA 


Local, affordable, and on your side'." 


i 


8 

8 


1 
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SO: Is he based on anyone in particular? 

AM: Yeah. [Laughs] There are a few guys 
... but I'll never tell. ® 


BY DAN BOLLES 

F or the last several years, Vermont songwriter Anais Mitchell has been con- 
sumed with her critically acclaimed "folk rock opera,” Hadestown. Her mas- 
terful retelling of the Orpheus myth culminated in a star-studded studio album 
that featured the likes of Ani DiFranco, Greg Brown, recent Grammy winner 
Justin Vernon of Bon Iver and drew wide-ranging, international praise. 

Now Mitchell is back with a new project, Young Man in America, released on her 
new label, Wilderland Records — her previous efforts were all on DiFranco’s Righteous 
Babe imprint Though a comparatively more traditional "album,” and far smaller in 
scope, the record is an equally compelling artistic work. Through a variety of charac- 
ters - including the titular young man Mitchell delves into themes of obsession and 
ambition, success and failure, and the unseen costs of each. Reuniting with Hadestown 
producer Todd Sicltafoose, the project boasts an impressive roster of talent including 
the Punch Brothers’ Chris Thile, songwriter Rachel Ries. and a slew of highly regarded 
jazz and rock players from New York City. Her old friend and producer Michael Chor- 
ney lends a hand, as well. 

Seven Days spoke with Mitchell by phone from London - while she was eating 
shepherd’s pie - in advance of her show at the Higher Ground Showcase Lounge this 
Friday. February 24, with songwriter Rachel Ries. 


American Original 

Anais Mitchell is back from hell with a new album 


SEVEN DAYS: You've been immersed in 
Hadestown for years now. What was it 
like to dig into something so removed 
from that project? 

ANAIS MITCHELL: There are some 
ways that this album rode on the heels of 
Hadestown. One was that Todd [Sickaf- 
oose] was the producer of this record and 
Hadestown. I've developed a sort of vocab- 
ulary with him. So in that sense this record 
almost felt easy. There arc also a lot of char- 
acters and "story" songs on this album. So 
it's not a complete 180 from the opera. 

SD: It is more of a traditional album, 
though. 

AM: It’s more intimate, definitely, in 
terms of the number of people involved. 
And a lot of the songs feel more intimate 
and life-size, rather than this sort of larg- 
er-than-life, mythological stuff. 

SD: Its not a rock opera, but there is 
thematic consistency. Where did the 
general concept of the record come from? 

AM: I don't think it was a grand plan. The 

are two really important characters or 
themes on the record. One. of course, is 
this Young Man in America guy, a really 
youthful, hungry and reckless character 
who is sort of so free that he doesn’t have 

a mother or father or some sort of direc- 

And then there’s a sort of older char 
acter. My dad is an important figure on 
this record, and it's his face on the cover. 
And one of the tunes [“Shepherd"] is a 

was about my age from a book called The 
Souls of Lambs. The character in that sto- 
ry is a shepherd whose wife dies in child- 
birth as a result of his fixation on bring- 


ing in the harvest before the rains come. 
1 read that at a young age. and itk always 
struck me as such a sad story. Itfr about 
the things that we are relentlessly pur- 
suing and then the rich, beautiful things 
thnt we plow under in our pursuiL He's 
similar to the young man, but in a more 
mature way, if that makes sense. 

SD: You've said the recent economic 
collapse was an inspiration. How so? 
AM: Watching the footage of families 
losing their homes and seeing their fur- 

of our country as a wild place, a frontier 
place. You don’t know if anyone has your 
back, or if you can afford your medicine. 
You don’t feel taken care of and it's every 
man for himself "Wilderland" came out 
of that idea. And this Young Man charac- 
ter, that was the world he inhabited. He 
gets really high and low. It can be exhila- 
rating to be alone in the world. But there’s 
an emptiness that also sets in. 


SD: I feel like I know that guy. Being 
that you arent a young man, how were 
you able to get into his headspace and 
write from his perspective? 

AM: He kind of announced himself The 
first stanza of the song came when I was 
driving and I loved it. It was like he leapt 
exit of his mother's womb and is hungry 
and thirsty. And I thought, Oh my God. This 
song is going to take, like, 18 verses. But he 
kind of put the wind in my sails a little bit 
But I identify with him, too. I’m not a 
maa obviously. But 1 have my own anxi- 
ety and ambition, and feelings of mis- 
placed-ness sometimes. So he was sort of 



G0TMUSICNEWS7DAN@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


sG und bites 

BY DAN BOLLES 


It’s Funny 
Cuz It’s True 

I don’t want to say, “I told 
you so," but ... well, OK. I 
totally want to say, “1 told 

For at least the last 
two years, I’ve been an 
enthusiastic — bordering on 
obnoxious - cheerleader for 
Vermont comedy. At first, I 
think my fascination with 
local comedians stemmed 
simply from die fact that 
there was a local standup 
scene at all — though at 
the time, calling it that was 
charitable at best. But think 
of how often we take our 
long-established local music 
scene for granted. Why, 
just tills weekend I had a 
conversation at a show with 
a woman who bemoaned a 
perceived lack of great bands 
on the local front. “I feel like 
it was so much better, like, 

10 years ago,” she whined, 
er, said. I smiled politely, 
then promptly poured my 
Guinness over her head. (I'm 
kidding, of course. I’d never 
waste good Guinness.) 

The point is that it’s 
easy to be spoiled amid an 
embarrassment of musical 
riches. It's a vibrant, storied 
scene that dates back 
decades. But that’s not the 
case with comedy. It’s a new 
development - and we have 
a front-row seat to witness 
the standup scene emerge, as 
if out of the primordial ooze. 
How often does that happen? 

The other reason this 
is cool is far simpler. Local 
comedy is good; some of it, 
exceptionally good. But don't 
just take my word for it 

Last week, seven Vermont 
comedians - ryan kriger. 
COUN RYAN. NATHAN HARTSWICK. 
KIT RIVERS, MIKE ROBIDEAU, MAYA 
MANION and TONY BATES 

performed at the prelims 
of the Funniest Comic in 
New England Contest at 
the Mohegan Sun Casino 
in Connecticut. Care to 


guess how many comedians 
were in the field overall? 
Never mind. I’ll tell you; 2a 
That means a whopping 35 
percent of this year's regional 
contestants are products of 
the Green Mountains — and 
that's out of a field of 200 
who auditioned. In fairness, 
Robideau and Manion no 
longer call Vermont home, 
but they honed their chops 
here, so as far as we’re 
concerned, they count And 
so does Kriger, even though 
he’s a relatively recent NYC 
transplant I mean, dude 
opened a friggin' comedy 
club in Burlington. He’s ours. 

Of those seven, Kriger, 
Bates, Hartswick and 
Manion advanced to the 
quarterfinals die following 
night. And guess what? 

All four were among the 
10 comics who advanced 
to the semifinal round, 
happening this Friday, 
February 24. That’s almost 
half of the semifinalists. 

Even more impressive, our 
Green Mountain boys - and 
girl — did this in hostile 
territory. Kriger reports 
that comics from Rhode 
Island, Connecticut and 
Massachusetts were required 
to bring friends to help fill 
seats. An email to Treehouse 
Comedy Productions, the 
organizing sponsor, was 
unreturned as of press 
time, so no confirmation on 
that. But Kriger is a lawyer 
and lawyers never lie ... 
ahem. Either way, given the 
location, Vermonters were 
definitely the road team in 
this match, with or without 
seat stuffing 

Congrats to all 
Vermontfish) comics, 
and best of luck to our 
semifinalists this weekend. 
And if Mohegan Sun is a 
bit too far for you to travel, 
or you’re just more of a 
Foxwoods person, you can 
check out local comedy 
every Friday at Levity in 
Burlington — two shows! 

And this Saturday, February 



25, the cafe presents two 
fundraisers for the Sara 
Holbrook Community 
Center, both hosted by dustin 
bruley with headliner jason 

LORBER. 

BiteTorrent 

Fm being told that 
Soundbites is actually a 
music column and that 1 
should probably mention 
music stuff. So let's start 
with some new bands. Last 
Thursday, I ventured to the 
Monkey House, ostensibly 
to catch the headliners, 
yellowbiros. from Brooklyn. 
But I was actually more 
curious about new local 
supergroup shelly shredder. 
which features members 
of villaneu.es. buzz jar, 

BEAROUARIUM and DANGERBIRO. 

If you recall from last week’s 
column, the alt-country 
outfit described itself as “neil 
young meets the jayhawks." 
Having never heard them 
- it was their first show I 
couldn't confirm that. Now 
I can. Their bristling set 
revealed the Jayhawks as a 
particularly apt comparison. 
And, no, I’m not saying 
die band is as good as the 
Jayhawks. But if you’re 
a fan, you'll probably dig 
Shredder’s dual guitar, 


multilayered harmony 
attack. I certainly did. And 
I was equally impressed 
at how tight and polished 
die band sounds for having 
been together just about five 
weeks. Stay tuned. 


Speaking of Villanelles 
offshoots debuting at 
die Monkey House, seth 
Gunderson unveils a new 
project this Thursday, 
February 23, called phantom 
suns. The band also includes 
lendway drummer tood 
GEVRY, CHRIS MATHEU (MY 
DEAREST DARUNG. UNKINONESS 
OF RAVENS) and RYAN COHEN. 

who produced Villanelles’ 
self-titled debut So what do 
they play? Are you sitting 
down? Grunge. You read 
that correctly. Gunderson 
describes die band as if 

"SMASHING PUMPKINS and 

nirvana had an illegitimate 
love child.” Hmm. I always 
diought that was silverchair. 
but I digress. By the way, 
that sound you hear is my 
inner 15-year-old absolutely 
freaking out, cracking voice 
and all. Suffice to say, we 
- meaning current me and 
teenage me - are intrigued. 
If your awkward teen is, 


□ 


Follow 00a 
Dan blogs i 


d State at sevendaysvtcom/blogs. 




WHO... 


Will help our wildlife, 
if you won’t? 



When you contribute to the 
Nongame Wildlife Fund 
you are helping protect and 
restore Vermont's endangered 
wildlife like bald eagles and 
bats threatened by White Nose 
Syndrome. 

Look for the loon on line 29A 
of your Vermont income tax 
return and please remember 
to donate. 




Champlain valley 



regional 

OLIVE RIDLEY’S Completely 


THU. 23 

bnrtington area 

1/2 LOUNGE Burgundy Thursdays 
with Joe Adler. Greg Alexander 
(singer-songwriters^ 7 pmTree. ^ 

Presents Blockhe ad (EDMl^pm. 
$12/15.18+. 

FRANNY 0’S: Kara 



i and local bass heads mushpost. 


Around tll6 Block A Iter a brief stint as an MC, NYC’s blockhead turned his 
attention to tweaking knobs and fadcrsand lias since become one of underground hip-hop's 
most provocative and sought-after producers. Though he's best known for his collaborations 
with Aesop Rock, his impressive resume also includes work with the likes of Mac Lethal, 

Murs and Mike Ladd, among others. And in between, he's somehow found time to release 
several platinum-selling solo efforts for diverse London-based electro label Ninja Tunc. This 
Thursday. February 23. Blockhead plays Club Metronome with opening support from NYC’s 


HIGHER GROUND 8ALLR00M: Zoso 
(Led Zeppel In tribute), 8:30 p.m.. 



MONKEY HOUSE: The Phantom Sun 



NECTAR'S: Trl via Mania with Top Hat 



(hip-hop). 9:30 pm. Free. 


ON TAP BAR & GRILL High Mileage 
(rock). 7p.m.. Free. 



RED SQUARE: Old Soul (r& b), 7 p.m.. 
Free. DJ Dakota ( hip-hop). 8 p.m., 




PARKER PIE CO.: Paul Cataldo 
(slnger-songwdter), 7:30 p.m. Free. 

RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN: OJ 

Two Rivers (hip-hop), 10 p.m. Free. 

regional 

MONOPOLE: sinecure (rock), 10 p.m„ 


MONOPOLE DOWNSTAIRS: Gary 
Peacock (stnger-songwrlter). 10 p.m. 



TABU CAFE & NIGHTCLUB: Karaoke 
Night with Sassy Entertainment 5 


DJ NYCE (Top 40)^10:30 p.m. Free. 


champlain valley 

ON THE RISE BAKERY: Open Irish 
Session. 8pm„ Free. 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: DJ Dlrrle 

northern 

BEE'S KNEES: Rapscallion (Irish). 7:30 
MOOG'S: Elat Top Trio (bluegrass). 


FRI.24 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE ZackduPont(slnger- 

9 p.m. Free 


Dke 9 p.r 





= GOT MUSIC NEWS? DAN@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


s@und bites 



too. check out a track from 
the band's forthcoming EP 

at phantomsuns.handcamp. 
com — it’s awesome. Then, 
find a tom flannel shirt, 
borrow mom’s car and get 
thee to die Monkey, vetica 
and workingman's army round 
out the bill. 


Going for the new-local- 
band hat trick, sax player 
dan uptak unveils his latest 

this Wednesday, February 
22. at Red Square. Liptak 
writes that the band - 
which includes local jazz 
vets TOM MORSE, GREG EVANS, 
COREY BEARD. DON EINHORN aild 

jane andrea — is an original 
Dixieland band that mixes in 
swingblues and second-line 
music. And just in time for 
Mardi Gras! 


The Skinny Pancake in 
Montpelier has been running 
a well-received Sunday- 
evening series for several 
mondis now. featuring a 
variety of interesting local 
and regional acts. But this 
Sunday, February 26, they 
take it to anodier level with 
a pair of renowned fiddlers, 
LAUREN RIOUX from OAROL 
ANGER'S REPUBLIC OF STRINGS 
and BRITTANY HAAS of CROOKED 

stll. If groovy fiddle music 
steeped in Appalachian 


grit is your jam, I strongly 
recommend it. 


Once upon a time, there was 
a band called the format, who 
traded in shamelessly hooky 
pop songs you’d practically 
have to be comatose not to 
like. But then, ns bands do, 
they broke up. hi their wake, 
a new group arose called 
fun., featuring one of the 
main dudes from die Format, 
lb the delight of Format 
fans, they released a debut 
record and ... well, it kind of 
sucked. Yeah, it was similar, 
at least on the surface. The 
hooks were mostly there, 
the melodies catchy. But 
something was off. 1 1 was like 
when your mom tried to pass 
off store-brand chocolate- 
sandwich cookies as Oreos in 
your lunch box. Sure, it was 


sugary and chocolate-ish. 

But you could tell right away 
you’d been duped. Flash to 
2012. Fun. is back with a new 
record. Some Nights. And 
guess what? It’s not gonna 
please Format fans, either. 

Or, as a coworker put it: “It’s 
like if the Format did die 
soundtrack to the Lion King!' 
Ouch. I mean, yeah, totally. 
But ouch. Anyway, I’m 
officially calling on Format 
fans to “occupy” the Higher 
Ground Ballroom when Fun. 
play on Wednesday, February 
29, and not leave until they 
promise to start writing good 



Speaking of Higher Ground, 
if you're planning to check 
out yacht at the Ballroom on 
Saturday, February 25 — and 
you should — do yourself a 


favor and get there in time 
to catch local indie-space- 
rock openers errands. You’re 
welcome. 


Last but not least, if you 
didn't get enough anoers 

PARKER ill the WOODY GUTHRIE 

story on page 30, his band 
cloud badge will be at the 
Monkey House this Saturday, 
February 25. BTW, Parker 
says the debut CB record is 
done, and he hopes to release 
it "sometime this year." 
Fingers crossed. ® 


o 

Listening In 













OVERWEIGHT SUBJECTS WANTED 

Arc your medical risks affected by the type of lat your body stores? Healthy overweight 
AND lean people (18-40 yr) needed for an 8-wcck NIH study. Participants will receive 
all food for 8 weeks and S2500 upon completion of the study. 

If interested, please contact Dr. C. Lawrence Kien ^BrNivnwi'Y 
at David.Ebenstein@uvm.edu or 802-656-9093. ‘■; g r , 


q: 


SEVEN DAYS 


50% OFF 

Ladies Clothing, 
Winter Boots, 
Tops and Coats!! 


JNL 


20% OFF ALL 

flannel-lined Carhartt c 


CLUB DATES 


aUB METRONOME: I 

patty], 9 p.m., S5. 



LEVITY CArt: Friday Night 
Comedy (standup), B p.m. SB. 
Friday Night Comedy (standup), 
10 p.m.. SB, 

LIFT: Ladles Night 9 p.m. 

NECTAR'S: Seth Yacovone (solo 


Pulse Prophets Big Mean Sound 



PARK PLACE TAVERN: Ambush 
(rode). 9:30 p.m., Free. 

(anger-songwdterl 7 pm. 

(alt-country). 10:30 p.m. Fret 
Fridge & the Spins (rock). 1 a m. 




Champlain valley 





CITY LIMITS: Top Hat 

Entertainment Dance Party (Top 

ON THE RISE BAKERY Stone 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: DJ 

Jam Man (Top 40). 10 p.m. Free. 


northern 



MATTERHORN Lames Brothers 


RUSTY NAIL Sly Chi (rf 


regional 



OUVE RIDLEY'S: Trench Town 
THERAPY Pulse with DJ Nyce 


SAT.25 

burlington area 

V2L0UNGE: Justin Levinson 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Tommy & the 


CLUB METRONOME: Hetronome 



HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 

LOUNGE: YACFTT. Errands. Bobby 
Blrdman (Indie). B:30 p.m. $12. 



LEVITY CAFt: Comedy 


(Standup). 9:30 p.m. S10. 


Unwashed ncwyoa duo royai 

of psychedelia that has drawn apt comparis 
and Spacemen 3. But the band's murky soni 
apathy that elevates their sound above men 


US trade in a kaleidoscopic br 
to both the Velvet Underground 
w is seasoned with a winking pui 
ro garage-rock nostalgia. Touring 


l support of a new album. Better Luck Next Life, Royal Baths play the Monkey 
louse in Winooski this Monday, February 27. GLOAMING open. 




MON.27 // ROYAL BATHS |INDIE] 


A A 





REVIEW this 



Ryan Fauber, 

The Believer 

(JENKE RECORDINGS. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD] 

With a title like The Believer, you'd 
diink Ryan Fauber's debut studio album 
would be a tad brighter. Instead we 
find raw, unpolished folk music. In his 
lisping, raspy voice, the Burlington- 
based songwriter sings about the 
darkest pligh ts o f struggling America 
The album pays homage to traditional 
American song forms through chord 
progressions and rhyme schemes, 
but addresses a modern niche with 
uncomfortable specificity. 

The first track, “Any Day,” comes in 
slowly with a steady acoustic guitar. It's 
a bittersweet ballad of hope that drags 
on for nearly six minutes. “Confiision," 
however, goes straight to the business 
of killing puppies, assaulting ladies 
and desecratingchildhood. At this 
point, it’s loo late to yell, “Earmuffs!" 
And, thematically, Fauber’s indelicate 
padios becomes even more overt as the 
album spins on with “Ballad of Grant 
Seely.” Fauber attacks with a crudely 
played guitar and brutally declarative 
lyrics. This story-song goes step by 
step through the alcoholic demise of a 
formerly successful family man. The 
zeal with which this tunesmidi “tells 
it like it is” for modern America would 
make Utah Phillips proud. 

Fauber’s style is relatively 
consistent dtroughouL “It’s a Chore” 
features the same acoustic strumming, 
predictably rhymed lyrics and Fauber's 
unique voice rasping his words with 
conviction. But “The King," less coarse 
and more endearing, stands out. It 
conjures the imageofan elderly Johnny 
Cash relating sorrow through his cover 
of Nine Inch Nails’ “Hurt." 

“Dope Child" staggers along dismally 
with extremely dark imagery and 


symbolism. Fauber's lines convey the 
sufferingof a protagonist “burning from 
the scratches / from die mosquitoes 
that are always hungry." Antiquated 
symbols - prison chains and lantem- 
lit graveyards — set up this song like 
a cowboy's dirge. Unfortunately, 
Fauber's attempts to weave more 
relatively modern metaphors into his 
spooky tale are comparatively clumsy 
and ultimately fall Hat. Though the 
repetitive form and rhyme might be 
Dylan-esque, the song lacks dynamic 
range or soulful flourish. 

The Believer resolves optimistically 
with die unexpected voice of 
Burlington singer Samara Lark on 
“More Than Gold.” Her voice is 
warm and comforting, like a mother's 
unconditional love. “More Than Gold” 
is wholesome, a la Judy Garland, and 
Lark sings with a similar style. While 
"Dope Child" pmfesses that “pain will 
keep you honest,” “More Than Gold” 
affirms “I love you,” again and again. 

Ryan Fauber plays Radio Bean 
diis Friday, February 24, with his band, 
Sunday Face. 

ALAINA JANACK 

Spirit Animal, 

Spirit Animal 

(BEAR MINIMUM RECORDS. CD) 

Through the late 1980s and early '90s, 
hardcore and punk rock adopted a 
sensitive side emo. Washington, DC’s 
Rites of Spring opened die floodgates, 
and emo eventually bloomed into 
a commercial success. The music 
industry capitalized on diis untapped 
genre and swept its original intent 
under Hot Tbpic's rug. 

Burlington’s Spirit Animal are here 
to keep it real. Closer stylistically to 
those early punk pioneers than to the 
current generation of chart climbers. 
Spirit Animal have emerged as a newly 
refined beast Their new five-song self- 
tided EP is quick and concise and drives 
with passion. 

The compositions here are tight 
and catchy. Although at times teetering 
on the line of mainstream, the band 
doesn’t cross it. Spirit Animal have 
traded in the raw breakdowns of their 
first release. Pizza Party, for a more 
focused sound. It seems a natural 
evolution. 

The opening song, “Wind,” 
begins much differendy than 
fans might expect; forceful vocals 
immediately announce a new chapter 
for Spirit. But as die song progresses. 


characteristically emotive guitar 
melodies ground it back to the band’s 
familiar style. 

The members of Spirit Animal are 
childhood friends - and two of diem 
siblings — which suggests a comfortable 
chemistry. Drummer Dan Smith 
stamps this outing with confidence and 
dexterity. Rhythm guitar player John 
Flanagan (ex-In Memory of Pluto) gives 
die EP an overall rounded feel, while 
lead guitar player Bill Jandl peppers it 
with tasteful melodies. Vocal duties are 
shared between him and Zach Jandl. 
The brotherly duo - who played in 
IMOP with Flanagan - meld togedier 
strongly with equally bold deliveries. 

The EP’s production is to be 
applauded, as well. Vocals, although 
considerably affected, blend seamlessly 
over animated guitars. The bass and 
drums form a tight, relentless machine 
throughout 



“Teeth," the EP's pinnacle song, 
clearly illustrates die new direction of 
Spirit Animal. It soars with purpose 
and leaves an impression in barely more 
than two minutes. The songshowcases 
Zach Jandl's prominent vocals, while 
leaving room for a sonic backdrop 
of unpredictable but refreshing 
progressions. 

It is difficult to determine 
where the band's musical roots were 
cultivated, and diat's a good tiling. 
Borrowing hooks from the likes of 
Texas Is die Reason, with riffs in the 
vein of the Foo Fighters and At the 
Drive-In, Spirit Animal have broad 
appeal. 

Spirit Animal leaves you with the 
feeling that the band is on to something 
great — they may well be packing shows 
beyond Burlington in years to come. 

In fact, one of die band’s strengths is 
its live show. See for yourself at Spirit 
Animal's EP release party this Saturday, 
February 25, at Burlington’s BCA 
Center. 


(§) GET YOUR MUSIC REVIEWED: SSVSIM 



KSS&H 

bar & grille 


Ffi 2/24* 9pm* 21+- SS 

SLY-CHI 

Saturday 2/25 • 10am • 21+- $10 

LAST KID PICKED 

Friday 3/2 • 9Dm • 21+- S5 

PULS E PROFI TS 

Saturday 3/3 • 9om • 18+- S12/15 

ZACK DEPUTY BAND 


‘ij 5 


Saturday 3/10 • loom • 21+ • SB 

FUNKWAGON 

Sat3/17- St Paddy's Bash- IOom-21+SIO 

LAST KID PICKED 

Friday 3/23 - 8:300111 /all ages/S20/25 

GZA 0FTHE WU-TANG CLAN 

■/lynialillc Civilian*. Tke Nzlexts. 


UfflrustynailbarVT 


10\ OFF ALL FOOD with this ad! 







TOM MOORE & SONS 

Distinctive Homes 

Fine Remodeling 

Custom Woodwork 

Energy Upgrades 

Open House 

March 17, 9:00 to 5:00 

For Details: www.tommoorebuilder.com 



C/uon£uu 


ML 

OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY 

ompretxwive & compassionate can that puts you first 

Caring. Convenient & affordable... 
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I t would be easy, artist Marcy Her- 
mansadcr says, for people to mis- 
take a retrospective ofher work for a 
group show - so diverse is her style. 
On a recent visit to her Putney studio, an 
observer finds four different series: draw- 
ings that billow out around vintage post- 
cards of woodland scenes; photographs 
of Hermans ad er’s aging father sliced into 
strips and woven together with the secu- 
rity-patterned insides of envelopes; draw- 
ings of Iraqi women in mourning laid into 
shingle-like paper constructions; and ab- 
stract collages ofblackness. 

The common thread is this: In Her- 
mansader’s work, the intimate becomes 
universal. In a group show called “Natu- 
ral Wonders." currently at Rochester's 
BigTbwn Gallery, her abstract mixed- 
media works from the 1980s depict a vast 
mystical landscape within the human 
body. In her more recent black-on-black 
collages, that sense of vastness reaches 
cosmic proportions - looking at once ce- 
lestial and cellular. 

Hermansader. 60. graduated with a de- 
gree in sculpture and film from the Phila- 
delphia College of Art in 1973. At the sug- 
gestion of a professor who had inspired 
her - and who said it would toughen her 
up - she spent two years working as a 
horse groomer at racetracks in New Jer- 
sey and Pennsylvania. Then site moved to 

Since then Hermansader has created 
drawings, sculptural pieces and mixed- 
media works, but it's difficult to pin a label 
on exactly what she makes. And she's OK 
with that. “I create a scene for the solitude 
of the viewer," she wrote in a catalog of 
her work in 1985. “I try to create images to 
stir things up, for them to know what they' 
can know from within themselves.” 

Hermansadcr's subjects dictate her 
style, and they're usually deeply personal. 
Take, for example, the series of woven 
photos ofher dad. In the early 2000s, Her- 
mansader and her life partner. Jonathan 
Flaccus, suddenly became responsible for 
four elderly relatives. Three had advanced 
dementia, one of whom was her father. “I 
was unable to concentrate," she says. "I re- 
ally couldn't work." 

During that time, Hermansader had 
her father’s mail forwarded to her Putney 
home (he was living in Connecticut). Ev- 
ery day she dreaded opening the letters, 
most of which related to his health and 
care. “1 knew that any envelope could po- 
tentially sabotage my day," she recalls. 

Then one day, while opening a letter, 
she noticed the security pattern on the in- 
side of the envelope. She looked inside an- 
other envelope and found a slightly differ- 
ent pattern Then she noticed another, and 


but the paper around them is "protective, 
mending," says Hermansader. 

Still, the subject matter wore on her 
emotionally. "I felt like I was seeingblack," 
she says, So she transitioned into her next 
phase of work, diving head first into the 
cosmos with her abstract darkness collag- 
es. Only trouble was, Hermansader works 
at night. She found it difficultto sleep with 
these black landscapes on her mind. 

So Hermansader created a new, more 
meditative exploration of darkness. Her 
most recent works are giant wheels of 
tightly rolled black paper, the largest three 
feet across and a couple of inches thick. 
Some are dotted with flecks of white. Oth- 
ers are interspersed with dark blue or pur- 
ple paper. Gazing into the rounds, which 
look like oversize, sometimes warped, vi- 
nyl records, you can almost feel them spin- 
ning, as slowly and steadily as the Earth. 

At BigTown, Hermansader's work is 
equally mesmerizing It’s from a period 
during which she was recovering from a 
near-paralyzing auto-immune illness. As 
she explains it, “My immune system was 
attacking my nerves." 

The numbness began in her hands and 
feet and gradually moved toward her core. 
It was four months before doctors finally 
made a diagnosis. At first, she says, “They 
thought it was psychosomatic.” But Her- 
mansader persisted and did what any vi- 
sual artist would do: She drew pictures of 
what she was feeling and presented them 
to her doctors. 

It's hard not to imagine Hermansader 
hauling the vibrantly colored, mixed-me- 
dia works displayed at BigTown into the 
doctor’s office — though that isn't possible, 
since she made these pieces, with pencil, 
acrylic, foils, fabrics, thread and sequins, 
after her diagnosis. They aren't about ill- 
ness so much as healing, she says. 

The pictures are populated with bright- 
pink ribbons of vein-like road; green and 
blue beads arranged atop one another like 
vertebrae; and black orbs filled with spi- 
dery, nerve-like shapes. In some, black pa- 
per is torn off to reveal a raw redness. In 
others, pinholes expose tiny flecks of gold 
beneath the black paper, flashing under 
the gallery lights like firing neurons. 

Hermansader’s works could easily be 
scenes from another planet. Except that 
they're just so human. Look at them long 
enough, and you might feel a tingling in 
your fingers and toes. © 


World Views 


Marcy Hermansader 

BY MEGAN JAMES 


:o photographs Flaccus took 
of her father. As she wove, her dad's face 
became stretched out, creating a distorted 
sense of time and identity. Hermansader 
found the process satisfying both artisti- 
cally and emotionally. 

"Now I had this tangible product that 
showed the work that I was doing," she 
says. “It really saved my life.” 

Not that she saw her dad’s de- 
cline as a "horrible, depress- 
ing thing" she says. He 

he often seemed 
to be happy. “It 
didn't matter 
that he didn't 
know who I 


During the final years of his life, while his 
daughter wove patterns with images of his 
face, he continued to draw — on die dieme 

He died in 2005. “It's a strange thing 
when a living person is your subject, and 
they die." says Hermansader. Mourning 
her dad and desperate for another project 
- “1 hate not doing any work," she says - 
she began a simple daily exercise: drawing 
from photos in the newspaper. It was the 
year of Hurricane Katrina, and the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan were raging "Being 
in a state of grief," she says. "I was 
drawn to those images." 

'Deep Breath,” two 
lall drawings of 


sionist who spent 
gpod deal of his career 
designing albums for 
Blue Note Records. 


per, which look like 
weathered shingles 
or angel feathers. 







Explore the cuisine 
of Italy here in Vermont 



126 COLLEGE ST.. BURLINGTON 
802.863.5200 
WWVILUMANTE.COM 


10 ,H ANNUAL ITALIAN 
REGIONAL DINNER SERIES 


Each week, in addition 
to our regular menu. 

3 COURSES for $35 

from a different region 

Tuscany February 2 1 -24 
VenetO February 28- March 2 
Trentino March 6-9 
Sicily March 13-16 
Piedmont March 20-23 

% 

\Na nt t0 Do That/., 
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Of course, you do! 

BOW MEOW 
Pet 

Grooming School 

ex, VT is where you will learn how! 
Spring Session begins 
March 26, 2012 
BowMeowPetGrooming.com 
or Call: 

878. DOGS (3647) 


Payment Plans - 
VISA/MC Accepted 
VSAC/VT VocRehab 
approved 
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HIDEICHI OSHIRO: Art aid Breath: The Life Work of 


Mldelchi Oshlro.' work by the TOl-year-ol d Japaner 
artist who recenUydonatedhis life’s workto 
Goddard. Through March 8 at Goddard College in 


JANET VAN FLEET: ’Discography.’ mUed-media 

In Montpelier. Info. S63-2486. 

JANET WORMSER PamUngs. Through February 28 
at SpotlightGallery in Montpelier. InTo, 828-3293. 

LAURA DECAPUA & GEOFF HANSEN: Our Town: 

Tunbridge Public LI bray. Info. 889-9404. 

LAUREL FULTON: Pigments and Volumes ’ 


February 29 at Capitol Grounds in Montpelier. Info 


Justin Hoekstra It's no accident that each of the abstract paintings in Justin Hoekstra's solo show at Burlington's 
Gallery at Main Street Landing is a S-foot-9 square - that's the height of Hoekstra himself It's the first tip that the University of 
Vermont senior’s work is more personal than it appears at first glance He undertook the series, called “Somebody Told You Wrong," 
with one goal: to explore large-format abstraction and “its re-emergence as a field of critical and artistic inquiry despite being 
renounced as a dead end several times over," he told Art Map Burlington. With bold colors, expressive lines and intriguing layering. 
Hoekstra creates images as defiant as the title of his show. Through February 29. Pictured: "C’mon Do the Flumple." 







SOUND PROOF: THE PHOTOGRAPHY OF 
MATTHEW THORSEN, VERMONT MUSIC IMAGES 



VERMONT'S WORKING LANDSCAPE: Paintings 



al ter storms JENEANE LUNN & JIM LUND 

•Vermonters In Italy ' paintings and drawings. 


MAGGIE NEALE: What Lies Beneath.' abstract and 





northern 




vsa 


VSA VERMONT PRESENTS: 


Engage: A Juried Exhibition of Artwork 
by Vermont Artists with Disabilities 

February 26-April 29, 2012 tUSHl 

The Amy E. Tarrant Gallery at the 
Flynn Center for the Performing Arts. 

Reception: February 26, 2012, 4-6 P.M. 

Please contact VSA Vermont with 
accessibility and accommodation 
requests 

Voice: 802-655-772 

Relay calls welcome: dial 711 
Email: info@vsavt.org 
Visit our website at VSAVT.org 


NORTHERN ART SHOWS 




BE SOCIAL, 
JOIN THE CLUB! 

Social Clubbers like to go out, shop, 
meet new people and win things — 
doesn’t everyone? 

Sign up to get insider updates 
about local events, deals 
and contests from Seven Days. 


PICK YOUR PLEASURE 


LIKE/FAN/STALK IIS 

sevendays.socialclub 


JOIN OUR E BEAST USE FGEEOWTHE FUN 

sevendaysvt.com @7dSocialClub 


Connected 


to Vermont’ 


The artists showing at 
Hardwick’s Green * Blue 
Gallery — yes, it has relocated 
from Stowe — through IMarch 31 
don’t just have ties to the 
Green Mountain State; they 
have ties to each other. 

A hulking found-industrial-object 
sculpture is courtesy of 
blacksmith James Teuscher, 
who owns East Hardwick’s 
Whitewater Gallery, where 
he's shown the fantastical steel 
work of Glover artist Tbrin Porter. 
Paintings on view come 
from George Pearlman, the 
executive director of 
Vermont Studio Center in 
Johnson, and New Yorker 
Glenn Goldberg, a regular VSC 
visiting artist. In a review of 
a previous show of Goldberg’s 
work — colorful pointillist bird- 

blown-glass sculptures — 
the New York Times wrote 
"the effect is disciplined 
and pixilated, like a spring 

“Nautilus” by Torin Porter. 





Visit us at 

WWW.CAROLINESVT.COM 
or find us on facebook at 
Caroline's Fine Dining to 
catch a glimpse of our new 
menu debuting at the end 
of the month. Thanks. 


FINE DINING 

' Experience the elegance of a by 

Reservations: 802-899-2223 30 RH 5, Jerict 


Join a community ol faculty, guest artists, 
ensembles-in-residence. 


Contact Us Today: 

Priority Deadline for August 2012 
Residency: May IS, 2012 


www.vcfa.edu 


‘Leonardo Live’ Would you pay $700 to see an art exhibit? That's 
what patrons reportedly have forked over to see “Leonardo da Vinci: Painter at the 
Court of Milan" at London’s National Gallery. OK. so it's not just any exhibit ‘The show 
is dazzling, mysterious and disturbing," according to the Guardian. 'That there arc any 
paintings to show at all is something of a miracle." Museums tend to focus on da Vinci’s 
role as an inventor and draftsman: this is the largest-ever showing of his paintings, 
including two versions of “Virgin of the Rocks" and all the surviving preparatory 
drawings for "The Last Supper." Here in Vermont, treat yourself to an HD, satellite- 
beamed tour of the exhibit - without the stuffy crowds - at Middlebury’s Town Hall 
Theater on February 26 at 7 p.m., and February 28 at 11 a.m. The best part? Tickets are 
only $10. Pictured: “Lady Widi an Ermine." 


Is the MFA in Music 


Composition Right for You? 


You are a music professional, practitioner, 
artist or teacher. 

You are ready to: 

■ To be mentored by gitted industry musicians and composers. 
One student to one composer per semester. 


■ Participate in workshops, lectures and master classes. 

■ Pursue an individually-tailored, student-centered course ot 
study between on-campus residencies. 

■ Want to earn 60 graduate credits over a two year period. 

■ Devote four semesters to self-designed study. 

■ Dive into five week-long residencies - one at the beginning 
ot each semester and a culminating graduation residency. 





movies 


This Means War i 



F or years I've maintained that 
there's something uniquely topsy- 
turvy and perverse about the way 
die movie industry processes tal- 
ent The career of Tom Hardy, one of the 
stars of This Means War, illustrates the para- 
dox perfectly. 

So often a performer comes to the at- 
tention of Hollywood by doing exceptional 
work in modestly budgeted or independent 
productions. Hardy distinguished himself 
in pictures such as Layer Cake (2004) and 
RocknRolla (2008). In Bronson (2008), he 
was brilliant. He hit it out of the park. And 
that’s the thing: Tinseltown uses this level of 
the business as the equivalent ofa farm team. 

But here's the upside-down part: The re- 
ward for having enough talent to make it to 
the big leagues is. more often than not. big 

that have absolutely zero use for brilliance. 
It's like getting recruited by the Yankees and 
then being paid to play tiddlywinks. 

Something that would no doubt prove 
more entertaining to watch than anything 
Hardy or costar Chris Pine is asked to do 
in this spectacularly razzworthy misfire of 


a romantic comedy. You’re not going to be- 
lieve how moronic, misguided and just plain 
pervy this picture is. Get this: 

Tuck (Hardy) and FDR (Pine) are CIA 
agents who work out of the agency’s field 
office in Los Angeles. The partners in inter- 
national crime fighting have been grounded 
for blowing up too many people in what was 
supposed to be a covert op in Hong Kong. 
This means they have plenty of taxpayer 
subsidized time to sit at their lacing desks 
and shoot the breeze. Incredibly, these 
conversations lead to Pine suggesting that 
Hardy try looking for love through an online 

Enter Reese Witherspoon as Lauren, a 
product tester for a consumer publication. 
Coincidentally, she's looking for love, too, 

mom played by Chelsea Handler, signs her 
up with the same online matchmaker. Since 
the two buds are virtually inseparable, FDR 
is not far away when Tuck goes on his inevi- 
table first date with Lauren. At its conclu- 
sion, she bumps into and falls for his friend, 
too, thereby raising die age-old rom-com 


she’s equally attracted to two men? 

What the movie's really about, unfortu- 
nately, is what two spies do when they’re 
in love with the same woman, and it’s not 
pretty. They don’t tell her they’re friends. 
They bug her home. They eavesdrop on 
her postdate analysis with Handler, They 
divert millions of dollars' worth of sophis- 

her movement 24/7, even assigning other 
agents to watch her when they can’L Eww. I 
felt queasy duri ng a scene where one of these 
otheragents hands Hardy a video they’ve re- 
corded of Widierspoon having sex with Pine 
the previous night Correct me if I’m off base 
here, but doesn't diis sort of thing cross a 


I’m not sure what director McG ( Charlie's 
Angels: Full Throttle ) thought was hilarious 
about hunky spooks violating the privacy 
of an unsuspecting woman as part of a cre- 
tinous contest to win her heart, 1 certainly 
can't imagine what's supposed to qualify as 
romance in any of this, unless you count the 
beyond-bromance banter between Tuck and 
FDR (and what’s with the names?). 1 lost 

love you, man" to the other. So what kind of 
romantic comedy does that leave us? 

The kind that succeeds in reducing an 
actor as brilliant as Hardy to playinga bone- 
headed peeping Tom. ® 

RICK KISONAK 
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The Secret World of Arrietty ★★★★ 


N 


his team ar 


ot all children’s classics can sur- 
vive Disney-slyle adaptation, 
and for those that can’t, there's 
Japan’s Studio Ghibli. The hand- 
mations of Hayao Miyazaki and 
*e slower and more meditative and 


flick, but also harder to forget 

In past years, Ghibli's films have alter- 
nated between fantasies based on elements 
of Japanese folklore (My Neighbor TOtoro, 
Spirited Away) and adaptations of English- 
language books ( Howl’s Moving Castle). The 
Secret World of Arrietty is based on Mary Nor- 
ton's 1952 novel The Borrowers, about a family 
of 4-inch-tall people who live clandestinely 
beneath the floorboards of a country house. 

What a cute premise, right? But anyone 
who read the Borrowers series as a child 
knows that for all hercroon-worthy descrip- 
tions of tiny household implements, Norton 
is more concerned with the many forces 
that menace mouse-size people with exter- 
mination. Young Arrietty (voiced by Bridgit 
Mendler), the heir to the Clock family, lives 


Frank’s in the attic. So precarious is her hid- 
den race's survival that her stoic father Pod 
(Will Arnett), and her hysteria-prone moth- 
er, Homily (Amy PDehler), are the only other 
Borrowers she's known. 



The Ghibli adaptation, directed by Hiro- 
masa Yonebayashi and cowritten by Miyaza- 
ki, appeals directly to kids' fantasies about 
living in secret spaces authority figures can’t 
access (as did Martin Scorsese’s Hugo). The 
Borrowers’ home, full of repurposed human 
objects such as trompe l’oeil “windows" (ac- 
tually postcards), is rendered in loving de- 
tail, as are the circuitous paths leading there 
from the danger zones of human habitation. 

as the housed garden; you may want to live 
there, but the film doesn't gloss over the 
story’s darker aspects Even human beings 
who seem friendly - like the young invalid 
Shawn (David Henrie), who spots and be- 
friends Arrietty — could carelessly alert 
those who aren't so sympathetic, like Hara 
(Carol Burnett), the irascible housekeeper 

For the Borrowers, every foray into the 
big world is tinged with danger, though the 
film tends to convey this with hints rather 
than fights and pursuits For instance, after 

to do her own first “borrowing" — joins her 
father on an expedition that goes poorly, fa- 
ther and daughter make a pact not to fright- 
en Homily by telling her the truth. No woids 
pass between them, but as they exchange 


some young viewers, who will notice that 
the film lacks extended action scenes, a mali- 
cious villain and a traditional climax, While 
various external threats pop up, the central 
conflict is an internal one between Arrietty 's 
brash will to persevere and Shawn's resigned 
acceptance of his condition. 

In short, some kids will find the film slow. 
But anyone who loves miniatures and gomes 
of perspective will enjoy exploringits world, 
where leaves become umbrellas and a stick- 
pin is a sword. (When Arrietty first lifts the 


pin. clever sound design - clanks and echoes 
- indicates its heft.) 

wan and sedate TOy Story; it celebrates the 

invent, and acknowledges that they fade 
with time Yet the underlying conflicts of 
such coming-of-age fantasies - eagerness 
to leave home versus fear of the wide world; 
hope and energy balanced against despair 
don't lose their relevance, no matter how big 

MARGOT HARRISON 




Watch something LOCAL this week. 
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Are you thinking about 
starting or expanding 
your family? 



er had a ch ild before 
veType I diabetes 
of hypertension orpreeclamps 







DENGUE FEVER? 

WE ARE LOOKING 
FOR PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
HAD DENGUE FEVER 
TO HELP US DEVELOP 
A VACCINE AGAINST IT. 

Outpatient 

Clinical 

Research Study 


■ A 1 year study with two doses 
of vaccine or placebo 

■ Healthy adults 18-50 

• Screening visit, dosing visits 
and follow up visits 
’ Up to $2,120 compensation 


For more information and 
scheduling, leave your 
name, phone number, and 
a good time to call back. 


i 


UNIVERSITY 

°/ VERMONT 


Call 656-0013 or 

fax 656-0881 or email 

VaccineTestingCenter@uvm.edu 
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show times 

(•) = NEW THIS WEEK I N VERMONT 

Tl MES SUBJECT TO Cl IANGE WITHOUT NOTICE . 

FOR UP-TO-DATE TIMES VISIT SEVENOAYSVT.COM/MOVIES. 


Wednesday ZZ - ttiursda/23 


MAJESTIC 10 


MERRILL'S ROXY 
CINEMA 


Friday 24 — tbursday I 




PARAMOUNT TWIN 
CINEMA 




THE SAVOY 
THEATER 

0509 . www savoy theater com 








STOWE CINEMA 3 
PLEX 



The Mysterious Island 2:30 
&4:30 (Sat & Sun only) 7 
9 (Wed-Sat only). The Vow 

7, 9:10 ( Wed- Sat only). 


WEL0EN THEATER 



Friday 24 - Oiursday I 

Ghost Rider: Spldtof 







movies 

you missed 

AN EXCERPT FROM BLURT. 

THE SEVEN DAYS STAFF BLOG 


Movies You Missed 26: Tiny Furniture 

Lots and lots of movies never (or only briefly) make It to Vermont theaters. Each Friday. 
Margot Harrison reviews one that you can now catch on your home screen. This week in 
moviesyou missed: no. not a documentary about obsessive miniaturists. Tiny Furniture 
is a low-budget comedy about aimless youth that won a big prize at SXSW In 2010. It 
landed 25-year-old writer-director Lena Dunham a deal with Judd Apa tow and HBOto 
develop her own TV senes. "Girls.'which premieres this April. 

D unham plays Aura, a recent college 
graduate who's just been dumped by 
her boyfriend. She moves back into her 
mom's Tribeca apartment, experiments 
with employmenL woos two guys who 
seem uninterested in her, and complains 
when her mom and younger sister 
(played by Dunham's real-life mom and 
sister) seem less than thrilled with her 
company. 

— MU. 






CENTRAL TO YOUR NEW LIFE 



"Wonderful! lust wonderful. We were well token 
care of - it was really excellent." 

A Valentine's Day Baby! YAY! We love hearts and 
flowers! And beautiful Noah J. Lowell is indeed a 
heart throb! He arrived on February 14 and his four- 
and-a-half-year-old brother Morgan was delighted - 
we think! He was definitely animated and excited... 
and silly.. and adorable.. .and completely unaware of 
how his sweet, sleepy Valentine of a brother is going 
to wake up and rock his world. We love drama and 
we bet there's a lot of that in store for parents Jayme 
and lustin Lowell. They seem ready for - and amused 
by - the challenge. Noah weighed 7lb/8oz. The 
Lowells live In Woodbury. We wish them all the 
best. A perfect Valentine's Day indeed! 



Best Hospital 




^ = Central Vermont Medical Center 

^ f Central To Your Well Being / www.cvmc.org 
Central Vermont Women's Health - 371-5961. Call 371-4613 
to schedule a tour of our Garden Path Birthing Center. 


You’ll feel right at home 


when you advertise in the... 



SEVEN DAYS Real Estate Issue 


coming March 7 reservation deadline March 2 

CONTACT AN ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE TODAY: 864-5684 




FREE WILL ASTROLOGY u 


ROB BREZSNY 


ARIES (March 21-April 19): I invite you to 
identify all the things in your life that you 
really don't need any more: gadgets that have 
become outdated, clothes that no longer feel 
like you. once-exciting music and books and 
artworks that no longer mean what they once 
did. Don't stop there. Pinpoint the people who 
have let you down, the places that lower your 

boring or artificial. Finally, Aries, figure out the 
traditions that no longer move you. the be- 
havior patterns that no longer serve you and 
the compulsive thoughts that have a freaky 
life of their own. Got all that? Dump at least 
some of them. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): If you're a 
woman, you could go to the perfume section 
of the department store and buy fragrances 
that would cause you to smell like Jennifer 
Lopez, Britney Spears, Eva Longoria or Paris 
Hilton. If you're a man. an hour from now you 

resemble a celebrity like Antonio Banderas, 
Usher. David Beckham or Keith Urban. You 
could even mix and match, wearing the Eva 
Longoria scent on your manly body or Usher 
on your female form. But I don't recommend 
that you do any of the above. More than ever 
before you need to be yourself your whole self 
and nothing but yourself. Trying to act like or 
be like anyone else should be a taboo of the 
first degree. 

GEMINI (May 21-June20): T try to take one 
day at a time,' says Ashleigh Brilliant tut 
sometimes several days attack me all at once.' 
I think you may soon be able to say words to 
that effect, Gemini — and that's a good thing. 
Life will seem more concentrated and mean- 
ingful than usual. Events will flow faster and 
your awareness will be extra intense. As a 
result you should have exceptional power to 
unleash transformations that could create 
ripples lasting for months. Would you like 
each day to be the equivalent of nine days? Or 
would four be enough for you? 

2 CANCER (June Zl-July 22): When actor 

8 Ashton Kutcher Is working on the set of his 

£ TV show Two and a Half Men, he enjoys spa- 

| has two 8 bathrooms as well as a full kftchen. 

S! Seven 60-inch TVs are available for his view- 

8 ing pleasure. As you embark on your journey 
to the far side of reality, Cancerian, It might 


be tempting for you to try to match that level 
of comfort But what's more important than 
material luxury will be psychological and spiri- 
tual aids that help keep you attuned to your 
deepest understandings about life. Be sure 
you're well stocked with influences that keep 
your imagination vital and upbeat Favorite 
symbols? Uplifting books? Photos of mentors? 
Magic objects? 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Veterans of war 
who've been wounded by shrapnel often find 
that years later, some of the metal fragments 
eventually migrate to the surface and pop out 
oftheirskin. The moral of the story: The body 
may take a long time to purify itself of toxins. 
The same is true about your psyche. It might 
not be able to easily and quickly get rid of the 
poisons it has absorbed, but you should never 
give up hoping it will find a way. Judging by 
the astrological omens, I think you are very 
close to such a climactic cleansing and ca- 


VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Distilled water 
is a poor conductor of electricity. For H ; 0 to 
have electroconductivity, it must contain im- 
purities In the form of dissolved salts. I see a 
timely lesson in this for you. Virgo. If you focus 
too hard on being utterly clean and clear, some 
oflife's rather chaotic but fertile and invigorat- 
ing energy may not be able to flow through 
you. That’s why I suggest you experiment with 
being at least a little Impure and imperfect. 
Dorft just tolerate the messiness. Learn from 
it; thrive on It: even exult in it. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22): According to my 
reading of the astrological omens, you are nei- 
ther in a red-alert situation nor are you headed 
for one. A pink alert may be in effect however. 
Thankfully, there's no danger or emergency in 
the works. Shouting and bolting and leaping 
wont be necessary. Rather, you may simply 
be called upon to come up with unexpected 

Unscripted plot twists could prompt you to 
take actions you havent rehearsed. It actually 
might be kind of fun as long as you play with 
the perspective Shakespeare articulated in As 
You Like It: 'All the world’s a stage, and all the 
men and women merely players.' 

SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov. 21): 'Dear Rob: For 
months I've had a recurring dream in which 
CHECK OUT ROB BREZSNYS EXPANDED WEEKLY 



Pisces 


(Feb.l9-March 20) 

Gawker.com notes that American 
politician John McCain tends 
to repeat himself— alot. 
Researchers discoveredthat he 
has told the same joke at least 
27 times in five years. (And it’s 
such a feeble joke, it's not worth 
retelling.) In the coming week, 
Pisces, please please please avoid 
any behavior that resembles this 
repetitive, habit -bound laziness. 
You simply cannot afford to be 
imitating who you used to be and 
what you used to do. As much as 
possible, reinvent yourself from 
scratch — and have maximum fun 
doing it 


l own a pet snake. Here's the problem: The 
only cage l have to keep the snake in is sadly 
inadequate. It has widely spaced bars that 

dream I am constantly struggling to keep 
the snake in its cage, which is exhausting, 
since its impossible. Just this morning, after 
having the dream for the billionth time. I 
FINALLY asked myself, whats so terri ble about 
letting the snake out of its cage? So I grate- 
fully wrote myself this permission note: It is 

let my dreamsnake out of its cage to wander 


freely.' — Scorpio Devotee.' Dez 
have provided all of yourfellov 
an excellent teaching story for 
weeks. Thank you! 


the upcoming 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): FOr 
millions of years, black kite raptors made 
their nests with leaves, twigs, grass, mud. for 
and feathers. In recent centuries they have 

cloth, string and paper. And in the last few 
decades, a new element has become quite 
popular. Eighty-two percent of all black kite 
nest -builders now use white plastic as deco- 
ration. I suggest you take inspiration from 

the way you shape yourhome base. Departing 
from tradition could add significantly to your 
levels of domestic bliss. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): There 
are many examples of highly accomplished 


atic. Thomas Edison’s first teacher called him 
'addled,' and thereafter he was homeschooled 
by his mother. Winston Churchill did so poorly 
In school he was punished. Benjamin Franklin 
had just two years of foimal education. As for 
Einstein, he told his biographer. 'My parents 


because of it.' What all these people had in 
comm on, however, is that t hey became brill la nt 
at educating themselves according to their 
own specific needs and timetable. Speaking of 
which: The coming weeks will be an excellent 
time for you Capricorns to plot and design the 
contours of yourfuture learning. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Nigeria has 
abundant deposits of petroleum. Since 1974. 
oil companies have paid the country billions 
of dollars for the pnvilege of extracting its 
treasure. And yet the majority of Nigerians 


day. Where does the money go? That's a long 
story, with the word 'corruption' at its heart. 
Now let me ask you, Aquarius: Is there a gap 
between the valuable things you have to offer 
and the rewards you receive forthem? Are you 
being properly compensated for your natural 
nches? The coming weekswill be an excellent 


AUDIO HOROSCOPES & DAILY TEXT MESSAGE HOROSCOPES: REALASTROLOGY.COM OR 1-877-87 3-48 B8 



ART SUPPORTS ME 


Jim Lampman, Lake Champlain Chocolates 

L Si 

"Art has always been a part of making chocolates. It's really been 

V_f 

a part of Lake Champlain Chocolates since its inception." 

Btf ■ 

www.artsupportsme.org 7^// L'S' A^'L ’^UppOf' V OO... 


= NEWS QUIRKS byrolano sweet = 


Curses, Foiled Again 

When police pulled over Walter 
Upshaw, 32, for failing to come to 
a complete stop before entering a 
roadway in Orlando, Fla., Upshaw 
apologized to Officer Shawn Overfield 
and explained, “My gun is digging in 
my hip." Overfield found the loaded 
.380-caliber pistol, which Upshaw, 
as a convicted felon on probation, is 
prohibited from carrying. (Orlando 
Sentinel) 

A gunman, identified as Mostafa 
Kamel Hendi, 25, demanded cash at 
the We Buy Gold store in Hender- 
sonville, N.C., but when he stepped 
behind the counter to get the money, 
clerk Derek Mothershead knocked 
him unconscious with a left hook and 
grabbed the weapon, which turned 
out to be a pellet gun. Mothershead 
called the police and, when Hendi 
came to, handed him a roll of paper 
towels, sprayed the floor with cleaner 
and made him clean up his own blood. 
(Greenville, S.C.’s WYFF-TV) 

Slightest Provocation 

Police in Palm Bay, Fla., said Earl Per- 
sell, 56, attacked his live-in girlfriend 
during a heated argument over musi- 
cal performers Ike and Tina Turner. 
(Melbourne’s Florida Today ) 

Authorities charged Marvin Pot- 
ter, 60, with murdering a couple in 
Mountain City, Tenn., because they 
deleted his adult daughter as a friend 
on Facebook. (Associated Press) 

Reasonable Explanation 

Police who arrested Evelyn Ma- 
rie Fuller, 49, for robbing a bank 
in Waynesburg, Pa., reported she 
confessed to the crime and “stated 
she wanted to use the money to pay 
for dentures she was unable to get 
through welfare until next year.” (As- 
sociated Press) 

Hoodwinkery 

Accused of stabbing a bartender in 
LaCrosse, Wis., Anquin St. Junious, 

32, later suffered a beating that hos- 
pitalized him. While St. Junious sat 
motionless in a wheelchair, his attor- 
ney asked Circuit Judge Scott Horne 
to release his client from jail because 
he can’t move his arms, can't walk 
for more than 15 seconds and has a 
hole in his throat that is susceptible 
to infection if he remains in custody. 
Contradicting the claim was surveil- 
lance video showing St. Junious doing 
pushups in his jail cell. The judge 
refused to release St Junious and 
promptly doubled his bond. (LaCrosse 
Tribune) 


Police investigating a cross burning in 
the driveway of a mixed-race couple 
in Panama City, Fla., assumed it was 
a hate crime. 1\vo days later, the wife, 
Donna Williams, who is white, said 
she found handwritten notes taped to 
the front and side doors, warning her 
“that I better not leave that nigger.” 

It was signed “KKK.” Wondering, 
“When did the KKK start supporting 
black and white interracial mar- 
riages," she noticed the handwriting 
was similar to her husband's. When 
police questioned LB Williams, 50, he 
admitted setting the fire and writing 
the note, hoping to frighten her so she 
wouldn’t divorce him. (Panama City’s 
News-Herald) 

After prison psychologist Laurie Ann 
Martinez, 36, reported that a stranger 
beat, robbed and raped her at home in 
Sacramento, Calif., police investiga- 
tors spent hundreds of hours on the 
case before concluding that Martinez 
faked the crime. Authorities said she 
split her own lip with a pin, scraped 
her knuckles with sandpaper, had 
a friend punch her in the face and 
even wet her pants to make it ap- 
pear that she'd been knocked uncon- 
scious. Martinez, her friend and two 
coworkers eventually admitted the 
whole episode was a setup aimed at 
convincing Martinez’s husband that 
the couple needed to move to a safer 
neighborhood. Instead, they filed for 
divorce six weeks after the incident 
“If all you wanted to do is move,” 
police Sgt Andrew Pettit said, “there’s 
other ways than staging a burglary 
and rape.” (Associated Press) 

Lawmakers of the Week 

Oklahoma State Sen. Ralph Shortey 
introduced a bill that would prohibit 
the manufacture or sale of any food 
in which aborted fetuses were used 
to develop any of the ingredients. 
Shortey admitted that he knows of 
no company that uses human fetuses 
in food research but said he drafted 
his measure based on “suggestions" 
he read on the internet. (Associated 

Protesting a bill that would require 
women to undergo an ultrasound 
before havingan abortion, Virginia 
State Sen. Janet Howell attached 
an amendment requiring men to 
have a rectal exam before obtaining 
a prescription for erectile dysfunc- 
tion medication. The Republican- 
controlled senate passed the manda- 
tory ultrasound measure but rejected 
Howell’s amendment by a vote of 21 to 
19. (Huffington Post) 



Bernasconi Construction, Inc. 

General contractor of 
all phases of construction 
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QUALITY CUSTOM HOMES 

v specializing in making your home 
MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT! 


low installing Solar Hot Water* 

Additions | Remodels | Rnofing/Siding 
& Camps Lifted for Installation of Foundations 
Specializing in the Installation of 
Pellet 8t Wood Stoves | Metalbestos Chimneys 
EPA Certified Renovator | Hardwood & Tile Flooring 
Custom Tile Showers & Back Splashs 
(Certified in Lead Paint, Renovation, Repair 8t Painting) 


802-578-1610 | NO JOB TOO SMALL! | Residential 8t Commercial 


Fully Insured | Free Estimates | Competitive Rates 
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II lUVali 


offering three 
concentrations: 

El Print teWeb 
Community 
lourmlism 

0 Photojournalism 
0 Public Relations 


Communications 
& Community Media 

An exciting new program that reflects the realities of 21st-century journalism 


Apply now for 
fall admission! 



JOHNSON 

STATE COLLEGE 

kVERMONT 

Call 800-635-2356 or visit WWW.jsc.edu 
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Ski your choice of 3 Nordic areas — and even rent 
equipment — for half price with your Ski & Ride with 
The Point button and mystery area coupon from the 
coupon book! Info at pointfm.com. 

Grab your friends and family and head to the Bolton Valley 
Nordic Center, the Trapp Family Lodge, or the Kingdom Trails 
Nordic Center across from Burke Mountain! 


With cross-country skiing and equipment rentals at half price 
this is a great chance for novices to sample the sport and find 
out what a fun way to enjoy winter cross-country skiing is! 

Then our prize-packed Aprfes Ski & Ride parties return 
March 2nd when we hit Sugarbush! 



SEVEN DAYS 


pERSoNKiS 




CURjoUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
1600 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

| I See photos of 

this person online. 

iTVIPOrISNINoTe 

We regret to inform 
users that the phone 
system for the personals 
site will be disconnected 
February 1. Please visit 
sevendaysvt.com/ 
personals to view and 
respond to profiles. 

We apologize for the 
inconvenience. 
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MEN WOMEN 





pRSFili oF THE WEEK: 
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RIDING THE LINE 

I'm a punk rocker professional badass, biking/skiing 
enthusiast craftsman and a complete jackass. Most people 
bore me. I don't care about trivial shit. I'm really into emotions 
and experiences. Meaningful conversations are hot. I like 
adventures no matter how ridiculous. Also way into naps, 
holding hands, staring into space and making out in the rain. 
trailboss369, 27.0 

FROM HIS ONLINE PROFILE: Three things that I want from 
my ideal mate are... Someone who likes to be outside, loves 
good music and likes things simple. 





MSrE RISQUe? 

TURN THE PAGE . 
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QUIET SEXUALITY 




For group fun, BDSM play, and full-on kink: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 
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PRIMAL EXPLORATION 




CURIoUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
1600 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company. 

| I See photos of 

this person online. 
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We regret to inform 
users that the phone 
system for the personals 
site will be disconnected 
February 1. Please visit 
sevendaysvt.com/ 
personals to view and 
respond to profiles. 

We apologize for the 
inconvenience. 


I am a laid-back musician looking for 

astrong. smart. Interesllngdrug^ 



on my lap I'll treat you right Baby 
girl. Seven In ches420 27, 0 





JUST NEEDING A LITTLE MORE SEX 



exchange of flirtations to 


GOT HORMONES? 



Always appreciated. Churget 60 




CURIOUS COUPLE 

Happy couple looking to have a little 





MASSAGE. CONNECTION, COMFORT. 
KISSING. ORGASMS 
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WEN Aeebg? 

ADVENTUROUS GUY. SUB-CURIOUS 

Looking to take a long walk on the wild side, and see if I 
want to stay there! simply4fun, 46 


FROM HIS ONLINE PROFILE: Describe your wildest fantasy. 

I would love to be dominated by a couple. 





isPb v 


If you've been 
spied, go online 
to contact your 
admirer! 


sevendaysvt.com/personals 




BROCKTON CUTIE 

I spy a beautiful woman on a softy 
chocolate couch surrounded by 



BUY-CURIOUS? 



If you're thinking 
about buying a home, 
see all Vermont 
properties online: 
sevendaysvt.com/ 
homes 




ClfTE WILUAMS-SONOMA JUICER 
INSTRUCTOR 








I've been seeing my current boyfriend for over a 
year, and I'm incredibly happy. Here's the thing: 
fm much kinkier than I've let on, and I'm starting 
to become antsy for some spicier sex. I know he 
enjoys dirty talk and would love nothing more than 
to come home and see me in slinky lingerie (or just 
naked) waiting for him. The problem is that I'm too 
nervous to ever do something like that. I've never 
had this problem with any previous lovers but 
I never committed to any of my previous lovers, 
either. They were all flings, so I didn't care and 
I just let loose. I've somehow convinced myself 
that he won't know how to react to my kinky 
advances, or he’ll think I'm being silly. I feel like 
I've lost the fierce sexual prowess I once had 
(and really enjoyed having). 



In a Rut 


It's time to kiss your internal Madonna-whore 
complex good-bye. You've bought into the Freudian I 

psychological complex that women can be either 
saintly or slutty, never both — and it's making you 
incredibly unhappy. You are worried that if you 
reveal your kinky side, your boyfriend will reject you I 
as long-term-relationship material because you're 
more ’whore" than "Madonna," even though you say I 
he enjoys dirty talk and lingerie. 

As I see it, you're the only one getting in the 
way of what you want. You don't have to surprise 
him with crotchless panties and a sex swing all at 
once — start with a conversation. In an intimate 
moment, tell him that you've been fantasizing 
about wearing something sexy for him and showing I 
him how naughty you can be. See how he reacts. I'm I 
willing to bet that hell be all for it — but if he's not, 
perhaps it's time to trade him in for a kinkier model. I 

(4)k. dont bW?, I 

mm I 

Need advice? 

Email me at mistress@sevendaysvt.com 
or share your own advice on my blog at 

sevendaysvt.com /blogs 





DOMINIC BARONE — 


I’m the Meat Buyer and Lead Meat Cutter in a very special meat 
department: we utilize whole locally raised Vermont animals. I grew up in 
Saint George. VT, and started working at Healthy Living in November of 
2009- I’ve fallen in love with the butcher business and I can’t imagine a 
better job for myself. Between the people I work with and the tasks that 
are part of my job. I get out of bed psyched for work every day. 

Outside of work my first passion is cooking and exploring new foods and 
flavors. At work, one of my favorite products to work with is our line- 
caught halibut. Line-caught fishing has minimal environmental impact, 
using hooks on a line rather than huge trawling nets weighted with 
chains that tear up miles of seabed. Our halibut comes to us absolutely 
fresh... Here's one of MY favorite ways to use it! 


DOMINIC’S SIGNATURE FISH TACOS WITH “NAUGHTY SALSA" 


FOR THE FISH 
1 lb halibut filet 
Juice of Vt lime 

Kosher salt & fresh cracked black pepper 
Vegetable oil 

Season the fish well on both sides. Heat a 
heavy bottomed saute pan over high heat 
and add the oil. Place the fish into the hot oil 
and cook for 2-3 minutes or until the fish is 
cooked half of the way through. Flip the fish 
gently with a spatula, squeeze the lime over 
the top and gently cook the fish the rest of 
the way through. 


FOR THE NAUGHTY SALSA 
V 2 lb bay scallops 

1 ripe mango cut into Vz inch cubes 

2 ripe avocados cut into V 2 inch cubes 

1 jalapeho diced (seeds removed 

for less heat) 

Cilantro 

Juice of two lemons 

2 Tbsp olive oil 

Kosher salt & fresh cracked black pepper 

In a mixing bowl, combine the scallops, 
mango, avocado, jalapeho and cilantro and 
mix. Add half the lemon juice and mix. You 


will see the proteins of the scallops turn from 
pink to white; if after 2 minutes not all scal- 
lops are white add more lemon juice. Add the 
olive oil and season the mixture to taste with 
salt and pepper. 

TO FINISH THE TACOS 
8-10 corn tortillas 
Siracha (optional) 

Heat tortillas in the oven or on your grill. Fill 
each one with some of the cooked halibut 
and a scoop of naughty salsa! Top with a 
drizzle of Siracha for a kick! Enjoy... 
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